


8:30am Guest Arrival and Registration

9:10am Symposium Opening
Dr Moyra Mortby & Associate Professor Ana Capuano

9:20am Welcome to Country

9:30am Personal Perspectives and Experiences
Ms Sophie Ware & Mr Patrick Dare

10:00am Morning Tea

10:30am
Session 1: Why Neuropsychiatric Symptoms are Important

Professor Henry Brodaty
University of New South Wales, Australia

11:00am

Session 2: Pharmacologic Treatment of Neuropsychiatric Symptoms: 
Clinical Treatment Challenges in Older Adults

Professor Sarah Hilmer
University of Sydney, Australia

11:30am

Session 3: Meta-Analytic Approaches for Neuropsychiatric Symptoms 
Topics

Dr Michael Malek-Ahmadi
Banner Alzheimer’s Institute, USA

12:00pm Lunch

13:00pm

Session 4: Mild Behavioural Impairment: What Do We Know About
Neuropsychiatric Symptoms in Dementia-Free Populations

Dr Moyra Mortby
University of New South Wales, Australia

13:30pm

Session 5: What can ‘Omics Tell Us About Disease Mechanisms 
Underlying Neuropsychiatric Symptoms in Neurocognitive Disorders

Dr Byron Creese
Burnel University London, UK

14:00pm

Session 6: Neuropsychiatric Symptoms Research in Residential Aged 
Care Facilities – Challenges and Complexities

Emeritus Professor Elizabeth Beattie
Queensland University of Technology, Australia

14:30pm Afternoon Tea

15:00pm

Session 7: Assessment of Neuropsychiatric Symptoms in Aboriginal 
People

Dr Louise Lavrencic
Neuroscience Research Australia, Australia

15:30pm Day 1 Closing Remarks



9:00am
Day 2 Opening

Associate Professor Ana Capuano & Dr Michael Malek-Ahmadi

9:30am

Session 1: Understanding Neuropsychiatric Scales
Dr Byron Creese

Burnel University London, UK

10:00am Morning Tea

10:30am

Session 2: Modelling Neuropsychiatric Symptoms (Handling Skewed 
Data, Theory of Count Models and Ordinal Models)

Associate Professor Ana Capuano

RUSH University & Harvard University, USA

11:30am
Session 3: Applied Regression Analysis in R

Dr Michael Malek-Ahmadi
Banner Alzheimer’s Institute, USA

12:30pm Lunch

13:30pm Workshop 1: Hands-on Practical Examples Using Provided Data
Associate Professor Ana Capuano & Dr Michael Malek-Ahmadi

14:30pm Afternoon Tea
Grazing Afternoon Tea to Accompany Workshop 2

14:40pm
Workshop 2: Work on Your Own Data in Groups

Associate Professor Ana Capuano & Dr Michael Malek-Ahmadi

15:40pm

Round Table: Statistical and Methodological Considerations when 
Publishing on Neuropsychiatric Symptoms

Associate Professor Ana Capuano, Dr Michael Malek-Ahmadi,
Dr Byron Creese & Moyra Mortby

16:30pm Day 2 Closing Remarks



8:50am Day 3 Opening
Dr Byron Creese

9:00am Session 1: Attendee Presentations
Chair: Dr Byron Creese

9:00am Jiali He, PhD candidate
The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong

9:15am Fleur Harrison, PhD candidate
University of New South Wales, Australia

9:30am Dr Stephanie Wong
Flinders University, Australia

9:45am Professor Muireann Irish
The University of Sydney, Australia

10:00am Session 2: Attendee Presentations
Chair: Associate Professor Ana Capuano

10:00am Dr Abraham Varghese
University of Technology and Applied Sciences, Muscat, Oman

10:15am Lorraine NG, Southern Adelaide Local Health Network
Dr Monica Cations, Flinders University, Australia

10:30am Funmi Akindejoye, PhD candidate
University of Tasmania, Australia

10:45am Associate Professor Margaret MacAndrews
Queensland University of Technology, Australia

11:00am Morning Tea

11:30pm Session 3: Attendee Presentations
Chair: Dr Michael Malek-Ahmadi

11:30am Vepakomma Vineela, PhD candidate
Indian Council of Medical Research – National Institute of Nutrition, India

11:45am Associate Professor Simone Reppermund
University of New South Wales, Australia

12:00am Dr Samuel Warren
University of Sydney, Australia

12:15am Dr Nikki-Anne Wilson
University of New South Wales, Australia

12:30pm Lunch



13:30am Session 4: Attendee Presentations
Chair: Dr Moyra Mortby

13:30pm Yingqui Liao, PhD candidate
National University of Singapore, Singapore

13:45pm Dr Katya Numbers
University of New South Wales, Australia

14:00pm Dr Dana Pourzinal
The University of Queensland, Australia

14:15pm Dr Annette Moxey
Dementia Australia

14:30pm Yumna Ali, PhD candidate
Hazara University, Pakistan

14:45pm Networking Event with Afternoon Tea

15:45pm Closing Remarks
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