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The meaning of 
housing need:

How is the model 
constructed?



What’s the model?

Objective: 

Identify those whose housing needs 
are not being met by market housing

A proxy measure for demand for social and affordable housing
(or NRAS or CRA or income support…)



What’s the model?
Start with all households in Australia

(about 9.6 million households)



What’s the model?
Split them into tenures

Other tenures (69%)

Private rental (27%)

Social rental (4%)



What’s the model?
Split private rental into income groups

Other renters (75%)

Low-income renters (18%)

Very-low-income renters (17%)

 Different quintile splits for different
household types (to reflect different
housing costs)

Singles: $425, $600
Couples: $875, $1,450
Families: $1,475, $2,050

 Student households considered ‘other’
irrespective of income



What’s the model?
Identify those in rental stress

 86% of very-low income renters
are in rental stress

 Add ‘manifest need’ from 
enumerated homeless population

 437,000 very-low income households 
with unmet needs



What’s the model?
Identify those in rental stress

 86% of very-low income renters
are in rental stress

 Add ‘manifest need’ from 
enumerated homeless population

 437,000 very-low income households
with unmet needs

 Additional 203,000 (43%) low-income renters
with unmet needs



What’s the model?
Social housing as ‘met needs’

 37% of need for below market rental met
 46% of ‘eligible’ social housing need met 



What’s the model?

Most households (90%) 
generally have their housing 

needs met by market housing



Headline 
findings:

What does the model 
tell us?



Headline findings

1. unmet need is everywhere
2. unmet need is not uniform
3. unmet need is not a ‘spike’
4. unmet need can be met!



1. Unmet need is everywhere
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1. Unmet need is everywhere
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ACT ⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤  ⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤  ⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤  ⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤  ⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤
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2. Unmet need is not uniform
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Compare four regions’ 
unmet housing needs:

• Inner city: Inner Perth
• Urban fringe: Northwest Perth
• Regional: Wheatbelt
• Remote: North WA Outback



Inner city: High costs, affecting Q2

Australia Inner Perth
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Urban fringe: Destination of Q1 families

Australia Northwest Perth
Q1 rent stress Q2 rent stress Q1 rent stress Q2 rent stress

Family

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

Couple

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

Single

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤

 
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

 

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤
⬤

Homeless ⬤⬤⬤⬤⬤  ⬤⬤ ⬤⬤⬤



Regional: No options for singles

Australia Wheat Belt
Q1 rent stress Q2 rent stress Q1 rent stress Q2 rent stress
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Remote: crowded non-market housing

Australia North WA Outback
Q1 rent stress Q2 rent stress Q1 rent stress Q2 rent stress
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3. Unmet need is not a ‘spike’
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4. Unmet need can be met!

current stock
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4. Unmet need can be met!

Unmet need, 6.6%
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Any questions?
ryan.v@unsw.edu.au

cityfutures.ada.unsw.edu.au/cityviz/
housing-need-dashboard/  

mailto:ryan.v@unsw.edu.au
http://cityfutures.ada.unsw.edu.au/cityviz/housing-need-dashboard/
http://cityfutures.ada.unsw.edu.au/cityviz/housing-need-dashboard/
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