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Faculty of Law & Justice 

9201 Master of Laws (LLM) Study Plan 
This document is designed to assist you, as a first-year student, in planning your studies within the 9201Master of Laws program. This document supplements information available in the UNSW 
Handbook (https://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/).   
If you have any questions or need assistance with your program and/or enrolment, please contact The Nucleus: Student Hub (https://nucleus.unsw.edu.au/). 

Do you have a clear understanding of the program rules and program sequence? 
 
Are you an international student, or new to studying law? 

The UNSW Master of Laws program is designed to support your learning to attain the program learning outcomes. 
This is achieved by specific ‘Program Rules’ and course specific ‘Conditions of Enrolment’ that determine what 
courses you need to undertake, and in what order. To complete the UNSW Master of Laws program, you must 
complete 48UOC, including: 

• The required foundation course/s1 (determined by your previous studies and/or work experience),  
• a minimum of 12UOC of courses listed as research-based electives,  
• a maximum of 12 UOC cross-disciplinary electives 
• a minimum of 24 UOC of LAWS courses across the program 

In addition, you are given the option of completing: 

• one or two specialisations depending on your previous studies2,  
• a research thesis course (application required). 

More information about the program rules, specialisations, and course specific ‘Conditions of Enrolment’ (e.g. pre-
requisites, co-requisites, and/or other specific conditions) are available in the UNSW Handbook. Use the selection of 
‘Suggested Progression Plans’ provided in this document to assist you select the appropriate courses.  

 

UNSW delivers courses in three trimesters across a calendar 
year. This offers you flexibility with your annual ‘full-time’ 
enrolment (48UOC) as one term can have fewer number of 
courses/Units of Credit (UOC).  

If you are an international student, or new to studying law, 
you should consider reducing your workload in your first 
year/first term of study to 12UOC instead of 18UOC. This 
means you will need to enrol in 18UOC in the other terms to 
maintain ‘full-time’ enrolment. 

 
1 The foundation course requirements for you will depend on your previous studies. If you have not completed a law degree you must complete both foundation courses in your first or second term (LAWS8213 Legal 
Concepts, Research and Writing (6UOC) and LAWS8214 Global Common Law Systems (6UOC). If you have completed a law degree with a non-common law background you must complete LAWS8214 Global Common 
Law Systems (6UOC) in your first or second term, LAWS8213 Legal Concepts, Research and Writing (6UOC) is optional. If you have completed a law degree with a common law background you may not undertake 
LAWS8213 Legal Concepts Research and Writing (6UOC) as a part of your program. 
2 Completion of a specialisation within the 9201Master of Laws is optional. To undertake a specialisation, you must complete at least 24 UOC from a specified list of courses. If you have not completed a law degree, 
you may choose a maximum of one specialisation within your program. If you have completed a law degree, you may choose a maximum of two specialisations within your program. You should ensure you’re enrolled 
in courses that fulfil the requirements of your chosen specialisation. 
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Suggested progression plans if you have completed a law degree in Australia: 

No Specialisation 
Ye

ar
 1

 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Foundation Course (6UOC)  
i.e. LAWS8214 Global Common Law Systems Research-based Elective (6UOC) Research-based Elective (6UOC) 

Law OR Cross-Disciplinary Elective (6UOC) Law OR Cross-Disciplinary Elective (6UOC) Law OR Cross-Disciplinary Elective (6UOC) 

 Law OR Cross-Disciplinary Elective (6UOC) Law OR Cross-Disciplinary Elective (6UOC) 

12UOC 18 UOC 18UOC 

 
One Specialisation 

Ye
ar

 1
 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Foundation Course (6UOC)  
i.e. LAWS8214 Global Common Law Systems Research-based Elective (6UOC) Research-based Elective (6UOC) 

Specialisation course (6UOC) Specialisation course (6UOC) Specialisation course (6UOC) 

 Specialisation course (6UOC) Law OR Cross-Disciplinary Elective (6UOC)* 

12UOC 18UOC 18UOC 
*Students must ensure that they fulfill the requirement of a completing a minimum of 24UOC of LAWS courses in the program 
 
Two Specialisations 

Ye
ar

 1
 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Specialisation 1 course (6UOC) Specialisation 1 course / Research-based course (6UOC)* Specialisation 1 course (6UOC) 

Specialisation 1 course (6UOC) Specialisation 2 course (6UOC) Specialisation 2 course (6UOC) 

 Specialisation 2 course (6UOC) Specialisation 2 course / Research-based course (6UOC)* 

12UOC 18UOC 18UOC 
*Students must ensure that their specialisation course also fulfills the requirement of a research-based elective of the program 
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Suggested progression plans if you have completed a non-law degree: 

No Specialisation 
Ye

ar
 1

 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Foundation Course (6UOC)  
e.g. LAWS8213 Legal Concepts, Research and Writing Research-based Elective (6UOC) Research-based Elective (6UOC) 

Foundation Course (6UOC)  
e.g. LAWS8214 Global Common Law Systems Law OR Cross-Disciplinary Elective (6UOC) Law OR Cross-Disciplinary Elective (6UOC) 

- Law OR Cross-Disciplinary Elective (6UOC) Law OR Cross-Disciplinary Elective (6UOC) 

12UOC 18UOC 18UOC 

 
One Specialisation 

Ye
ar

 1
 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Foundation Course (6UOC)  
e.g. LAWS8213 Legal Concepts, Research and Writing Research-based Elective (6UOC) Research-based Elective (6UOC) 

Foundation Course (6UOC)  
e.g. LAWS8214 Global Common Law Systems Specialisation course (6UOC) Specialisation course (6UOC) 

- Specialisation course (6UOC) Specialisation course (6UOC) 

12UOC 18UOC 18UOC 
Note: Students without a background from a law program may choose a maximum of one specialisation 
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Your chosen study plan: 
Ye

ar
 1

 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

_____ UOC _____ UOC _____ UOC 
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