
DOESN'T LIKE
sitting still 
or spelling

Heavy vehicle mechanic

support other women doing
apprenticeships and trades

to succeed.

working with her hands
and being outdoors

heavy commercial vehicle
apprenticeship at 15




fixing big things
and plant machines

on a farm

CAN

WANTS TO

LOVES

STUDIED

EXPERT ON GREW UP

CAREER

ride motorbikes, do a
cartwheel, and teach others

how to fix big things

a Fixer
Louise is

www.futureyouaustralia.com.au/pathfinders/louise



Bachelor of
Accounting

On-the-job learning 

Works in
car wash

Starts electrical
apprenticeship but misses

working with vehicles

Changes to heavy
vehicle apprenticeship

Gets job as heavy
vehicle mechanic

Short courses to gain
industry certifications

and licenses

Finish
Year 10

Starts school-based heavy
vehicle apprenticeship

(Cert III)

Works as leaflet
dropper after school

Finishes
apprenticeship

Gets job as heavy
vehicle mechanic

through Seek

On-the-job learning

Heavy vehicle mechanic career pathways

Finish
Year 12

Opens mobile car
wash business

Car wash business
is not doing well

Finishes apprenticeship (Cert III –
Heavy Commercial Vehicle
Mechanical Technology)

Finish
Year 12

Gets practical experience and
learns from experienced
heavy vehicle mechanics

Participates in
available training

programs

Find out more at www.futureyouaustralia.com.au/resources/#other/

Doesn't like accounting -
wants to start earning

income sooner
Promoted to heavy
vehicle mechanic

Entry-level job in
heavy vehicle
workshops 



Electrical apprenticeship: https://www.yourcareer.gov.au/occupations/341111/electrician-general
Heavy vehicle apprenticeship: https://www.aapathways.com.au/jtd/heavy-vehicle-
mechanic/44864a7c-0810-49b6-9615-06504b8e85d4 
Starting your own business: https://business.gov.au/guide/starting

Certificate III in Heavy Commercial Vehicle Mechanical Technology:
https://training.gov.au/training/details/AUR31116

Bachelor of Accounting: https://www.courseseeker.edu.au/
Training courses: https://www.yourcareer.gov.au/learn-and-train/courses

Heavy vehicle mechanic career pathways
Find out more at www.futureyouaustralia.com.au/resources/#other/

The educational qualifications and levels outlined in these pathways are intended as general guidelines. To
obtain accurate and up-to-date information, explore resources specific to your state or territory, available
through websites like myfuture.edu.au, YourCareer.gov.au and australianapprenticeships.gov.au.

There is also a range of financial support available for students doing apprenticeships or going to university,
visit www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/education to see what's available.

Remember, there are countless pathways to the same career. Each child's unique skills, interests, and
strengths will guide them on their personal journey to success.











Previous knowledge
Before undertaking this activity, get students to review each Pathfinder's career
information sheet and poster. These documents include information about each
Pathfinder that is relevant to this activity. 

Career Information Sheets Pathfinder Posters

Pathfinder Census
Meet the Pathfinders! Find out how much you, and
your classmates, have in common with them.

Australian Curriculum V9.0
links for Years 3 to 7 

Science Inquiry

Critical and Creative Thinking
Numeracy
Personal and Social Capability
Literacy

Science

General Capabilities:

Learning outcomes

organise data and information
identify patterns and relationships
share findings through displays

share findings through displays to present data in a creative way

All students will be able to:

Some students will be able to:

Instructions
Tell your students they will analyse their classmates to see which Pathfinder they
are most like. 

Students will use the tally worksheet to gather data about their classmates. After
they've finished collecting their data, they will use the graph worksheet to
organise their information to make it easier for them to analyse it. After they've
analysed their data, they can answer the questions on the graph worksheet. 

Note: There are two versions of the tally and graph worksheets to cater to
students' different abilities. We recommend that students in Years 3 and 4 use
Worksheet 1 and students in Years 5 and 6 use Worksheet 2. Please choose the
sheet most appropriate to the skill level of your classroom.

www.futureyouaustralia.com.au

Worksheet 1

Worksheet 2



Curriculum Links

www.futureyouaustralia.com.au

Links with the Science Curriculum Area

Content DescriptionStrand

Science Inquiry AC9S3I04 – Year 3
construct and use representations, including tables, simple
column graphs and visual or physical models, to organise data
and information, show simple relationships and identify patterns

AC9S4I04 – Year 4
construct and use representations, including tables, simple
column graphs and visual or physical models, to organise data
and information, show simple relationships and identify patterns

AC9S5I04 – Year 5
construct and use appropriate representations, including tables,
graphs and visual or physical models, to organise and process
data and information and describe patterns, trends and
relationships

AC9S6I04 – Year 6
construct and use appropriate representations, including tables,
graphs and visual or physical models, to organise and process
data and information and describe patterns, trends and
relationships











Pathfinder Workwords
Heavy Vehicle Mechanic

Find 20 words Louise needs to her do her job.

www.futureyouaustralia.com.au/pathfinders/louise

VEHICLES

TROUBLESHOOTING

TOOLS

CONVERSIONS

MEASUREMENTS

INTERPRETATION

MATHS

ENGINEERING

VISUALISING

SCHEMATICS

DIAGNOSE

MANUAL

COMPUTERS

HYDRAULICS

MONITORING

TESTING

EVALUATING

OBSERVING

COMMUNICATING

LISTENING

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.



Pathfinder Workwords
Answers

www.futureyouaustralia.com.au/pathfinders/louise

Let's reflect

Were any of these words new to you? Look them up and find out
what they mean.

Which of these skills do you think you are best at, or would like
to get better at?

1.______________________________

2.______________________________

3.______________________________

Can you think of anything else Louise might need to do her job?
____________________________________________________



www.futureyouaustralia.com.au/pathfinders/louise

Meet Louise. She's a heavy vehicle mechanic. Think of five STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) skills she uses in her job.


