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IN THIS UNIT ...

Things we do on a daily basis
More time expressions

Talking about the past

Dates: year, month and day
Subject, object and topic markers

WHAT TIME DID YOU GET UP?
In this unit we look at ways of talking about the things we do on a daily basis with reference to time,
and also about things we did in the past.

1 Conversation

e & and Kylie are talking at the university canteen.
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Translation

Tae-U:
Kylie:
Tae-U:
Kylie:
Tae-U:
Kylie:

What did you do yesterday?

Yesterday? ... | did various things.

Were you very busy?

Well, ... shall | tell you everything?
Pardon?

Yesterday | got up at seven. Had breakfast
at half past seven. And went to university at
nine. ... Met a friend at half past nine here.
Had coffee together. Went to the library at
ten. Studied for two hours in the library.
Then | had Korean class from twelve to
two. ... I had lunch at two. ... From four |
exercised for one hour. | did with my friend.
At half past five came back home. Had
dinner at seven. ... Started homework at
eight. And went to bed at half past eleven.
Oh, gosh! ... Well done, any way!

Tae-U:

Notes for Conversation

o I o] L?: What did you do?

e O]A] 27?: Did you say ‘yesterday ®e've met a
similar example already, seé&] 2? on Page
33.

e &j7] 71X]: various/many (kinds of) things

e H}WFO] Q7?: Were you busy?

e T} all

2 Time expressions (1)

e W& ?: Shall | talk?

L} |; this is the first person singular pronoun in
Korean

Loigol . | woke up.

o}zl AlAFE o] Q! | had breakfast.
e]31: And

-0 kol lwentto ...; | left for ...

o] 7141 herefin this place

Z172: friend

TSl 1 I met.

Zrol: together

ool : | drank.

S A#ol A in the library

T A%t = ¢t for two hours

SE3 o] ! | studied.

&5 A1EH: from twelve o’clock

T A177EX]: until two o’clock

AFoIL: I had ...or There was/were ...

X-] /\l /\]}\].' |unch

25} ol ! | exercised.

Z151a1 2+ol: together with a friend

-oll Eo1gHo] : | came back ... (so that | was
physically in ...)

A9 2] A} dinner

SAE AERN O] 2: | began my homework.
ZHErol Q| slept.

oI = Anyway

O] A yesterday

O}=] morning, breakfast
o}7] 2] AHZE) S} to have breakfast
olF(E) ¥ to have breakfast
ESES lunchtime, lunch
SR~ evening, dinner
o day, daytime

=13 night

SI&E one day

SS9 in one day/per day
= A7 ..? For how long (Lit.how many houk...?

AA .72 When ...?

Rt (+ time word) last ..
AgdEeY last Monday

Rk =& last weekend

o] (+ time word) this ... (coming)
ol this Friday (coming)
o F2r this (coming) weekend
- ago

Sk A1ZE H o one hour ago
zhE last year

=49 this year

NOTES: 27 (a.m) and2 = (p.m) refer to the time before and after the midday respectively. By comparison,
oFz] (morning, F 4! (lunchtimg and A9 (evening are times when one normally eats breakfast, lunch and
dinner respectively, whilsg (day) and2} (night) take ‘brightness’, or ‘darkness’, as the point of difference.
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How many hours/times a day do you - -?

StEol 2 AIZHW™ - -?I X]ZF: counter forhours ¥: counter fortimes

EXAMPLES

Q: 5150 ¥ A7 FE XR? How many hours a day do you sleep?

A &I AI7HFEE X1 L. | sleep seven hours a day.

Q: 5IFoll ¥ H AAH K? How many times do you eat (Lihave mealsa day?
A: Al HH A A Q. | eat three times a day.

The question word

e
2
=
>
()
>
NS

EXAMPLES
Q: S0 =g o] AA] YA K? When do you have Korean classes?
A ERAUSH LU JA L. We have on Mondays and Wednesdays.

3 Talking about the past

When we want to talk about things that have happened in the past we can say

{ VST —or/olol 9 NOTES: We choose from2to] 2, -3 o] @ and3 o] Q according to
— XA 2 Q. }

the final vowel in the verb-stem — just as we did to get the present tense

RO L. -0k, -0] 2 andsi £ (see Unit 4, Page 25). This rule is applicable to
both Action and Description Verbs.
When the verb ends in5}- we choosesi o] .
EXAMPLES
=A| T RO KL? Have you done your homework?
ANy AAFQFO K. I haven't had dinner.
A FE 5 A A Q. | didn't exercise last weekend.
OlA| = =N K. It was warm yesterday

If the final vowel in the VST is either } (except for 5}- as shown above) or., we add Qo1 2.
When the VST actually ends in + we simply add » o] & ; when the stem actually ends in- we
add Fto o andthen »ol .

EXAMPLES
SR A EU Q. | played in the park.
A2 ol| AFEO] OFF U K. There were many people in the market.
B} A= A o L? When did Tae-U go?
SEAIZEFFO AlEEA L. We had an exam an hour ago.

For all other final vowels in the VST the ending is $1o1 2. When the VST endsin 1, the 1is
written in combination with the ensuing 1, thus 4, and » o] & is attached; when the VST ends
in v, the v changes toT, to which we add 1 and » o] Q.

EXAMPLES
o]  IRAL? Did you read this book?
LF TS AAKL? Have you drunk all the milk?
B @MK= 22| TTFA 2. Tae-U was our friend.
ZrFo| = olF FHF I 3. It was very cold last year.
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4 Dates

To say the date in Korean we combine the relevant Sino-Korean numbeyedtimonthandday,
respectively.

EXAMPLES
Vear 1985 JAHENdE 1998 R e s
2002 o|Fold 2016 SIESENE= o]
January oAp—| February ol&
== Aol
Month July 213 December 4Jo|&H
For months we use SK numbers, but note:
June S (not =8) October A2 (not4]8)
Day the 1st AL the 10th 21
the 28th olaEd the 31st Al
MORE EXAMPLES
1/1/1995 or 1 January 1995 AN E Ag LY
25/6/1950 or 25 June 1950 AU E FE ol
15/8/1945 or 15 August 1945 FATEAIN E ZHE A d
30/10/2003 or 30 October 2003 ol FAtd AlE A Y
What date is it today?
To ask what date it is today, we can say:
Le2EIE HEOO|MR? 032 = 2@l literally, how many days
To answer, take ou¥ and put in the month and the day.
" oloe
5 Some useful expressions
pigel] birthday A OJL}- get up
A T}E]| birthday party =3 X}- sleep late/sleep in
XS friend =O}7}- go back
'é\_—Lé] guest, customer %O}Q- come back
-3 people (another counter fpeoplg | B - learn
Al H six people 3 &5 5} practise
o] alot rE usually
2= a little Ny = frequently
AF- live, reside .7 who ...?
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The adverbsx}Z (frequently), and
In talking about the frequency of par
EXAMPLES

B E (usually)

ticular activities, events, etc, you can use these adverbs.

Q: =A T X F 717 Do you go to the library ofteh
A OL L, X 9 71R. &3] SHXH 712,  No, not often. | go there once a week.
Q: Stalof A 71R? When do you go to university?
A: B E o}F] 10A]9] 71 2. Usually 10 o’clock in the morning.
Together with ...

To indicate that you perform an action with somebody else, you can say:

NOUN —5}aL (Zol) -]

EXAMPLES

NOTES: In this expressioro] is often omitted. Also, despite
the spelling,;Zro] is pronounced aga-chi , not asga-ti .

F1T5HL Zo

A FIHR5HaL

]
=] ol Al

=]
=53

stzol2 MY Q.
S

| learn Korean together with my friends.

| studied in the library with Seon-Yeong.

The particle oll A (at, in, etc)

If we want to indicate the location wherein an action, such as eating, meeting, studying, etc, takes

place, we use the particleibA.
EXAMPLES

Q: ot Al A Al 7

A: SHl Algoll A A AL K.
Q:
A:

=l
O'—l‘

O TIA] W] 272
5] groll A kol

= ol A, ¢

(@)

Q.

/\O
11__1211__ '—l

S}l of] A

Where do you eat?

| eat in the student canteen.

Where did you meet?

We met in the coffee shop.

Y we study at home, and practise in the class.

There’s no special preposition in English to indicate the location of an activity, so you'll have to pay

careful attention to the verb to determin

6 Time expressions (2)

e whether or not you shouldiuse

=°r or ... (duration)
St A7 =<2t for one hour
A early

=A late
A already
o}&] + NEG not yet

EXAMPLES

SN K]
9ol 302 =71 ol 2,
Hx) 68 ool 2.

%A o}7] QF Fol L.

O] A= 10 A1 7 = =&

= AX

olg.

Come early tomorrow.

| came to class thirty minutes late.
It's already June.

I haven't done my homework yet.

| slept for ten hours yesterday.
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7 Subject, object and topic markers

Let us learn about the particled/~7} and<=/=. The former is what we call the subject marker, and
the latter the object marker. We uséand-& after a noun that ends in a consonant, ahénd £ after
a noun that ends in a vowel. The simplest definition of the subject is that it is the answer to the question
Who ...?What ...?etc asked before the verb; the simplest definition of a direct object is likewise that it
is the answer to the questiddho ...2What ...?after the verb. Suppose our answer to the questibio
likes Korea?is | like Korea, then the subject here isand the objecKoreg, for example. Like2/+=, ie,
the topic markerp1/7}F and</= have no clear equivalents in English.

AMAo] AAA Q? When's your birthday?

St 7FFolE HAIRQ? What ishak -kyo in English?
FTHEFE HIAJO Q. | ate watermelon.

HI|E HH A Q. | drank coffee.

The Korean subject and the object markers are often left out, as you have noticed, in the course of
fluent, informal speech. Thus, when these markers are present, they are probably best thought of as a
form of mild emphasis or as an indication that the speaker tries not to confuse the hearer.

Usually the first question asked by studentd/ifhat’s the difference betweed/= and o]/~7}? In
fact, whether you understand the distinction at this stage is not, in our view, a matter of great
importance when we think of all the other fundamental aspects of Korean you need to come to grips
with. Most students acquire a sense of the difference with time and exposure. But if you are concerned
about gaining an understanding of this distinction now, then the following note may help you.

If you recall what we've already said abog&t/= you'll recall that2/+= gives emphasis to the
word/words in front. What we are actually doing is announcing that what follows in the sentence relates
to the word(s) indicated by the topic of conversation. We’re picking out one of a number of possible
items for your attention and then making some statement relating to it. If you look back to the
Language Notes to the Unit 5 (Page 26) and Unit 8 (Page 45) Conversation Pieces you'll see a detailed
explanation of this point.

With o]/7}, however, we're also involved in emphasis, but in a different manner — we’re indicating
that the word(s) in front 0b1/7} add to what you know already, not that some further comment is
following on the word(s). Thus, it is very likely that what follows/~1 is what you know already. The
same thing can be said abagfE-. Let’'s contrast these points.

38 3¢ 2 A Mo L. The 3rd of March is my birthdayr The 3rd of March, it's my birthday.
3 3¢0] A MUOJA L. My birthday is the 3rd of Marchor It's the 3rd of March that is my birthday.

FAE=E QU NE L. | didn’t drink the juice.or The juice, | didn’t drink.

FAE QU UEAR. | didn’t drink (any) juice.or It's juice that | didn’t drink.

A final note about]/~} is that it gives rise to the following two variant forms. Befarg 7}, &=+
(who? becomes+, andi} (1) becomesH.

T3 E EolelK? Whom do you like?
T IR? Who'’s coming?
XS 7} LE Eolsl L7 Is Jihui fond of me?
ol L, W7} X5 & £olsl L. No, I like Jihui.
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