
I S S U E  1 5      J U L Y  2 0 0 4uniken

A Bill of Rights

Ethical decision-making

Children in detention

Doing 
the right 
thing?



4 
Australia’s design   

 future

5 
The SBS story

6 
Cover: Doing the 

 right thing?

9 Starstruck at 
 the Scientia

10 International

12  Obituaries

13   Community

14 First person

15 Council & 
 Academic Board

16 Last word

features

regulars

Uniken is produced 10 times a year by 
the UNSW media offi ce
T 02 9385 3644
F 02 9385 2837
E uniken@unsw.edu.au
www.unsw.edu.au/news/pad/uniken.html
Editor
Louisa Wright
Editorial team
Judy Brookman, Alex Clark, Susi Hamilton, 
Denise Knight, Mary O’Malley, Sarah Wilson
Design and production
Mahlab Media
Cover
Getty Images
Printed by
PLT Print Solutions
15 Epping Drive Frenchs Forest NSW 2086 
ISSN 0312–7877
Australia Post print approved
PP224709/00021
Printed on 50 percent recycled paper
Deadline for July Uniken: 11 June.
UNSW, Sydney NSW 2052
CRICOS Provider No 00098G

newsbriefs

2   July 2004    UNIKEN

Tall poppies
Five UNSW researchers have received 
Young Tall Poppy Awards from the 
Australian Institute of Political Science in 
recognition of outstanding scholarship. 
They include Dr Justin Gooding (School 
of Chemistry); Dr Maria Kavallaris 
(Children’s Cancer Institute Australia and 
Faculty of Medicine); Associate Professor 
Brett Neilan (School of Biotechnology 
and Biomolecular Sciences); Dr Amanda 
Sainsbury-Salis (Garvan Institute of Medical 
Research and School of Medical Sciences); 
and Dr Merridee Wouters (Victor Chang 
Cardiac Research Institute and School of 
Biotechnology and Biochemical Sciences).

Community service honoured
UNSW has awarded an honorary doctorate of 
science to Dato’ David Koh, President of KLS 
Housing in Kuala Lumpur, at a graduation 
ceremony in Singapore. Dato’ Koh, who 
graduated from UNSW with a Bachelor of 
Science in Chemistry in 1972, is President of 
the Malaysia Chapter of the UNSW Alumni 
Association and a leading property developer. 
The award recognises his visionary service 
to the community, particularly in the area of 
housing for those in need.

Awesome foursome
Four Emeritus Professors have been 
appointed. They are Professors Eric 
Hahn and Kerry Byrne (both Visiting 
Professors in the School of Mechanical 
and Manufacturing Engineering); Peter 
Pinson (formerly of COFA); and Ian Sharpe 
(currently Presiding Member, Faculty of 
Commerce and Economics). The conferring 
of the title recognises those who have made 
a signifi cant contribution to the academic 
and intellectual life of the University and 
to research.

Howzat!
Australian and NSW cricket all-rounder 
Alexandra Blackwell has been awarded a 
second UNSW Ben Lexcen Scholarship. Alex 
made her Test and one-day international 
debut during a highly successful 2003/04 
season and assisted the Australian Southern 
Stars retain the Rose Bowl Trophy defeating 
New Zealand fi ve games to one. Alex, 20, is 
a second-year medical student.

For he’s a 
Federation 
Fellow
Professor Mark 
Bradford of the 
School of Civil and 
Environmental 
Engineering has 
been named a 
2004 Federation 

Fellow. Each of the 25 recipients of the 
Australian Government’s prestigious awards 
will receive an annual indexed salary of 
$235,000 for fi ve years. Professor Bradford’s 
work is in advanced analysis, behaviour 
and design of steel and steel-concrete 
composite engineering structures subjected 
to elevated temperatures.

Fulbright scholarships 
Applications are now open for the 2005 
Fulbright scholarships. Between 15 and 20 
of the prestigious scholarships are awarded 
to Australians each year to conduct study or 
research in the US, with a similar number 
provided to Americans to study in Australia. 
A new postgraduate award in technology 
and communication, sponsored by Telstra, 
is on offer from 2005. Valued at $30,000, 
the annual award will be available for 
the next three years. Details on Fulbright 
Awards and applications are available at 
www.fulbright.com.au.

Australia Centre Europe 
Australia Centre Europe, recently announced 
by the Group of Eight universities, 
commences operations this month in 
Berlin. The objective of the new Centre is to 
build a profi le for Australian universities in 
Europe and all Australian universities are 
invited to make use of its facilities. Australia 
Centre Europe will be based in offi ces in the 
Australian Embassy in Berlin.

Military law library
The Australasian Legal Information Institute 
(AustLII) has launched a new Military and 
Peacekeeping Law Library, in co-operation 
with the Defence Legal Services. This project 
will create a comprehensive database for 
people seeking information on defence-
related legislation, case law, treaties and 
related information.

Mark Bradford
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The result of the recent election for the 
UNSW Council has been announced. 
Academic staff members are 

Professor Branko Celler, head of the School 
of Electrical Engineering and Telecom-
munications; Professor Wai Fong Chua 
from the School of Accounting; Professor 
Jill McKeough of the Faculty of Law; and 
Professor Joe Wolfe of the School of Physics.

The general manager of Facilities 
Management, Alan Egan, is the non-
academic staff member. The student repre-
sentatives are Nicholas Carney and Angela 
Barrett. These staff and student members 
have been elected for a two-year term 
beginning on 1 July 2004.

The successful candidates for Academic 
Board have been announced. The non-
professorial members are Minoti Apte, Jill 
Bennett, Adelle Coster, Chris Daly, Geoffrey 

Dick, Kevin Dunn, Lesley Hitchens, Vimal 
Kapoor, Carmen Moran, David Morgan, 
Richard Newbury and Iain Skinner. 

The professors are Janet Chan, Paul 
Compton, Michael Cowling, David Dixon, 
Anthony Dooley, Denzil Fiebig, Brynn 
Hibbert, Richard Hugman, Gail Huon, 
Rakesh Kumar, Bruce Milthorpe and 
Mark Uncles. These members have been 
elected for a two-year term beginning on 
1 July 2004.

The student members elected to Academic 
Board are Fiona Fong, Frances Foster-
Thorpe, Dane McCamey and Julie Wood. 
Student members are elected for one 
year, also from 1 July 2004.The remaining 
Academic Board elected positions still to 
be fi lled are those of President and Deputy 
President. The election for these positions 
will be held shortly. ■

For the record
If you get up at 6am and attempt to drive a 
vehicle after midnight your performance is 
likely to be as bad as if you had a 0.05 blood 
alcohol reading.
Associate Professor Ann Williamson, 
Injury Risk Management Research Centre 
– Weekend Australian 

The fi rst positive step in restoring some public 
confi dence in the ABA.
Dr Derek Wilding, Communications Law 
Centre, on the departure of David Flint from 
the ABA Chairmanship – The Australian 

It’s vital that the Governor-General is both 
above politics and seen to be above politics, 
otherwise his ability to act as the constitutional 
umpire will be compromised.
Professor George Williams, Faculty of Law, 
on Michael Jeffery’s response to the US 
condemnation of Labor’s plan to withdraw 
troops from Iraq – The Age

What happens when our elected ministers turn 
their backs on their obligations to the Australian 
people, when we are kept in the dark about 
government policy and remain dissatisfi ed with 
the Sergeant Schultz-like mantra chanted from 
up on high, “I knew nothing”? Will ministerial 
heads roll? Not likely.
Daniel Tynan, Faculty of Law –
Canberra Times

There has always been this intangible fear in 
the marketplace that sustainable or ethical 
investments produce lower returns.
Associate Professor John Evans, School of 
Banking and Finance – Money Management

Cook’s journals make it plain when he’s 
looking at New Zealand, he’s thinking about 
the possibilities of colonies, and of course he 
takes possession of the east coast of Australia 
in the name of the Crown.
Professor John Gascoigne, School of History 
– Bulletin with Newsweek

It contains fundamental fl aws. There are 
loopholes you can drive a truck through.
David Vaile, Baker and McKenzie 
Cyberspace Law and Policy Centre, on the 
Spam Act – The Age

T he resolution noted that the 
Federal Government has failed 

to provide appropriate funding and 
indexation for public higher education 
for at least a decade. Accordingly, and 
with regret, Council acknowledged 
the need to set HECS levels at the 
maximum allowed by the Higher 
Education Support Act 2003 in order 
to maintain and improve the quality of 
academic programs and the student 
experience at UNSW; improve the 
accessibility of academic programs 
to students from indigenous, rural 
and isolated, and low socio-economic 
backgrounds; and increase the 
number of students undertaking 
honours programs.

UNSW Council decision on HECS fees

New members of Council 
and Academic Board

At its meeting on 21 June, the UNSW Council approved 
the recommendation of the Acting Vice-Chancellor, 
Professor Mark Wainwright, to increase HECS fees by 
25% for 2006 and 2007. A

lex C
lark

Students protest that they will be ‘locked in for 

life’ by the rise in HECS fees
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Design consultant and engineer 
Cliff Green refl ected on the Ducati 
motorcycle, a modern masterpiece of 

industrial design, when he spoke at UNSW 
recently. Synonymous with Italy, technically 
brilliant and emotionally engaging, it represents 
to Green the epitome of good design and its 
power to brand a nation. 

“Why isn’t Australia capable of producing 
a product like the Ducati?” Green asked. 
“The answer is, we are. But it requires a 
synthesis of disciplines. It’s a case of putting 
the knowledge together.” 

Putting that knowledge together is what UNSW 
is attempting to do with an initiative aimed 
at encouraging a more holistic approach to 
design. Last month a design workshop brought 
Green and other eminent practitioners together 
to assist the Faculties of Engineering and the 
Built Environment and the College of Fine Arts 
with their innovative plans.

“Our present ways of handling design put the 
different elements into boxes and in the hands 
of educators and practitioners who may not 
interact much or at all with each other,” the 
Dean of the Faculty of Engineering, Professor 
Brendon Parker, said.

Dr Carl Reidsema, a UNSW lecturer who is 
developing Intelligent Design Assistant software 
to foster creativity in engineering, believes this 
is an entrenched position that has prevailed 
since the 1900s. 

“In the 1700s, the ideal model of a good 
engineer was someone who had a broad 
education with links to religion, so one would 
understand the spiritual self, and links to 
music, so one could understand emotion. 
We’ve moved so far away from that. We see kids 
who can crank a calculator but have diffi culty 

defi ning a problem. Conversely, you have 
designers who have never met an engineer.”

Parker believes it is partly this segmentation 
that prevents Australia from fulfi lling its 
potential as a nation with a signature style. “Any 
country can design a Holden,” he said. “There’s 
only one country that can design a Ferrari.”

Professor Peter Murphy, Dean of the Faculty of 
the Built Environment, believes Australia already 
has a signifi cant international design presence. 
He cites the work of 2000 Olympic Torch 
designer Mark Armstrong, another speaker at 
the workshop, as well as architects such as Ken 
Maher and Philip Cox.

But he believes Australia needs to capitalise on 
this with co-ordinated government initiatives, 
greater presence at international events such 
as the Venice Biennale of Architecture and a 
cohesive approach to design education.

“If you want to stimulate the economy, you do 
things around education that accelerate cultural 
industries,” he said, pointing to British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair’s Cool Britannia strategy, 
which recognises the cultural economy as a 
signifi cant earner, both in domestic sales and 
export income. 

“Products and services are imbued with 
semiotic content,” Murphy said. “There are very 
few things that people purchase that don’t have 
a symbolic content underpinning their appeal. 
What people are buying internationally is that 
indefi nable sense of Australian style.”

Dean of the College of Fine Arts, Professor 
Ian Howard, says Reg Mombassa’s Mambo 
products are a perfect example of the 
importance of narrative in design. “Who 
would imagine an Australian company in 
2004 would be running a successful business 
selling T-shirts? We don’t have a manufacturing 

advantage in any way. But these products 
have a great story to tell, a quirky but 

insightful take on Australia and 
Australian culture.”

Over the next few years, the 
University will lay the foundation 
for creative solutions in design 
education, with the ultimate aim 
of establishing collaborative 
graduate and undergraduate 
programs.  ■

By Mary O’Malley

Australia: the last word in design?
Can Australia become a design nation? A team behind 
a design initiative at UNSW believes we can.

Heather Watson



UNIKEN   July 2004  5

newsandresearch
B

rit
ta

 C
am

pi
on

What impact has SBS had on Australian 
society? It’s a question occupying 
the mind of Associate Professor Gay 

Hawkins, who is leading a three-year research 
project on the popular multicultural broadcaster.

No comprehensive analysis of the evolution of 
SBS has been undertaken before. “Our project 
is a critical assessment of the signifi cance 

and impact of the organisation on Australian 
democracy, its audiences and the media 
generally,” said Hawkins, of the School of Media 
and Communications. “The timing of the project 
couldn’t be better. Next year SBS will celebrate 
30 years of radio and 25 years of TV.”

Hawkins is open in describing herself as a 
passionate advocate of SBS. “But if there have 
been failures, the study will acknowledge these. 
TV is much more complex than radio when it 
comes to multiculturalism, as it has to program 
to wider and more diverse audiences, not just 

ethnic communities or language groups.”

“SBS is keen to learn and investigate itself and 
understand its own role better,” SBS policy 
adviser Simon Flores said. “And taking the time 
to conduct an in-depth analysis is a great way of 
doing this”. 

Flores says the organisation is excited about 
the project. “It’s a terrifi c opportunity to get 
a bird’s-eye view of the organisation, what’s 
been achieved, where it could be going, what 
its impact has been. It will be a forward-looking 
analysis refl ecting on the last 30 years.”

“SBS is unique. It is the world’s only multicultural 
and multilingual public broadcaster. Hopefully 
this study will establish SBS as a benchmark for 
international broadcasting practice.”

According to Hawkins, it’s not just the cultural 
difference that has made SBS an international 
trendsetter. “It’s innovative and a risk-taker. SBS 
has cutting-edge TV in its programming, and 
now in the new media area as well. They show 
the possibilities of television.”

Hawkins is collaborating with Professor Ien Ang 
of the University of Western Sydney and SBS as 
part of an ARC Linkage grant. “Arts researchers 
don’t get to do a lot of Linkage grants, so this is 
great for the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences.”

And at a time of increasing ethnic tension, it 
will be interesting to see how TV can play a 
productive role, Hawkins said. “We will be talking 
to second- and third-generation audiences as 
part of our analysis of SBS’s relationship with 
its community.” ■

UNSW researchers have pioneered a high-
precision search technology that is set 

to change the way professionals use the web. 
The technology, which has been cleared for 
international patenting, allows quick access to 
the latest information without being swamped 
with extraneous material.

The new technology is based on QuickClinical, 
developed by the Centre for Health Informatics 
(CHI) through a large ARC Linkage grant with 
pharmaceutical company Merck Sharp & Dohme. 

Through QuickClinical, doctors are able to carry 
out a precise search by entering health keywords. 
The program refi nes the terms by adding 
specialised search words and only uses locations 
known to best answer this type of question.

“When we started the trial, everyone was telling 
us that GPs wouldn’t have the time to search,” 
said Professor Enrico Coiera, director of CHI. “But 

many GPs were using it routinely, some of them 
several times a day. When the trial ended, we were 
repeatedly asked if we could keep the 
system running.

“It is becoming impossible for most professions 
to keep up to date because there is so much 
information. That was the case even before the 
web was widely used, but now the problem is 
huge,” Professor Coiera said.

“We are the fi rst in the world to develop this 
professional search technology, which means 
there could be a search program specifi cally 
customised for lawyers or tax professionals, 
for example.

“Everyone keeps asking whether we are going to 
be the next Google. Our focus has always been 
on making an impact and improving the quality 
of decision-making in health care. If our ideas can 
help others, that would be wonderful.” ■
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World fi rst in search technology
By Susi Hamilton

The SBS story
By Denise Knight
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Doing the right thing?

As a young constitutional law student, 
George Williams was absorbed by 
the connections between people and 

their governments. “I hadn’t initially seen the 
importance of a Bill of Rights in that context,” 
he said on the eve of the introduction of 
Australia’s fi rst Bill of Rights, in the ACT. “It 
was only later, working with people in the 
community and in the High Court for the 
women involved in the Hindmarsh Island 
Bridge case, that I realised there is a gaping 
hole in our legal system – the failure to set out 
in straightforward terms what are the rights of 
the Australian people.”

Williams’ campaign for a national Bill of 
Rights in Australia is fuelled both by his 
human rights work as the director of the 
Gilbert + Tobin Centre of Public Law and as 
a barrister. He appears, often in a pro bono 
capacity, in prominent High Court cases that 
address constitutional questions such as 
freedom of speech or freedom from racial 
discrimination. His clients are frequently 
“people who fi nd it very hard to get their day 
in court and often even harder to win”.

“A Bill of Rights is not going to fi x everything,” 
Williams said. “But it would improve the 
democratic system and give the voice of law to 
the basic rights of the Australian people, and 
it’s important to do that because otherwise 
those rights are vulnerable to the political 
pressures of the day. No other Western nation 
now believes it is good enough to leave 
fundamental rights unprotected.” 

As he has written, only Australia and a few 
other countries such as Brunei and Burma 
are without a Bill of Rights, and no Western 
country which has adopted a Bill of Rights has 
then abandoned it. However, Williams’ view 
is Australians have adopted the myth that the 
nation has a great human rights record. 

He believes that a Bill of Rights is vital. 
“Without it, where do we draw the line in 
fi ghting terrorism? In this and other areas we 
are vulnerable to bad decisions, often made 
in haste, unless we have the benefi t of a 
statement of agreed rights.”

In the 1970s and 80s in Australia there was 
a signifi cant national debate about a Bill 

A book by George Williams is published this week, on the same 
day that Australia’s fi rst Bill of Rights – the ACT Human Rights 
Act 2004 – comes into force. The case for an Australian Bill of 
Rights: freedom in the war on terror (UNSW Press) has been 
written not for lawyers but for citizens. He spoke to Louisa Wright.
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Australia’s universities provide major 
contributors to Australian public debate, 
illuminating and expanding the arguments 
that determine public culture and public 

understanding of social and political issues. 
A session at the recent Sydney Writers 
Festival on The Public Intellectual: can 
academics write?, organised and chaired by 
UNSW Press, drew a full house.

Academics on the Public Intellectual panel 

emphasised the role of universities in 
providing a stable base for thinkers and 
writers who contribute to, and often lead, 
debate on the important issues of the time.

“We can see the increasing importance of 
Australia’s university presses and other 

The public intellectual

Two new books raise political 
and ethical dilemmas
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independent publishers in facilitating these 
important roles academics can play in public 
life,” session chair and UNSW Press director, 
Robin Derricourt, said. “The role of the public 
intellectual, played by many academics, is vital 
and seems widely appreciated.”

of Rights and it remains ALP policy to 
introduce a Bill of Rights both at state 
and national levels. Moves to introduce 
a national Bill were made under both the 
Whitlam and Hawke governments but never 
reached fruition. 

In NSW, Premier Bob Carr opposed a state 
Bill of Rights on the grounds that it would 
give too much power to the courts and 
become a lawyer’s instrument. Williams 
said that Carr appears to be thinking of the 
US model. 

“These are not problems in the newer, 
non-US Bills of Rights,” he said. “Australia 
has agreed at an international level to a 
whole range of rights, and they provide a 
good starting point. We can look at those 
countries whose Bill of Rights have been 
introduced – New Zealand, Canada and 
the UK – and see their successes and 
their mistakes.”

Williams does not believe that Australia 
should follow the US Bill of Rights. “It’s a 
couple of hundred years old and it’s the 
one people know best, but it’s not the best 
model for us. We need something more up 
to date that doesn’t, for example, contain 
the right to bear arms.”

“The best way to evaluate whether we need 
a Bill of Rights is not through the eyes of 
the person in the pub, or any other group 
who is not disadvantaged. You need to work 
from the perspective of those Australians 
who actually need protection, the vulnerable 
and weak in the community who have little 
economic power and those who are culturally 
adrift from the mainstream. Our system 
already works well for many Australians. It’s 
those who can slip through the system who 
need the protection of a Bill of Rights.”

George Williams is Anthony Mason Professor 
of Law and Director of the Gilbert + Tobin 
Centre of Public Law. The Centre’s website 
is at http://www.gtcentre.unsw.edu.au/. 
His book is available from the University 
Bookshop ($15.25). ■

Determining what goes 
on when we think about 

moral matters is the focus of 
Stephen Cohen’s latest book, 
The Nature of Moral Reasoning. 
An associate professor of 
philosophy, Cohen is the 
director of the University’s 

graduate programs in professional ethics.

The book examines how we can apply our 
reason to ethical issues. “Moral reasoning is a 
matter of bringing into harmony, or consistency, 
various judgements with each other and with the 
principles that we hold,” he said.

“Moral or principled judgements are like this. 
When we make a moral judgement, we are aware 
of its nature as ‘principled’, and we consider this 
fi t. This is a refl ective process. If it is refl ective 
equilibrium that we are after, then this involves 
us evaluating our judgement and the principle, 
and the possibility of modifying our commitment 
to either.”

He suggests that when we have moral 
arguments we very rarely talk about principles; 
rather we talk more about the consistency 
of each other’s judgements. Further, “not all 
important questions and opinions are moral 
ones. Some are political – meaning that it would 
be appropriate to take a vote about them. If it is 
a moral question, a vote is inappropriate – it is in 
this respect held to be non-negotiable.”

Cohen argues that inconsistency does in fact 
matter – so much so that one of the chapters in 

his book is titled ‘Hypocrisy is the basis of ethics.’ 
“Hypocrisy is a ‘practical inconsistency’ between 
what you think about yourself and the way you 
actually act. It’s not lying – it’s just having an 
incorrect view about yourself. And recognition 
of one’s inconsistency – confl icting judgements 
or principles – can set the stage for moral 
reasoning in general.”

Cohen, who is ranked Australia’s leading 
business ethicist by the Journal of Business Ethics, 
relates a favourite example of hypocrisy in 
business. “You call up on the phone to enquire 
about an account matter and the script will play 
out something like this: ‘Your business is very 
important to us... you are the 37th person in the 
queue. We’ll get to you in approximately 
52 minutes.’”

Next for Cohen is a new edition of Business 
Ethics, written with Associate Professor Damian 
Grace of the School of Social Work. Cohen is 
also part of the research team working on an 
ARC-funded project through the Academy of 
the Social Sciences in Australia: What is to be 
done with management ethics? “The project is 
described as bringing together an internationally 
renowned and interdisciplinary team of experts 
that will enable ethics to be examined from a 
variety of perspectives to advance the fi eld of 
study,” he said.  

The Nature of Moral Reasoning: the framework 
and activities of ethical deliberation, argument 
and decision-making is published by Oxford 
University Press. ■

By Denise Knight
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Stephen Cohen

The moral reasoner  
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“If colour vision is not the same in people 
with Down Syndrome as in the rest of the 
population, this would have enormous 

implications for them at work and in education,” 
Dr Catherine Suttle, project supervisor and 
lecturer in the School of Optometry and Vision 
Science, said. “Employers may assume an 
employee can’t recognise a colour code because 
they have diffi culty following instruction, when 
the real problem may be colour vision defi ciency.

“People in the general population with colour 
vision defi ciency will usually think twice before 
going into a certain job that involves colour 
coding or, if they do accept a position that 
requires colour coding, their employer will need 
to make the necessary adjustments.” 

With these considerations in mind, it is 
important to establish whether colour vision 
defects are particularly common in people with 
Down Syndrome. Previous work has indicated 
that people with Down Syndrome process colour 
vision differently but the tests used have often 
been subjective, relying on communication 

between patient and examiner, which leaves 
room for error.

Suttle’s project uses a more objective method 
of testing. “We are looking at the way the 
brain responds to colours, to see whether it 
is processing colour stimuli in the same way 
in people with and without Down Syndrome,” 
Suttle said. “Through the use of the visual evoked 
potential we examine the cortical response to 
colour indirectly, by recording from the scalp.” 

“By comparing age-matched people in the 
general population with those with Down 
Syndrome, we can examine the shape and timing 
of their responses,” Suttle said. “The visual brain 
does seem to work differently in people with 
Down Syndrome but we have to collect more 
data to fi nd out whether we’re all seeing the 
same colours.” 

The researchers need about 30 more people 
aged from 18 to 30 with Down Syndrome to 
complete the study. For further information 
please contact Catherine Suttle, 9385 4620 or 
c.suttle@unsw.edu.au.  ■

What colour do you see?
By Alex Clark

T he majority of medical students would 
like to receive information about 

complementary and alternative medicine 
(CAM) in their undergraduate training, so that 
they can respond to questions from future 
patients and to understand the treatments 
some patients may be using.

This is the fi nding of a survey of UNSW 
medical students by the School of Public 
Health and Community Medicine. Lead author, 
conjoint senior lecturer Dr Susan Furber, 
said that the 374 students who responded 
to the survey showed little knowledge of the 
effectiveness or potential harm of many of the 
CAM therapies.

“With community use of CAM on the increase, 
the limited knowledge of medical students 
raises important issues,” Dr Furber said. 
“These medical students will go on to treat 
patients who use CAM and they need the tools 
to evaluate those therapies.”

Recent surveys have indicated that more than 
half the Australian population used at least one 
non-medically prescribed alternative medicine 
in the previous year. 

In this survey, the twelve complementary and 
alternative therapies raised were acupuncture, 
chiropractic, hypnosis, meditation, osteopathy, 
herbal medicine, naturopathy, spiritual healing 
(Reiki), homeopathy, aromatherapy, refl exology 
and vitamin and mineral therapy. 

The majority of students rated acupuncture 
as being effective, followed by meditation, 
chiropractic and herbal medicine. More 
than half did not have an opinion about the 
effectiveness of the other eight therapies. 
The majority of students also had no opinion 
about the potential for harm of a total of eight 
therapies. Nine percent of the students who 
responded to the survey had consulted a CAM 
practitioner themselves, most commonly 
Chinese herbalists and acupuncturists.

Green means go and red means stop – but what if you don’t see 
colours in the same way as most people do? We use a multitude 
of colour codes every day in our workplaces and homes, codes we 
take for granted but that inform decisions and actions. A new study 
examining the way the brain processes colour stimuli may show 
that people with Down Syndrome process colours differently.

D
an F

letcher

Medical students: 
no CAM do?

By Louisa Wright
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Hundreds of thousands watched it through 
special eclipse goggles, welder’s masks, 
telescopes, on television, on webcasts 

or simply projected through pinholes onto pieces 
of white cardboard. No person now living had 
witnessed one of these mini-eclipses, when our 
next-door neighbour in the solar system passes 
across the face of the Sun. The last time this 
happened was more than 120 years ago.

As about 250 guests at an event on campus 
were reminded in a series of talks by three senior 
academic staff, it was the Transit of Venus that 
brought Captain James Cook and the Endeavour 
to Botany Bay and led in turn to the founding of 
modern Australia.

The Faculty of Science event, compered by 
television journalist Jennifer Byrne, was held 
in the Tyree Room of the Scientia Building. 
Staff and students from the School of Physics 
supervised viewing of the transit and other 
daytime astronomical features through a series 
of telescopes placed on the balcony. Two of the 

telescopes had special solar fi lters to enable safe 
direct observation.

Guests were treated to a bird’s-eye view of Venus, 
which appeared as a small black disc about one-
thirtieth the size of the sun as the planet passed 
across its face.

A third telescope was used to project an image of 
the event onto a screen, while a fourth was used 
to demonstrate that other planets such as Jupiter, 
and bright stars such as Canopus, are visible 
during daylight hours – if you know where to look.

Associate Professor Michael Burton, of the School 
of Physics, gave an illustrated talk about the 
astronomy of the event.

Two images were especially striking. One was the 
only photograph ever taken of the planet’s surface 
– a close-up of a dry, barren place, taken just after 
a Soviet spacecraft landed there and transmitted 
back to Earth in the brief seconds before searing 
heat and acids in the atmosphere destroyed the 
craft. The other was a more recent radar image 

revealing a landscape dented with a major impact 
crater and loomed over by a towering volcano.

Professor Burton traced the techniques used 
historically to observe the transit – to enable 
the distance to be measured from Earth to the 
Sun, the fundamental astronomical unit by 
which distance is reckoned in space – through to 
measurements today that embrace the scale of the 
entire universe. 

Professor John Gascoigne, head of the School of 
History, recounted how Cook sailed to the South 
Seas to observe the 1769 transit, then proceeded 
on so-called secret orders to search for unknown 
southern lands. That transit sparked international 
co-operation in the name of science, but political 
expediency lay behind the second part of Cook’s 
mission, during which he charted New Zealand 
and the east coast of Australia. 

Dean of Science Professor Mike Archer 
documented the reactions of early Europeans to 
Australia’s strange fl ora and fauna. They were 
puzzled by black swans, pouched mammals and 
trees that kept their leaves and shed their bark. 
He also highlighted the myth of discovery, since 
the Europeans clearly found the land already 
occupied by people, and the appropriation of 
Aboriginal names.  ■

By Bob Beale

Starstruck at the Scientia: 
Venus comes to Kensington
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For a little black dot that you couldn’t actually look at, the 
Transit of Venus created remarkable interest throughout the 
world when it occurred on 8 June.
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Fourth-year photovoltaic 
engineering student Joel 
Courtney has devoted his fi nal-

year thesis to providing hospital and 
school solar power to Smara, one of the 
main Western Saharan refugee camps.
“These refugee camps are not what we 
normally think of,” Joel said. “They have 
been described as the best-run refugee 
camps in the world, with literacy rates 
around 95 percent and health standards 
comparable to those of countries such as 
Morocco and Algeria.”

Joel is devising a system that will 
provide lighting and fans to the Smara 
Hospital and the Smara Women’s 
School, with the help of engineering 
academics Geoff Stapleton and 
Richard Corkish.
The project’s biggest challenge is 
securing sources of funding. “Part 
of my thesis requires me to seek 
funding, to enable the project to take 
place,” Joel said. “I will probably 
target medical and education-based 
non-government organisations and 

companies who have an interest in 
the region.”
Joel is disappointed United Nation 
efforts to help Western Sahara achieve 
self-determination seem to have 
slipped down their list of priorities. 
“These people have been living in 
limbo for almost three decades. It 
would be great if the process could 
be sped up,” says Joel. “But when they 
do move back into the Western Sahara, 
the installations I’m planning can move 
with them.” ■

Desert relief
By Sarah Wilson

In the western Algerian desert, there are almost 160,000 
people living in refugee camps, dependent solely on aid. They 
are Saharawis, displaced from the Western Sahara, the last 
remaining colony in Africa, who have been made refugees by 
decades of fi ghting. But as long as the Western Sahara remains 
under Moroccan control, the Saharawis remain refugees.

m
edico international

m
edico international
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Sandy wants to use the UNSW Masters of 
Health Administration program to improve 
the health system so that more Balinese 

people have some form of medical insurance. 
“I’m interested in learning the best way to [build] 
a health insurance system,” she said. 

Although there is, in theory, universal health 
care in Indonesia, the criteria to assess whether 
people should be treated for free is so vague as 
to be impractical. “There is no system, so you 
have to assess [every patient] individually, every 
time,” she said. 

Most Indonesians can afford to pay between 
Rp 20,000 and 30,000 ($A3 to 5) for a standard 
GP consultation as a private patient. But 
the relatively low fee means that there is no 
additional money going into the health system 
to buy new equipment, fund new treatments or 
train students. 

This is part of a vicious funding cycle, Sandy 
said. “If you charge [more] the community can’t 
afford it, but if you don’t raise the fee then you 

can’t buy [new] equipment. If you don’t buy that 
sophisticated equipment, then the new doctors 
or the students can’t learn on it.” 

Medical training also needs to be overhauled to 
prepare for future emergencies, she said. 

Until leaving for Australia last month, Sandy 
worked at Bali’s Sanglah Hospital and has 
her own private dental practice. She also does 
consulting work for the Indonesian health 
department and for groups such as AusAID. 
Sandy has a good understanding of how 
things are done in Australia, having completed 
a Graduate Diploma in clinical dentistry at 
Adelaide University. “I try to bridge the gap to 
make things easier, not only in business, but 
also culturally.” 

Recently, she helped form the fi rst Balinese 
medical team for cleft patients, as part of the 
voluntary work she does for a craniofacial 
foundation in Bali. While studying in Adelaide, she 
trained with renowned craniofacial surgeon, David 
David. “[Cleft] is a big problem in Bali and there 

are many patients who can’t afford [treatment],” 
she said. Those who can’t afford to pay for 
reconstructive surgery are only treated if doctors 
agree to work free of charge. 

Sandy says the impact of the bombing is still 
being felt by ordinary Balinese, and people 
are wary of a possible future attack. “I have 
a fi ve-year-old son and every time I go to the 
mall, I say, Shall I park here? I don’t want to 
park down in the basement. I prefer to park closer 
to the exits. If I am on my own [and something 
happens] I can run, but if I had to carry my son…” 

She was studying in Adelaide at the time of 
the bombing and was woken up early in the 
morning by a text message from her husband, 
“saying that there was a big bombing in Bali, but 
we are all OK. I was like, a bomb in Bali, come 
on! And I went back to sleep.” In the following 
week, Sandy was instrumental in raising 
$265,000 for victims of the bombing through an 
appeal on local radio station, SA FM. 

The Bali Memorial Medical and Health 
Scholarships ($3 million over fi ve years) are part 
of the Federal Government’s Bali Memorial 
Package of Assistance ($10.5 million). The 
scholarships will be in a range of health and 
medical disciplines for candidates from within the 
Balinese health system. The program will cover 
trauma and emergency care, medical pathology, 
health services management and areas such as 
clinical nursing and palliative and aged care. ■

By Christine Kearney

One of the fi rst recipients of a Bali memorial scholarship plans 
to use her postgraduate studies at UNSW to improve the 
Balinese health system. Dentist Anik Sandy, 39, was awarded 
one of six AusAID scholarships announced last year on the 
anniversary of the Bali bombings. 

Out of the ashes: from Bali to UNSW

 Anik Sandy (second from left) and other AusAID scholarship winners received their awards from Prime Minister John Howard at the award ceremony in Bali last October.
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1911–2004
U Committee member

Book- and music-
lover Irene Reuter 
was the creative force 
behind the UNSW 
Book Fair. Now an 
annual institution, 
the Book Fair was 

only one of many ways in which Irene Reuter 
contributed to the life of UNSW. 

She was a Foundation Member of the 
U Committee, which ‘specialised in 
balls’. But by the late 1960s, balls were 
less popular and Mrs Reuter proposed 
the Book Fair. The committee distributed 
leafl ets and used personal connections 
to achieve publicity about the request for 
donated books. The target was 50,000 
volumes, and the University lent a space in 
the Chancellery basement to collect them. 
Committee members were called ‘the ladies 
in the basement’ and in the tiny room as 
they collected and catalogued, committee 
members became friends. 

On the Anzac Day of the fi rst Book Fair, 
when Mrs Reuter arrived at Anzac Parade, 
she could not believe her eyes. There was a 
queue that went right around the Unisearch 
building. “There was such an excitement in 
the air,” Mrs Reuter wrote last year. “It was 
not an easy job… our cups of tea saved the 
day.” That fi rst Book Fair made more than 
$10,000, and became an abiding interest in 
Mrs Reuter’s life. 

The other big event in her time with the 
U Committee, when she was President, was 
in 1973 when the U Committee organised 
a performance by Professor Roger Covell’s 
Music Company at the Sydney Opera House, 
three months before its offi cial opening. 
Committee members sold all the tickets 
themselves and raised more than $16,000.

Irene and her husband, Fritz, had migrated 
to Australia before the start of World War II. 
Professor Reuter, who died in 2001, 
contributed substantially to the early 

development of food technology as a viable 
university course, and was appointed 
Associate Professor of Food Technology 
in 1952, the year the Department of Food 
Technology was established at UNSW. The 
FH Reuter Scholarship for Food Technology 
Students is named in his honour.

1972–2004
Computer systems offi cer

Paul completed his 
electrical engineering 
degree at UNSW 
in 1995 and soon 
afterwards started 
working on campus. 
He worked in a 
number of areas 

within the University, most recently with the 
Faculty of Law as a Computer Systems Offi cer. 

His career with UNSW began in 1996 with 
ACSU, where he spent 12 months on the IT 
helpdesk. In 1999 he joined the Faculty of 
Commerce and Economics as a member of 
the Technology Support Group. He spent 
14 months with them until leaving the 
University in 2000 to work in the corporate 
world. He returned to UNSW to work in the 
Faculty of Law in September 2001 and since 
then has provided IT support to both staff 
and students. 

He was a wonderful colleague at UNSW and 
a friend to so many of us for the excellent 
years we had the pleasure of knowing and 
working with him. He was blessed with the 
biggest heart, the heartiest sense of humour 
and warmth towards all whom he touched in 
his all-too-short life. 

He will be remembered by all as an 
enthusiastic, brilliant person who always 
had time for his friends and colleagues. 
His can-do attitude and larger-than-life 
personality will be sorely missed.

Dani Johnson, Dawesh Chand 
and Chris Rossiter
Faculty of Law

1923–2004
Military historian
Gunther Rothenberg was born in 
Berlin, grew up in The Netherlands 
and England, and went to Palestine in 
1939. In 1941 he fought with the British 
Army in Egypt, Italy and Austria. After 
the Second World War he returned to 
Palestine, joined the Palmach and fought 
in the Israeli War of Independence. In 
the late 1940s he enlisted in the US 
Army and then the US Air Force, fi ghting 
in the Korean War and serving until 1955.

Although he had not fi nished high 
school, he completed degrees in the US, 
including a PhD in history. He taught 
at the University of New Mexico and 
Purdue University, Indiana, and in 1985 
was a visiting Fulbright fellow in the 
Faculty of Military Studies, UNSW, at the 
Royal Military College, Duntroon. From 
1995 to 2001, he was a visiting fellow 
at Monash University; from 2001 until 
his death, he was a visiting professorial 
fellow in the School of History at 
UNSW@ADFA.

Gunther was one of the world’s leading 
military historians. He published 
numerous books on Austrian military 
history. In the 1970s he also established 
himself as an international Napoleonic 
scholar; at the time of his death, he 
had just completed The Emperor’s Last 
Victory: Napoleon and the Battle of 
Wagram (to be published in November 
2004). He is survived by his wife, 
Dr Eleanor Hancock, of the School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
UNSW@ADFA, and by his three 
stepdaughters from his second marriage 
and their families.

Peter Dennis
Professor of History, 
School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, UNSW@ADFA.

OBITUARIES

IRENE REUTER

PAUL RODWELL

 GUNTHER 
ROTHENBERG
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Seven years ago making a 
simple phone call would have 
made Zixiu Guo incredibly 
nervous. Then she found 
the University’s Workplace 
English Program (WEP).

“I always preferred to speak with people face-to-face,” Zixiu said. It’s diffi cult to associate 
this picture with the self-assured lecturer from the School of Information Systems, 
Technology and Management. Since attending weekly classes and consultations through 

the Workplace English Program, Zixiu no longer feels nervous picking up the phone or speaking 
to a lecture theatre full of students. “Now I feel very confi dent,” Zixiu said.

Zixiu migrated to Australia in 1997 and, having taught at Tianjin University in China, was keen to 
start lecturing in Australia.  

“I wanted to complete a PhD, so in 1998 I began researching how culture infl uences the way 
people communicate within organisations,” Zixiu said. “In 1999 I got a job lecturing part-time and 
soon realised how nervous I was about speaking to so many people.” Zixiu heard about WEP and 
approached Catherine Maitland, the program’s teacher and co-ordinator for the past seven years.

Zixiu continues to keep in regular contact with Catherine. “After a year and a half of classes we are 
now good friends,” Zixiu said. “We catch up for coffee and chat on the phone.”

In 2003, 94 UNSW staff from 21 different language backgrounds attended the Workplace English 
Program. The free program offers classes specifi cally for academic and general staff, especially 
those from non-English-speaking backgrounds, focusing on areas such as writing and telephone 
skills, pronunciation and seminar presentations. 

The Workplace English Program is based at the Institute of Languages and is now in its thirteenth 
year. In October, the program will launch new materials that can be used for self-study in the 
Individual Learning Centre or at home. The Workplace English Program is fully funded by UNSW. 
For more information, visit the website at www.lang.unsw.edu.au/wep  ■

I have confidence in… WEP
By Alex Clark

What about recycling plastic?
D id you know that the hard compacted white foam used for packaging computers 

(as well as other offi ce and electrical items) can be recycled?

John Albani from the School of Computer Science and Engineering does. The CSE’s IT 
team leader has won the Green Legend Autumn award from UNSW’s Green Offi ce for 
initiating a process for recycling his school’s expanded polystyrene (EPS) plastic.

John spent a couple of hours researching polystyrene packaging and discovered the 
Plastics and Chemicals Industry Association (PACIA), which offers a pick-up service to 
take EPS waste to be recycled.

“You can compact EPS waste to one-fortieth of its volume, crush it up into tiny beads, 
and use it to make new plastic things,” John said.

Having implemented the recycling in his own school, John would like to see it adopted 
across the University. He believes each school should look at recycling, taking into 
account the types of waste their school produces.

If you are interested in establishing a green initiative in your area or if you would like 
more information about recycling plastic, contact Mim Buchhorn on 9385 4907 or 
email miriam@unsw.edu.au   ■

By Sarah Wilson

Zixiu Guo and Catherine MaitlandA
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1939–2004
UNSW Foundation 
Board member
Bob Sutton, who was awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate in 2003 for services to the University, 
was a past Chairman of the UNSW Foundation 
and a current member of the Foundation Board. 
“The University owes Bob Sutton an immense 
debt,” Acting Vice-Chancellor Professor Mark 
Wainwright said. “He donated his time and 
energy to encouraging support for UNSW and 
he was a generous donor in his own right.”

Mr Sutton, who was awarded an AO in 2004, 
was a leader in the fi eld of international 
corporate relations and trade. In the 1960s 
he worked in Australian diplomatic posts and 
then joined banking group Jardine Matheson, 
rising to be chairman of Jardine’s Australian 
operations. One of Australia’s most experienced 
company directors, he served as Chair and 
Director on some of the region’s most infl uential 
business and industry groups. 

He was the chairman of both the charity 
fundraiser, The United Way, and the Liberal 
Party’s fundraising body, the Millennium Forum. 
“He contributed much to Australia,” Prime 
Minister John Howard said. 

Mr Sutton attended UNSW, graduating with 
a Bachelor of Commerce in 1963. He played 
a vital role as Chairman of the UNSW 
Foundation from 1994 to 2002. He embraced 
the role with enthusiasm, saying “we cannot 
rest while there are still students with high 
ability who cannot afford to attend university; 
while there are researchers close to making 
exciting breakthroughs and while students 
and staff are working in cramped and 
unproductive conditions”. 

ROBERT (BOB) SUTTON AO



JUNE
Griffi th Review 4: Making Perfect Bodies,
by authors including Robyn Williams 
(Science) and John Carmody (Medical 
Sciences); $14.85

Résumés That Get 
Shortlisted: 2nd Edition, by 
Jim Bright (Psychology); 
$22.45

The Economics of Climate 
Change, by Anthony D. 
Owen (Economics) and Nick 
Hanley; $193.50

JULY
The Case for an Australian 
Bill of Rights: Freedom in 
the War on Terror, by George 
Williams (Law); $15.25

Deadly Sounds, Deadly 
Places: Contemporary 
Aboriginal Music in 
Australia, by Chris Gibson 

(FBE) and Peter Dunbar-
Hall; $35.95

Family Time: The Social 
Organisation of Care, by 
Michael Bittman (SPRC); 
$56.70

Retire Ready: the Defi nitive 
Financial Guide to Retiring 
Well, by authors including 

Dianna Olsberg (Sociology); $22.45

Dealing with Depression 2 Edition, by 
Gordon Parker (Psychiatry); $19.75

Understanding Derrida, by Reynolds & Rolfe; with 
contributors including Roslyn 
Diprose (Philosophy); $31.50

AUGUST
Analysis of Variance via 
Confi dence Intervals, by Kevin 
Bird (Psychology); $63.00

East Timor, Australia and 
Regional Order, by James 
Cotton (ADFA); $160.20

History and Political Economy: Essays 
in Honour of P.D.Groenewegan, by 
John Lodewijks (Economics) and Tony 
Aspromurgos; $200.70

Women’s Suffrage in Asia, by Mina Roces 
(History) and Louise Edwards; $160.20

When I was playing junior cricket I used 
to open the batting, but my glasses 
would fog up under my helmet and 

I would have to retire hurt by the time I got to 
double fi gures. I ended up at the optometrist 
having contact lenses fi tted, and my interest in 
optometry grew from there. 

I came to UNSW in 1995, graduating in 1999 
with an Optometry degree. After a year in 
practice in my home town of Ulladulla, I 
returned to UNSW to undertake a second 
undergraduate degree, this time in Health 
and Sports Science. A year into this second 
degree and after doing some casual teaching in 
Optometry, I was offered a full-time position in 
the School of Optometry and Vision Science. In 
reality, I just fell into the lecturing position, and 
it was quite a challenge as I was also doing a 
full-time undergraduate degree.

I have now fi nished the second degree, which 
frees up time for research and for starting my 
PhD on visual perception of pre-release cues in 
cricket batting.

What do you like most about your job? 
I love the academic environment that a university 
provides – being around similarly minded but 
diverse and inquisitive people. The way the 
University provides a place in which we can 
work, live and play provides a great community 
feel, similar to that of a country town.

Pet hate? 
People complaining but not actually getting up 
and doing something about it to correct it.

What are you reading?
I have only read two books for pleasure in the 
last twelve years – I read the fi rst two Harry 
Potter books so that I could talk about the 
characters to children when I test their eyes. I 
would rather be outside kicking a footy around 
than reading – I do enough reading at work!

Best advice you’ve ever received? 
If your job is something you love doing, then 
you will never work another day for the rest of 
your life. From what I can tell, very few people 
get the chance to do a job they absolutely love.

What inspires you?
I think the chance to live up to your potential 
motivates me, but the chance to exceed 
potential inspires me. I can’t stand seeing 
people waste potential.

You’re hosting a dinner party and can invite four 
people (living or dead). Who is on your guest list? 
Shane Warne, Robbie Williams, Peter Sterling 
and David Letterman. It would be a heck of a 
boys’ night out.

Favourite expression? 
Be nice to those above you in the food chain, 
but nicer to those below you. 

What are you good at?
Speaking my mind when required (typically 
forgetting about the consequences), and 
putting things off that aren’t due tomorrow. I 
guess my snowboarding is getting better.

What can’t you do? 
Sing, eat vegetables, and focus on more than 
one thing at a time. My wrong ‘un needs a lot 
of work too.
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David Mann
 Winner of two 
University Medals

David Mann is associate lecturer in the 
School of Optometry and Vision Science; 
tutor of Functional Anatomy in the School 
of Medical Sciences; the assistant senior 
fellow of Baxter College; and the winner of 
a second University Medal in May. His fi rst, 
for Optometry, was awarded in 2000. 

THE STACK
New books by UNSW authors
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These titles are already out or will be available 
from the UNSW Bookshop, 9385 6622, 
bookshop@unsw.edu.au.
GOT A BOOK COMING OUT SOON? Email 
uniken@unsw.edu.au with the details. 
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Special Council Meeting 
3 June 2004 
APPOINTMENT OF VICE-
CHANCELLOR
Council appointed Professor 
Mark Wainwright as Vice-
Chancellor from 1 July 2004 to 

31 May 2005. Professor Wainwright has been Acting Vice-Chancellor 
since the resignation of Professor Rory Hume on 8 April and was 
previously Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research) and Dean of the 
Faculty of Engineering.

HALL MATTER – REPORT ON EXTERNAL INDEPENDENT 
INQUIRY (EII)
Council resolved to adopt the Report of the EII into the Hall matter, 
affi rm its view that the fi ndings of the EII constitute the most expert 
statement available on the issues that the EII addressed and, given 
the lapse of time and considerations of natural justice and cost, 
to take no further disciplinary action with respect to the issues on 
which the EII reached specifi c conclusions and fi ndings.

Council Meeting 21 June 2004
NORTH MALL DEVELOPMENT ZONE
Council approved the further development of projects within the 
North Mall Development Zone including the construction of a 
new building for the Faculty of Law, the conversion of the Heffron 
Building for use by the Faculty of Commerce and Economics and 
Centrally Allocated Teaching Space, and construction of a new 
centrally managed sciences building for teaching and research 
facilities. The approval clears the way for the submission of 
development applications to Randwick City Council.

STUDENT CONTRIBUTION CHARGES FOR COMMONWEALTH 
SUPPORTED (HECS) RATES AT UNSW
Following lengthy debate, and noting that the Australian 
Government has failed to provide appropriate funding and 
indexation levels for public higher education for at least a decade, 
Council resolved to approve the University setting its higher 
education student contribution levels for all courses at 100% of 
the indexed indicative HECS level in 2005 and 125% of the indexed 
indicative HECS level in 2006 and 2007.

MEETING DATES
Council adopted a new meeting schedule for the remainder of 
2004. Meetings will now be on the following dates: 2pm on 
Monday 26 July, 30 August, 11 October and 22 November.

Council meetings are open to all members of the University – that 
is, staff, students, graduates and emeriti. If you wish to attend 
a Council meeting, go to the Inquiry Counter of the Chancellery 
before the meeting where you will be issued with a pass and some 
notes for observers. Observers have no speaking rights and must 
leave the Chamber when confi dential items are being discussed.

COUNCIL MINUTES
Council minutes and other information about Council are 
available to all members of the University by accessing the 
Secretariat website (www.secretariat.unsw.edu.au) then following 
the links to Council. For further information on matters relating 
to Council or its Standing Committees, please contact Victoria 
Eyles, v.eyles@unsw.edu.au, 9385 3068 or Janet McGaw, 
j.mcgaw@unsw.edu.au, 9385 3072.

The Chancellor is Chair of Council.

Academic Board meeting of 1 June and special 
meeting of 18 June 2004

By Kevin McConkey

At our June meeting, we farewelled those leaving 
Academic Board on 30 June: Aldo Bagnara, Rae 

Dufty, Graham Fleet, Peter Hall, Ralph Hall, Ardrian Hardjono, 
Paul Hwang, Alexandra McCosker, Robyn Richmond, Sylvia Ross, 
Helen Swarbrick, George Williams and Joe Wolfe. We thanked 
these colleagues for their work on Academic Board on behalf of the 
University. We noted those elected to Academic Board from 1 July 
(see page 3).

We endorsed the establishment of the Research Centre for Energy 
and Environmental Markets in the Faculties of Engineering and 
Commerce and Economics, and we approved the award of pass 
with distinction for a number of undergraduate pass degree 
programs in the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences.

We recommended that Council approve (a) the disestablishment 
of the School of Industrial Relations and Organisational Behaviour 
and the School of International Business, and the establishment 
of the School of Organisation and Management in the Faculty of 
Commerce and Economics; (b) the introduction of the Graduate 
Diploma (Research) in Optometry and the introduction of a 
Master of Philosophy; (c) a revised UNSW Intellectual Property 
Policy; and (d) revisions to three of the objectives of the General 
Education Program.

For most of the 1 June meeting, Academic Board discussed HECS 
charges at UNSW from 2005, and specifi cally canvassed the 
possible rationale for and consequences of (a) HECS being set at 
the indicative levels; in other words no increases or decreases; 
(b) HECS being set at differential levels across the clusters; in other 
words some possible increases, some at the indicative levels, and 
some possible decreases; and (c) HECS being set at increased 
levels across the clusters. In doing so, we considered how each of 
these options would infl uence the dimensions of (a) the impact on 
the quality of education; (b) the perception and reality of matters of 
social equity and responsibility; and (c) the University’s capacity to 
achieve its strategic goals. The intent of the discussion was to assist 
the Acting Vice-Chancellor formulate recommendations that were 
considered at a special meeting on 18 June. At that special meeting, 
Academic Board considered those recommendations, including that 
UNSW set its HECS at the indexed indicative levels in 2005 and set 
its HECS at 125% of the indexed indicative levels in 2006 and 2007. 
Academic Board voted to recommend that Council approve these 
recommendations of the Acting Vice-Chancellor.

If there are issues that you would like Academic Board or its 
Committees to consider, or if you would like to attend a meeting, 
then please let me know via k.mcconkey@unsw.edu.au or
9385 2393.

Kevin McConkey is president of the Academic Board

Transitions, directions and HECSCOUNCIL 
REPORT
By Dr John Yu, AC, Chancellor



On 13 May, Attorney-General and former 
Immigration Minister Philip Ruddock 
tabled in Parliament the report of 

the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity 
Commission’s National Inquiry into Children in 
Immigration Detention. The report represents the 
most comprehensive investigation undertaken into 
the management, impact and implementation of 
immigration detention policies and procedures on 
asylum-seeker children. 

Despite the extent of the report – 894 pages – the 
fi ndings were simple: that Australia’s immigration 
detention laws are fundamentally inconsistent 
with the Convention of the Rights of the Child; 
that children held in 
Immigration Detention 
for long periods of time 
are at high risk of serious 
mental harm and that the 
Commonwealth’s failure 
to adequately address this 
harm amounts to cruel, 
inhumane and degrading treatment; and that 
children held in Immigration Detention have not 
been in a position to enjoy their rights as stipulated 
in the Convention of the Rights of the Child.

The report documents in alarming detail case 
after case where the wellbeing of children has 
been compromised. The fi ndings have not been 
substantially disputed by the current or former 
Ministers for Immigration, who have justifi ed the 
continued detention of children as a necessary 
evil to protect the integrity of our borders. While 
there is little evidence to support the success of 
detention to achieve this, one would think that 
such an argument – that it is necessary to harm 
children in order to send a warning to people-
smugglers and their human cargo – would trigger 
community alarm. 

But this questionable moral stance has barely 
registered on the national conscience. Children 
in detention have been newsworthy in the past, 
but apparently not now that the evidence of harm 
is unequivocal. The tabling of the report in the 
middle of the budget period helped to ensure that 
the eyes of the nation were diverted elsewhere 

but does not explain why the four-week deadline 
imposed by the Human Rights Commissioner for 
the release of children (which expired on 10 June) 
passed with scant media comment. 

How are we to understand the failure of this 
report to provoke media attention or community 
concern? Are we to conclude that the conscience 
of Australia has been anaesthetised? Should the 
abuse of children in immigration detention be 
placed in the context of a long tradition of abuse 
of the ‘other’ throughout Australian history? From 
convicts during early settlement, to the treatment 
of Indigenous Australians, the slave trade of 
Pacifi c Islanders, the Chinese during and after 

the gold rush, or the abuse 
of orphans, state wards, 
the mentally ill and the 
disabled in institutional 
environments that 
history has shown 
were cruel and 
inhumane. 

Through all of these examples runs 
the common thread of community 
disengagement. 

But no matter how much we avert 
our gaze, the pursuit of policies 
that ignore human rights, such as 
mandatory detention or the use 
of temporary protection visas for 
bona fi de refugees, will result in 
profound suffering, just as 
other breaches of human 
rights have in the 
past. 

One way or another we will be forced to confront 
the human suffering we have allowed to occur 
in our name, either now through standing up for 
human rights or later, when the victims confront 
us with the evidence of the harm they have 
suffered, and ask the question: “How did the 
people of Australia let this happen?”  ■

When the welfare of 
children no longer matters

By Zachary Steel

How are we to understand the 
failure of this report to provoke 
community concern? Are we to 
conclude that the conscience of 
Australia has been anaesthetised? 

Dr Zachary Steel is a senior lecturer with 
the Centre for Population Mental Health 
Research, School of Psychiatry.
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