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Abbreviations
Al Artificial Intelligence
ATCC American Type Culture Collection
CIA Chief Investigator A
CivMm Complex in vitro Model
EOI Expression of Interest
EMCR Early-Mid Career Researcher
NAT Non-Animal Technologies
NAT-Net Non-Animal Technologies Network
NHMRC National Health and Medical Research Council
PDX Patient-derived xenografts
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Questions about the Grant Guidelines

Host Organisation

Question

Please clarify eligible
research institutions.

Response

The host organisation must be in NSW, conduct health and medical research,
and be one of the following: a university; an independent medical research
institute; a not-for-profit organisation; or a local health district or other public
health organisation.

The host organisation will provide the appropriate infrastructure support for
the research project, including wet/dry lab space, computer equipment, and
desk space.

The host organisation may also choose to provide additional in-kind and cash
support to the project.

Reference

Page 7, “Host
Organisation
Requirements”

Does the limit of 2
applications per host
organisation relate to the
EOIl stage?

Host organisations may submit a maximum of two applications each.

Page 3, “Call for
Applications”

The NAT-Net Executive Committee will determine which EOIs will progress to
full application. Applicants will be notified and provided feedback on their
EOI. Successful applicants will be expected to address the feedback in their
full application.

Page 12, "Stage 1:
Expression of Interest
(EOI)"

Can an organisation be
listed as administering

organisation on more than

2 applications?

The host organisation may choose to have the funds administered by a
separate administering organisation who will enter into the funding
agreement with UNSW.

Page 6, “Host
Organisation
Requirements”

An administering organisation is only required where the funds are held by a
separate organisation to the host organisation. In such cases, the
administering organisation will enter into the funding agreement with UNSW,
manage the funds, enter into subsequent agreements with collaborating
organisations where required, submit financial reports and coordinate other
reporting requirements as outlined in the funding agreement.

Page 7, “Administering
Institution Requirements”

Eligibility of the Collaboration and Partner Organisations

Question

Can an organisation be
listed as participating on

more than 2 applications?

‘ Response

Applicants are encouraged to identify and engage relevant stakeholders,
partners and networks who will provide a meaningful contribution to delivery
of the research project and implementation of outcomes. Partnerships may
vary in type and intensity from informal arrangements such as the provision
of occasional advice, to membership of the research team or project steering
committee, to formal partnerships that are the subject of a written
agreement between the parties.

‘ Reference

Page 10-11, "Research
Collaborations and
Partnerships"

Can NAT-Net proposals
include an international
partner?

NAT-Net recognises that interstate and international partners will strengthen
collaborations and support success with future national funding opportunities
and supports their inclusion. Collaborators external to NSW are expected to
cover the cost of their participation in the collaboration.

Page 5, "Funding
Conditions and
Exclusions"

Can NAT-Net proposals
include a commercial
partner?

Applicants are encouraged to identify and engage relevant stakeholders,
partners and networks who will provide a meaningful contribution to delivery
of the research project and implementation of outcomes. Partners may
include: industry.

Page 11, “Research
Collaborations and
Partnerships”

Where an industry organisation proposes to host a researcher at their site,
several conditions apply. Please see the guidelines for more details.

Page 11, “Research
Collaborations and
Partnerships”
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Chief Investigators

Question

Does the project need to
be led by a CIA that is an
EMCR (<10 years)?

Response

Research funded through a NAT-Net Research Pillar Competitive Grant must
include one NSW-based early-mid career researcher (EMCR) as Chief
Investigator (Cl).

Reference
Page 5, "Funding
Conditions and
Exclusions"

Can a Cl be listed on a
separate application led by
a different institute?

Researchers may submit a maximum of one application as a Chief Investigator
A (CIA). Researchers may be named on additional applications as Chief
Investigators (Cl).

Page 5, "Funding
Conditions and
Exclusions"

Is a PhD student is
considered as an EMCR?

An EMCR is defined as a researcher within 10 years of the conferral (award) of
their PhD, measured from the official date on the testamur to the EOI
submission deadline. Applicants’ track records will be assessed by expert
reviewers against the selection criteria relative to opportunity in context of
their career stage and personal circumstances as outlined in the National
Health and Medical Research Council’s (NHMRC’s) Relative to Opportunity
Policy.

Page 7, “Relative to
Opportunity Policy”

How significantly will track
record be weighed during

Applications will be awarded according to merit based on the selection
criteria, with two caveats:

a) If two applications are of equal merit, relative to opportunity, preference
will be given to applicants that have not previously received a NSW Health
grant.

b) In the event that two applications are of similar merit and the CIA of one

Page 5 - 6, "Funding
Conditions and

selection? Exclusions"
collaboration has more developed track records, due to holding one or more
current national grants, the review panel may choose to recommend funding
the collaboration with the less developed track record, in line with the
Program’s focus on building research capacity and capability in NSW.
Eligible Areas of Research
Question ‘ Response ‘ Reference

What are Complex in Vitro
Models?

NAT-Net welcomes projects using complex in vitro models (CiVMs) combining
cell types from multiple organs (cardiovascular, neuronal, epithelial) to better
replicate human disease where other technologies or other approaches are
also a requirement to be brought in.

Page 4-5, "Eligible Areas
of Research"

Regarding the scope of the
research, will
neuroimaging research
(using pre-existing human
MRI data) be considered?

It is recommended that applicants designing projects involving pre-existing
neuroimaging data (such as MRI datasets) ensure that their proposals
explicitly align with and satisfy the key assessment criteria, including
"Innovation and Impact".

Page 8, "Selection
Criteria, EOI Stage,
Impact and Innovation"

Only projects that demonstrate substantial advancements over current state-
of-the-art technologies, incorporating cutting edge techniques and advanced
methodologies, will be considered eligible.

Page 4-5, "Eligible Areas
of Research"

Does research using
human tissue classify as a
non-animal technology?

The term “Non-Animal Technologies” refers to novel approaches and
technologies embracing numerous scientific methodologies aimed to
accurately model human biology.

Page 4-5, "Eligible Areas
of Research"

Is research using
technology originally
established using Patient-
derived xenografts (PDX)

The use of animal-derived products or technologies is permissible if clearly
positioned as part of a strategy to reduce or replace animal use in the longer
term.

Page 8, "Selection

: - . . . . . . Criteria"
models (animal-derived) to | Applicants should ensure their proposals explicitly align with and satisfy the
develop in vitro organoids key assessment criteria, including addressing how the project aligns with the
eligible for funding? mission of advancing non-animal technologies.
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Does research using
commercially obtained cell
lines from American Type

Applicants should ensure their proposals explicitly align with and satisfy the
key assessment criteria, including addressing how the project aligns with the

Page 8, "Selection

Culture Collection (ATCC) A . ) . Criteria"
. . mission of advancing non-animal technologies.
classify as a non-animal
technology?
Selection Criteria
Question ‘ Response ‘ Reference

Does the application gain
more weight based on the
health or clinical issues it is
addressing?

Applicants should ensure their proposals explicitly align with and satisfy the
key assessment criteria, including addressing how the project aligns with the
mission of advancing non-animal technologies.

Page 8, "Selection
Criteria"

Does the application gain
more weight based on the
methods used?

Applicants should ensure their proposals explicitly align with and satisfy the
key assessment criteria, including addressing how the project aligns with the
mission of advancing non-animal technologies.

Page 8, "Selection
Criteria"

Can innovation be framed
around the advancement
of knowledge?

Applicants should ensure their proposals explicitly align with and satisfy the
key assessment criteria, including addressing how the project aligns with the
mission of advancing non-animal technologies.

Page 8, "Selection
Criteria"

Does the application gain
more weight based on
developing an application
or developing the model
itself?

Applicants should ensure their proposals explicitly align with and satisfy the
key assessment criteria, including addressing how the project aligns with the
mission of advancing non-animal technologies.

Page 8, "Selection
Criteria"

What is the appetite for
scientific risk in the
assessment of the
applications?

Only projects that demonstrate substantial advancements over current state-
of-the-art technologies, incorporating cutting edge techniques and advanced
methodologies, will be considered eligible.

Excluded areas of research includes incremental improvements to an existing
approach or technology.

Page 4-5, "Eligible Areas
of Research"

Application and Selection Process

Question ‘ Response ‘ Reference
- Applicants will be notified of the EOl outcome on 10 October, which is also
When is the invitation to the start sate of the Full Application phase. Page 4, "Indicative Grant
Full Application sent? - The deadline for submitting the Full Application is 10 November, 12 PM Timeline"
(AEDT)
What fields or disease
areas do the independent NAT-Net is recruiting an independent panel of experts within the field of non-
panel of expert reviewers animal technologies to assess each eligible EOI and Full Application.
represent?
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Questions about the Application Forms

Question

Please confirm if “Other
Authorised Signatory” is
excepted for ALL
signatures within the
certification section?

‘ Response

Institutional sign-off at EOI stage simply acknowledges support for the
proposed collaboration and agreement to consider participation should the
project be invited to submit a full application. Final institutional approval,
including budget sign-off, will occur during the full application stage. It is
encouraged to view this initial sign-off as an in-principal endorsement, subject
to detailed review at the next stage.

‘ Reference

EOI and Application forms

In the Full Application
form, Section F — Budget,
please clarify the following
statement: “Please note
that service delivery costs,
including staffing, will not
be funded.”

NSW Health research funds cannot be used to offset the cost of NSW Health
services.

For example, in developing a personalised organoid to check for the
effectiveness of a gene therapy for a variant of unknown significance,
applicants cannot use the research budget for the consultations or clinic visits
with the patient as these as service delivery costs.

Full Application Form,
Section F - Budget

Does the grant scheme
allow for indirect

institutional costs to be
included in the budget?

- Host Organisation infrastructure charges cannot be included in the
requested budget; these should be considered an in-kind contribution by the
Host Organisation.

- NAT-Net funding may be used for costs associated with the research project,
but cannot be spent on capital works, general maintenance costs,
organisational infrastructure or overheads (including administrative and other
general costs of the recipient that are not directly associated with the
performance of the Project), telephone/ communication systems, basic office
equipment, such as desks and chairs, rent and the cost of utilities.

Full Application Form,
Section F - Budget

Are non-NSW staff staffing
costs eligible to be part of
the budget?

For salaries of staff supporting research components of the project only,
please specify the research role, salary level, maximum on-costs and their full-
time equivalent hours (FTE).

Full Application Form,
Section F - Budget
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