
Introduction
Drug residue testing involves chemical analysis of 
used injecting equipment, including from sharps 
disposal bins, to identify substances in circulation. 
Previous studies (1,2) have demonstrated that 
analysis of used syringes can provide timely, 
objective information about drugs being injected, 
complementing existing drug monitoring and early 
warning systems by helping identify emerging, 
unexpected or potentially harmful substances.

However, little is known about how people who 
inject drugs perceive this practice or what they 
would like to see included in such a program . 

Methods
Interviews were conducted with 902 people who 
regularly inject illicit drugs, recruited from capital 
cities across Australia as part of the 2026 Illicit Drug 
Reporting System (IDRS). Eligibility criteria 
comprised being aged ≥18 years, having lived in an 
Australian capital city for at least 10 of the 12 
months preceding interview, and having injected 
illicit drugs ≥six days in the previous six months. 

Questions on drug residue testing were included as 
a brief component of the broader IDRS survey. 
Participants may therefore not have had sufficient 
opportunity to fully consider this complex topic 
before responding. Findings should therefore be 
interpreted as preliminary insights into community 
perspectives which may evolve with further 
information, discussion, and consultation. Indeed, 
missing responses ranged from <1%-22% (n=7-
202), suggesting participant burden and/or 
reluctance to answer some questions.

Aim
To examine awareness of and support for drug 
residue testing among people who regularly inject 
illicit drugs in Australia and identify concerns and 
program features that may shape its acceptability.

Views of drug residue testing among a sample of people who 
regularly inject illicit drugs, 2026

Julia Uporova1, Amy Peacock1,2, Antonia Karlsson1, Lily Palmer1, Raimondo Bruno1,2, Paul Dietze1,3,4, Caroline Salom1,5, Simon Lenton1,6,7, Paul Dessauer8, Christine Harvey9, Jared Brown9,10, Tom Lyons11, Cobus Gerber12, Rachel Sutherland1

References
1. Lefrancois E, Belackova V, Silins E, Latimer J, 

Jauncey M, Shimmon R, et al. Substances 
injected at the Sydney supervised injecting 
facility: A chemical analysis of used injecting 
equipment and comparison with self-reported 
drug type. Drug and Alcohol Dependence. 
2020;209:107909. 

2. Fursman H, Brown JA, Riseley R, Silins E, 
Bartlett M, Latimer J, et al. Investigating drug 
trends among people who inject drugs: 
Temporal, geographical and operational 
analyses of used syringes in Sydney, Australia. 
International Journal of Drug Policy. 
2025;140:104803.

Discussion
Despite low prior awareness (19%), drug residue 
testing was broadly supported among this sample of 
people who regularly inject drugs (64%). However, 
even participants who were supportive reported 
being ‘very concerned’ about a range of issues, and 
79% of the overall sample placed considerable 
importance on being able to opt out. 

Findings suggest that acceptability is likely to 
depend on how testing programs are implemented, 
particularly around transparency, choice and 
communication. Consultation with people who inject 
drugs, particularly when programs are being 
developed or introduced, may help identify and 
address commonly held concerns. Ensuring that 
findings are communicated back to the community 
may help support acceptable and useful drug 
residue testing programs.
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