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NECST PhD and Post-doctoral Fellowships 2024
Application and research plan form
	Submission details:
· Please delete the instructions pages prior to saving and submitting application.
· Please submit a single PDF of the completed, signed application form (including Research Plan and attachments) to necst@unsw.edu.au.
· Please include:
· 1-page personal statement
· 2-page CV
· Letter of Acknowledgement and Supervision from your supervisor or mentor
· Project timeline
· Ensure the PDF file is named using the following:
<Applicant’s Surname_NECSTFELLOWSHIP>
e.g.: Smith_NECSTFELLOWSHIP.pdf
· Enquiries regarding the application process can be directed to Dr Cecilia Ng, necst@unsw.edu.au

Closing date: Monday, 27 May 2024, 5:00 pm AEST



Overview
The objective of the NECST PhD and post-doctoral Fellowships are to:
· Support capacity building for new and emerging early-mid career researchers with high research potential to progress their research careers by funding high quality research projects and pilot research projects on a competitive basis.
· Encourage cross-disciplinary research collaboration.
· Enhance the researcher’s competitiveness in bidding for external research funds.
· Provide experience in preparing an application for peer review.
· Provide research funding for projects that are strategically aligned with the 2018 National Action Plan for Endometriosis and NECST’s research priorities.
Funding
[bookmark: _Hlk156389566]A total of $1,800,000 is available for the NECST PhD and Post-doctoral Fellowships. PhD candidates, post-doctoral fellows and clinical fellows (within 10-years of PhD award) are invited to apply.
The NECST Network is offering four (4) types of award funds:
i. Full scholarship for a PhD candidate;
ii. Top-up of current PhD scholarship holders;
iii. 2-years full funding for post-doctoral researchers (either Level A or Level B Academic);
iv. 2-years funding for clinical fellows.
[bookmark: _Hlk156389603]Award funds are for people support only and not for other research costs. Award funds will be provided on an annual basis with renewal based on evidence of accepted conference abstract presentation (either oral or poster) or publication in a national or international medical or scientific journal or detailed progress report (for first year PhD candidates or post-doctoral researchers or clinical fellows).
Award funds will based on NHMRC Personnel and Salary Support Packages or your university Research Training Program (RTP) or University International Postgraduate Award (UIPA) or academic salary scheme and Postgraduate Scholarships and may include a top-up if you currently hold an Australian Postgraduate Award.
Total duration of award funding is up to 3-years for PhD scholarships and top ups and 2-years for post-doctoral researchers and clinical fellows.
Use of NECST Registry data and Biorepository samples
Although not mandatory, applicants are invited and indeed encouraged to access and utilise the NECST Registry and Biorepository or from Network member groups (including the Institute of Molecular Biology, University of Queensland).
Please contact Dr Cecilia Ng (cecilia.ng@unsw.edu.au) and Network member groups to discuss feasibility and possibilities prior to submission of your application.
Application and review process
Applications should be made on the attached application form.
The submission date for applications will be Monday, 27 May 2024, 17:00 (5:00 pm) AEST. A sub-committee of the NECST Clinical and Scientific Committee and other experienced researchers will review the applications and determine which applications will be awarded. Outcomes will be provided to applicants within 7 – 10 weeks of the closing date.
Report/evidence of research outputs (i.e. either accepted conference abstract or publication) or progress report will be due 12-months from notification of grant application success, to be eligible for renewal of funding (to a maximum of 3-years for PhD scholarships and top ups and 2-years for post-doctoral researchers and clinical fellows).
Refer to the NECST PhD and Post-Doctoral Fellowships Guidelines for instructions about the application process.
Assessment criteria of the submission and research plan
Criterion 1 (50%): Personal statement (max. 1-page; 25%) and CV (max. 2-pages; 25%).
Personal statement
The purpose of the personal statement is for us to get to know you. It is important that you demonstrate why you want a career in endometriosis/adenomyosis research and why you think you are a suitable candidate to be awarded a NECST Fellowship.
Demonstrate to us who you are, reflecting on your previous experiences, and this can include your interests and aspirations and any academic and non-academic achievements you have (e.g., any volunteer work).
Tell us why you want to receive a NECST Fellowship. What do you think the NECST Network has to offer you and in what ways will the NECST Network meet your needs? How do you see yourself fitting into the NECST Network.
What has drawn you to apply for a NECST Fellowship? What interests and personal qualities do you have that are relevant to having a career in research?
CV
Outline of previous completed degrees and research experiences that you have had. This must include evidence of research experience and outputs. For example, for a coursework Masters, you might state that there was a thesis which was completed and had a resulting accepted conference abstract or journal publication.
Evidence of your capacity to carry out research at the level you are applying for. This may include research outputs and experience, awards, any other outputs that recognises your abilities.
Your reasons for why you have decided to work in this area of research and why you have chosen this project and supervisor/mentor to support/guide you.
Criterion 2 (50%): Research plan (max. 2 pages, size 11 Arial font).
Outline your research plan under the following headings:
· Background (/10)
· Research aims (/10)
· Methodology (including feasibility and statistical analysis; /10)
· Project outputs (/10)
· Impact arising from the research (/10)
You research plan will be assessed taking the following into consideration.
· Is the clinical/scientific relevance clear in your research plan?
· Is it methodologically sound and clearly presented?
· Are the aims achievable and realistic within the project timeframe?
· Does the research plan make a clear case their question will address a knowledge gap and further research in this space?


NECST PhD and Post-doctoral Fellowships 2024
APPLICATION FORM
Please read the instructions and then complete this application (size 11 Arial font).
Applicant details
	Applicant name:
	

	University/Research institute:
	

	Mobile:
	

	Email:
	

	Gender identity:
	

	Pronouns:
	



Type of funding requested
Please select only one of the below.
	PhD scholarship
	☐ Full PhD scholarship
☐ PhD scholarship top-up

	Post-doctoral researcher
	☐ Post-doc award
Date of PhD conferral: Click or tap here to enter text.

	Clinical fellow
	☐ Clinical fellow award



Career disruption: If you have experienced a career disruption, please describe in the table below to demonstrate your effective years in PhD. The NECST Network uses the definitions of Career Disruption as outlined in the NHMRC Relative to Opportunity Policy.
Add additional rows as needed.
	Disruption description
	Start
(MM/YY)
	End
(MM/YY)
	FTE
	Disruption claimed
(Days)

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Note: FTE = full time equivalent.
Supervisor/Mentor and Institutional information
	Name of Supervisor or Mentor
	
	☐ Supervisor
☐ Mentor

	Administering institution
	

	Administering institution Research Office email
	



Research details
1. Research title
	



2. Research theme(s)/keyword(s) (maximum of 5 keywords)
	



3. Has ethical approval for this project been obtained/applied for?
	☐ Yes
	☐ No


Note: Evidence of ethics approval will be required, or when available, if application is successful (can be provided as part of detailed progress report for first year PhD candidates or post-doctoral researchers or clinical fellows).


Research plan
Your research plan description should include a summary of the research problem and its significance. You need to provide an outline of how you plan to address the problem/research question(s). Your research plan should be no more than 2-pages (size 11 Arial font) and include: background, research aims, methodology (including feasibility, statistical analysis and power calculations) and project outputs. References do not count towards page count.





4. Project timeline
Provide an overview of the project timeline (GANTT chart preferred) for your study.

5. Checklist for submission
☐ NECST Fellowship Application Form (including Research Plan)
☐ 1-page personal statement
☐ 2-page CV for the applicant
☐ Letter of Acknowledgement and Supervision
☐ Project timeline
☐ Certification by applicant
☐ Certification by supervisor/mentor
☐ Certification by Administering Institution (Research Office)


Certification
6. Certification by Applicant (PhD/Post-doc/Clinical Fellow)
☐	I certify that to the best of my knowledge, the details provided in this application form and in any supporting documentation are true and complete.
☐	I certify that the named Supervisor/Mentor in this application is aware they have been included in this application and have agreed to supervise/mentor.
	Name of Applicant
	Signature of Applicant
	Date

	
	
	



7. Certification by Supervisor/Mentor
☐	I certify that I will commit to the proposed support, supervision/mentorship and completion of the project as proposed and outlined in this application.
	Name of Supervisor/Mentor
	Signature of Supervisor/Mentor
	Date

	
	
	



8. Certification by Administering Institution (Research Office)
☐	We certify that we fully support the applicant and welcome the opportunity provided by the NECST Network to support emerging researchers.
	Name and Role
	Signature
	Date

	
	
	



	CRICOS Provider Code 00098G
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