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Hepatitis B section: 
Stigma and discrimination-
CALD community knowledge 
& attitudes
A/Professor Loren Brener



Chinese sample
(N=997)

Vietnamese sample
(N=966)

Korean sample
(N=599)

Filipino sample
(N=579)

Age Mean (SD), Range 43.68 (14.73), 18-84 36.44 (13.21), 18-90 47.42 (16.06), 18-94 36.08 (10.66), 18-80

Gender
Male 424 (43.8) 397 (41.5) 159 (26.9) 329 (57.9)

Female 541 (55.9) 544 (56.9) 428 (72.3) 228 (40.1)

Non-binary/different 
term/Prefer not to answer

3 (0.3) 15 (1.6) 5 (0.9) 11 (2.0)

Country of birth
Australia 108 (10.9) 218 (22.6) 7 (1.2) 300 (51.9)

Outside Australia 883 (89.1) 746 (77.4) 592 (98.8) 278 (48.1)

Sexuality
Heterosexual 818 (87.2) 835 (88.5) 515 (91.8) 551 (95.3)
Gay/Lesbian/Queer 24 (2.5) 49 (5.2) 10 (1.9) 4 (0.7)
Bisexual/pansexual 10 (1.1) 21 (2.2) 2 (0.4) 1 (0.2)
Different term/ Prefer not to 
answer

86 (9.2) 39 (4.1) 34 (6.1) 21 (3.6)



Stigma
Participants were asked whether they think they would experience stigma or 
discrimination if they had hepatitis B

These results are only among participants who reported that they did not have hepatitis B.
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Attitudes towards HBV
Participants who agree/strongly agree



Knowledge about the causes of HBV– 
Participants who agree/strongly agree
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Conclusion
• Migrant communities hold some concerning attitudes towards HBV  eg, over half of all the samples felt that 

screening/testing for hepatitis B is necessary for job applications because it is helpful for preventing transmission 
to other employees.

• While the majority of all samples felt that people who have hepatitis B should not be isolated by family and 
friends, approximately one third of all samples reported that if they knew that someone had hepatitis B, they 
would avoid close contact with them

• Of concern is the inconsistent, mixed knowledge about HBV among these communities especially around 
causes/transmission routes

• Findings  highlight the importance of understanding the differences among these migrant communities so we can 
target health promotion and stigma reduction interventions appropriately

• Because of elevated prevalence and burden of disease of hepatitis B among these four migrant populations, it is 
important to increase hepatitis B knowledge and raise awareness of the different routes of transmission

• Increased hepatitis B knowledge among these  communities with higher rates of hepatitis B, can assist in 
increasing testing and engagement with care.



Hepatitis C & 
Drug use section:
Dr Jake Rance



•  Alcohol & Other Drugs (AOD) + Harm Reduction

• Hepatitis C (HCV) Treatment, Elimination, and Cure

• HCV in the Prison Setting

• COVID-19 and AOD use



• “The differential distribution of public grieving is a political issue of 
enormous significance” (Judith Butler, Frames of War)

• Analysis of ‘grievability’ focused on the operations of power within 
mainstream newspaper coverage of drug-related overdose deaths 



.’

Deadly Liver Mob

• A health promotion program by & for Australian 
First Nations peoples focusing on blood-borne 
viruses + sexually transmitted infections

• Series of papers reported on different aspects of 
the CSRH evaluation of the program

• The process of constructing a culturally 
appropriate evaluation framework 

• Importance of a strengths-based approach which 
foregrounds social relations & collective practices 



• Qualitative interviews with participants regarding post-release 
service engagement

• Analysis conducted via a framework of ‘trust’ found consistently 
negative experiences with trusting relationships rarely described



• Examined the provision of opioid agonist treatment (OAT) during the 
pandemic

• Persistent rigidity versus examples of flexible, enabling environments



HIV section:
Dr Timothy Broady



GBQ+ Community Periodic Surveys

Main data source on sexual, drug use, testing and prevention 
practices 
• Related to transmission of HIV and other STIs 
• Gay, bi+, and queer (GBQ+) men and non-binary people who have sex 

with GBQ+ men
COVID-19 impacted participant recruitment between 2020-2022
• 2023 closer to pre-pandemic efforts

In 2023: Increased bi+, increased cultural diversity, older age, 
decreased % living with HIV



Participants living with HIV
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HIV testing
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PrEP cascade
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Net prevention coverage: Casual partners
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Net prevention coverage: Casual partners
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Summary

In 2023, return to pre-pandemic recruitment
• Reflected in testing, sexual behaviour, PrEP use
Continued high levels of HIV treatment and viral suppression
HIV prevention coverage with casual partners exceeded 80% for 
the first time
• % reporting casual sex with risk of HIV transmission continued to decrease



STI & Sexual 
health section:
Prof Limin Mao









“Unequal exposure, unequal 
transmission, unequal susceptibility and 
unequal treatment”





Stigma section:
Professor Carla Treloar



Strategic purpose of stigma monitoring

Objectives within each Australian national strategies - addressing 
HIV, viral hepatitis, and sexually transmissible infections:

“eliminate the negative impact of stigma, discrimination, and legal 
and human rights issues on people’s health”. 



Stigma Indicators Monitoring Project 

Key populations – experienced
Men who have sex with men
Ppl living with HIV
Ppl who inject drugs
Ppl living with hepatitis C
Sex workers

Expressed stigma
Health workers

General public

Key community groups re hep B

Young people re STIs



Stigma Indications - data collection
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

People living with HIV N=181 N=847 N=707 TBC

Men who have sex with men N=339 N=1,280 N=1,114 N=1,280 N=2,046

People who inject drugs N=124 N=592 N=607 N=612

People living with hepatitis C N=108 N=274 N=272 N=267

Hepatitis B Chinese
Vietnamese

Korean
Filipino

Middle 
Eastern
African

Living with

Sex workers N=633 N=689 TBC

People with STIs N=30 N=66

Health care workers N=353 N=550 N=907 N=1993 N=992

General public N=1,001 N=2,010 N=2,251 N=1,905



2023 – Men who have sex with men



2023 – People who inject drugs



2023 – People living with hepatitis C



Sneak preview – Health care workers, 2024



Exploring other aspects of stigma
Interventions:
Broady et al: Reducing stigma towards people living with HIV and 
people who inject drugs using social norms theory: An online study with 
Australian health care workers. 
Drug and Alcohol Dependence 2023.

Data justice:
Smith et al: Engaging stigmatised communities in Australia with digital 
health systems: Towards data justice in public health. 
Sexuality Research and Social Policy 2023.
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