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Minutes of the 541st meeting of COUNCIL held at 2pm on Monday 2 June 2025 in Boardroom 
307, Level 3, Chancellery and via Microsoft Teams 
 
 
PRESENT Mr David Gonski AC, Chancellor 

Dr Jennifer Alexander 
Ms Maxine Brenner (via Teams) 
Professor Attila Brungs, Vice-Chancellor and President 
The Hon Justice Elizabeth Cheeseman (via Teams) 
Mr Matthew Grounds AM  
Mr Mark Johnson  
Professor Scott Kable, President of the Academic Board (until 4pm) 
Mr Warwick Negus, Deputy Chancellor 
Professor Justine Nolan 
Mr James Raggatt 
Ms Catherine Rowe 
Mr Pepsi Sharma  
Dr Lana Tatour (until 4.39pm) 
 

APOLOGIES          Aunty Maxine Ryan 
  
IN ATTENDANCE Dr Chrissy Burns, Chief Information Officer and Acting Vice-President, 

Operations  
Mr David Cross, Chief of Staff, Vice-Chancellor’s Office 
Professor Bronwyn Fox AO, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Research and 
Enterprise 
Professor Colin Grant, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Global 

 Ms Clair Hodge, Chief Assurance and Legal Officer 
 Professor Leanne Holt, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Indigenous 

Professor Sarah Maddison, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Education and Student 
Experience 
 
Present: 
Item 5.2  
Mr Tim Beattie, Chief Property Officer 
Mr Will Syddall, Head Environmental Sustainability 
 
Item 10   
Professor Claire Annesley, Dean Faculty of Arts, Design and Architecture 
Mr David Cami, Faculty Executive Director 
 

SECRETARY Mr James Fitzgibbon, Director of Governance and University Secretary 
Dr Amrita Mukhopadhyay, Senior Governance Administrator 

 
For convenience, items were taken out of agenda order. 

 
PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

  
1.  Welcome, apologies and leave of absence 

  
The Chancellor welcomed the members and attendees and noted the apology. 
 
The Chancellor acknowledged the Bidjigal people that are the Traditional Custodians of 
the land on which our main campus is located and paid his respects to the Elders past 
and present. 
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The Chancellor welcomed Dr Chrissy Burns who is attending Council as Acting Vice-
President, Operations. 
 

2.  Declarations of interest and conflicts of interest 
 
The Chancellor invited members to disclose any interests or conflict of interests relevant 
to items for discussion at the meeting. 
 
No further interests were declared. 
 

3.  Minutes of previous meeting and business arising (other than business in this 
agenda) 

 3.1.  Minutes of Council meeting held on 14 April 2025 
   

RESOLVED 
Council approved the minutes as of its meeting held on 14 April 2025, as altered 
as above, as an accurate record and authorised the Chancellor to sign them. 
 

 3.2.  Matters arising and business carried forward 
   

RESOLVED 
Council noted that there were no matters outstanding.  
 

4.  Adoption of items for noting and approval and starring of item 
  

The Chancellor invited members to star items 11.1 and 11.2 if they wanted them 
discussed. No items were starred.  
 
RESOLVED 
Council adopted the unstarred items 11.1 and 11.2 for approval and noting. 
 

MANAGEMENT AND STRATEGY 
  

5.  Report of the Vice-Chancellor and President to Council 
 

6.  Academic Board report and recommendations 
 
The President of the Academic Board reported on the Academic Board items. 
 

 6.1.  Report to Council by President of the Academic Board 
   

The President of the Academic Board provided an overview of the recent 
Academic Board meeting and informed Council of: 
 

• the specialisations and new programs which were moving through 
academic governance pathways to meet UNSW Handbook entry 
timelines; 

• the invitation to Academic Board members to review the Academic Board 
Annual Workplan 2025 to note items for discussion at upcoming 
meetings of the Academic Board; 

• the establishment of an undergraduate diploma allowing enrolled 
undergraduate degree students, who do not wish to continue with their 
degree, an option to exit with a UNSW credential; 
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• the introduction of a range of new specialisations and cross disciplinary 
majors offering a richer educational experience to students; and 

• the continued engagement of student representatives, including their 
participation in the Academic Board Student Representative Group, 
contributing to Academic Board operations. 

 
Council commended the President of the Academic Board on the introduction of 
specialisations, noting that the cross disciplinary focus connects to the Societal 
Impact Framework of the UNSW Strategy and is a valuable addition that 
supports the employability of UNSW graduates.  
 
Council discussed: 

• the issue of exploring pathways for mature age students to re-engage 
with UNSW educational programs; 

• the recognition of prior learning as an instrument of attracting mature age 
students into educational opportunities at UNSW; 

• the expansion of the entry pathways to UNSW through Technical And 
Further Education programs; and 

• the review of the Main Library opening hours given the pressure on the 
Law Library, which is open 24/7. 

 
RESOLVED 
Council noted the report of the President of the Academic Board. 
 

 6.2.  Minutes of the meeting - 6 May 2025  
   

RESOLVED 
Council noted the unconfirmed minutes of the Academic Board meeting held on 
6 May 2025.  
 

 6.3.  Report on the establishment of a degree, diploma, certificate or other 
award program by the Academic Board 

   
RESOLVED 
Council noted the Academic Board approval of its report on the establishment of 
a degree, diploma, certificate or other award program by the Academic Board. 
 

7.  Information Technology Committee report 
 

8.  Honorary Degrees Committee report [Item discussed under 17.4] 
 

9.  Safety and Risk Committee report and recommendations  
 

10.  Arts, Design and Architecture Faculty Presentation 
  
11.  Items for Approval and Noting 
   
 11.1.  Modern Slavery Statement 
   
 11.2.  Assurance of alignment with functions and the Higher Education 

Standards Framework 
   

 Business without notice 
 
The Chancellor asked members if there were any items of business without notice.  
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The Chancellor noted that this was the last Council meeting for Jennifer Alexander and 
Matthew Grounds. The Chancellor noted that both Council members are UNSW alumni 
with a history of strong associations with the University.  
 
 
Maxine Brenner, Chair of the Safety and Risk Committee, thanked Dr Alexander for her 
contribution to the Committee’s work over the years.  
 
The Chancellor advised Council members that a formal acknowledgement of their 
service to UNSW will be organised later in the year. The event details and the invite will 
be communicated to all Council members. 
 
Council thanked Jennifer Alexander and Matthew Grounds for their service to UNSW. 
 

 
 
SIGNED AS A CORRECT RECORD 
Presiding Member 
Mr David Gonski AC 
Chancellor 
11 August 2025 

 

  


