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ICRR Seed Funding Program 

The Institute for Climate Risk & Response (ICRR) is offering seed funding to support cross-faculty collaboration 
by UNSW researchers. The scheme supports research projects focused on climate risk and response, with a 
preference for proposals that establish new interdisciplinary collaborations. 

Seed grants may be used for start-up or pilot research, interdisciplinary projects, translation of research into 
policy or practice, or the progression and scaling of existing work. Funding may contribute to current projects, but 
proposals that foster new collaborations are preferred. All funded projects must submit a final report within 12 
months of receiving funding. 

Funding available 

Grants of up to $10,000 are available. Applicants must demonstrate that the funding will materially strengthen 
their research program and that the proposed outcomes would not be achieved without this support. 

Funds may be used for research assistance, desk-based research, surveys or experiments, access to databases, 
and the production of policy-facing outputs such as white papers or briefings (including publication costs). 

Expected outcomes 

Funded projects are expected to: 

• support translation of research into policy and practice 
• deliver at least one policy- or practice-relevant output (e.g. white paper, discussion paper or podcast) 
• deliver at least one academic output (e.g. journal article) 
• foster multidisciplinary collaboration across academia, policy, industry and community 
• position teams for future large-scale funding, including national competitive schemes such as the 

Australian Research Council (ARC). 

Assessment Process and Criteria  

The Grant Review Panel will be multi-disciplinary in composition (including members of the ICRR Leadership 
team and other stakeholders). The Panel will assess all eligible applications. 

Successful applicants may be provided feedback on specific areas the proposals, drawing on the insights of the 
Grant Review Panel.  

Collaborative grants will be awarded based on the following criteria: 

1. Knowledge gain and project design (30%) 

a. Applicants must clearly articulate: 

i. the motivation for the project, and the basic aims, study design and methods.   
ii. alignment to the Institute’s mission: empowering responses to the risks and opportunities of 

climate change.  

2. Pathway to Impact (20%) 

a. Applicants must describe the potential pathway to impact, including:   

i. how the funds will support future funding applications 
ii. plans for research translation and impact including expected outcomes and how they will be 

measured. 

3. Team quality and Feasibility (30%) 
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a. Applicants must describe:   

i. the multi-disciplinary nature of the proposed team highlighting the collective strength, 
experience, and diversity, and how the team will work together to achieve the aims.  

4. Collaboration and engagement of key stakeholders / end-users (20%) 

a. Applicants must describe:   

i. the integration of members and multiple disciplines necessary to address the research 
question. Key stakeholders that will be impacted by the research project, their level of 
engagement within the project (e.g., guidance on project design, interpretation, and 
dissemination of findings); and the sustainability of the collaboration, and whether likely to 
extend beyond the life of the project.  

Eligibility 

The Chief Investigator must be either an ICRR Chief Investigator or an ICRR-affiliated researcher employed at 
UNSW through to December 2026. Early- to mid-career researchers (within 10 years post-PhD, relative to 
opportunity) will be prioritised. 

Research teams must be interdisciplinary and should include researchers from at least two ICRR partner faculties 
(Science, Business and Law). Teams may include up to five Co-Investigators, with engagement beyond academia 
strongly encouraged. 

Submission process 

Use the template to complete your application.  

Applications should provide all requested information, keep to the word limits for each section. Exceeding the 
word limits may render your application ineligible for review. 

Applications must be submitted to ICRR@unsw.edu.au by 11:59pm (AEDT) 28th February 2026. Incomplete or 
late submissions will not be accepted. 

You are encouraged to seek advice about the eligibility of your project and team prior to submission.  

For more information, please contact: Professor Ben Newell, Director of the ICRR via ICRR@unsw.edu.au  
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