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5 ẃ�<QT#T<O[�­

HOW’ S YOUR KOREAN GOING?
IN THIS UNIT ...

• Talking about learning Korean as a foreign language
• “Is it possible to ...?”
• “Do I have to do ...?”; “Is it all right if I do ...?”; “You shouldn’t do ...”

This unit focuses on talking about the experience of learning a foreign language. As you become more
fluent in Korean you’ll often find Koreans who are very curious as to why you chose to study Korean,
and so being able to talk about the experience, as well as about language in general, can be very useful.
We also learn to express “It is/isn’t possible ...”, “We must/mustn’t do ...”, and “We may/may not do ...”
in this Unit.

1 Conversation

�¥¾ßîÄ,@��­ and Kylie are talking about their language learning.

�¥¾ßîÄ: @��­��,�/���½õ@}���<Vs¦ßîÄ#T
���?

@��­: C¹�.ª��2�Â®"�DJ����5�B��B�����. ...ßîÄ#TpÙ��/�̈#T�Oö�.

Kylie: ßîÄ#T��óê��#T�Oö�x§? ẃ�<QT#T��#TÞ�Â��x§.

@��­:  �8�x§? ẃ�<QT#T��#T:�Ê5�#T�Ovë�7Lx§?

Kylie: ßîÄ#T<V��B�"X¥ëR�����̈��rã»��Ã¡ëZ��x§. ���q� ...

�¥¾ßîÄ: =��� ó̈Ì63x§.�­��s¦ßîÄ#T<V7�B�"X¥ëR®"�DJKµ�¡ëZvÞ�¥ëR©÷�

���qÞ�x§. �.�Ê�� ë̈a��,@��­��?

@��­: 7FW��.

Kylie:  ���q� ẃ�<QT#TpÙ�>µ���<V§��pÙ�¥ëR���/�̈¥ëa��"XD��#T�Oö�x§.

�¥¾ßîÄ: 
�ó̈À����pÙ� ẃ�<QT¥ëR©÷�#T:�Ê5�:��qº#Tx§? ẃ�<QT¥ëR©÷��/�̈©ëRB�x§.

Kylie: =V ẃ�<QT¥ëRÆs¬ª"���x§?

@��­:  �ÛíÁx§,¦ëRC¹�s¦ª����,së�;FVs¦���¾õw�.�Â�� ...��pÙ����̈��
<O[�­B�s¦ßîÄ#T¥ü½ �.�Ê5�søÀ®"���Ã¡ëZ��x§.

Kylie:  �8�x§? ...���� ... ẃ�<QTs¼õ��¤÷�
�q�¥ëR
����¾õB��©÷�¥ëa��B�"X
 ��½õu¦:GV��<Vx§.

@��­: C¹�,ª��vÞ�8FV0�Âq¼õ��Ã¡ëZ63x§.��s¦�®@}�©÷����¾õ<O[�­ńP
���¥ëRq�
s¼õ��¤÷�
�q�<���¥ü½¥ëa��B���Ã%Ì#Tx§.

Kylie: 63,JäT �.�Ê5�
�;Vx§.

�¥¾ßîÄ:  �.�Ê��ńP<O[�­s¦2
À9NÁ
�B�����, q́P �8�?

@��­: �� �����,¦��rý».
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Notes

• @��­��: “Hey, Tae-U!”;@��­ + vocative marker
in Intimate style -��/��

• �/: you in Intimate style
• ���½õ@}���: this semester
• ª��2�Â®"�DJ����: “until I graduate”
• 5�B��: continuously
• B�����: “I have to do ..., don’t I?” in Intimate

style
• ßîÄ#T��óê��#T�Oö�x§?: What in English is

difficult?; this is a rhetorical question, asserting
thatEnglish is not difficult.

• ẃ�<QT#T��#T:�Ê5�#T�Ovë�7Lx§? =ẃ�<QT#T��
#T:�Ê5�#T�Ovë�7L �.�Ê5�¥ëRB�x§?: “In what
way is Korean difficult?”

• C¹� ... =�� ...: expression used to indicate that
you’re ‘looking for’ a right word

• ßîÄ#T<V��B�"X: compared to English
• ¥ëR�����̈��rã»��Ã¡ëZ��x§: “It seems that

words are spoken very fast.”
• -<V7�B�"X: about ...
• Kµ�¡ëZvÞ�¥ëR©÷�
���qÞ�x§.: “We say the same, you

see.”
•  �.�Ê�� ë̈a��,@��­��?: “We do, don’t we,

Tae-U?” in Intimate style
• ¦��rý»����: “Of course, as you’d imagine.”in

Intimate style
• >µ���: verb
• -<V§��pÙ�¥ëR: words attached to ...
•  �ÛíÁx§: “Of course!” in Polite Informal style

• ¦ëRC¹�s¦ª����,së�;FVs¦���¾õw�.�Â�� ...: “Your
pronunciation is good, your sentences are
natural, and ...”; -q� (and) is often pronounced
as -�� in spoken Korean; by ending your
sentence with -�� you imply that your ‘list’ is
not exhaustive.

• ��pÙ����̈��<O[�­B�s¦ßîÄ#T¥ü½ �.�Ê5�søÀ®"�
��Ã¡ëZ��x§.: “No matter how much I study, I will
not be able to speak English that well, it seems.”

• ����: perhaps; note that���� occurs with
endings such as -(x�)���<Wx§ and -��Ã¡ëZ��x§.

• ¥ëR
����¾õB��: speaking practice
•  ��½õu¦:GV��<Vx§.: “It seems that way.”
• ª��vÞ�8FV0�Âq¼õ��Ã¡ëZ63x§.: “It looks like a good

way/method.”
• �®@}�©÷���-: to study abroad
• <O[�­ńP
���¥ëRq�s¼õ��¤÷�
�q�<���¥ü½¥ëa��
B���Ã%Ì#Tx§.: “I’d imagine that I have to
converse with friends a lot - not just study.”;
VST -��¥ëR- = to not do ...; VST -��/#T/· · ·B� -
�� - = must do ...

• JäT: surely, without fail
• <O[�­s¦2
À9NÁ
�B�����, q́P �8�?: “You have to

study hard as well, don’t you agree?”in
Intimate style

• �� �����,¦��rý».:�� = interjection; ����� =
 ��� + (��)�� = “when it comes to ���,
without doubt it is the case ...”;¦��rý» = of
course!; Intimate style

2 Talking about learning a language

Â�<QT#Tt«"XÂÔ ẃ�<QT#T KFL ĺP#T word

u¦<QT#T mother tongue së�0�Â grammar

~ÞÀ/ÂÔ�� meaning #Tü! vocabulary

>¹��� listening ¦ëRC¹� pronunciation

¥ëR
��� speaking =��Þî½ ability

ó̈Ð�� reading ẃ�<QT#T=��Þî½��åZø Test of Proficiency in Korean

¤��� writing ��9N½ knowledge

8FQ��¤��� dictation �½õßî½ translation

4�÷��0�Â spelling GÕÁßî½ interpretation
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3 Is it possible to ...?

When we want to know if something is possible we can ask:

· · · VST - (x�)� �̈ ó̈Ì#Tx§?

EXAMPLES

ẃ�<QT#T¥ü½©ëR
��¾õø�;N½®"� �̈ ó̈Ì#Tx§? Can you get a job if you speak Korean well?

vÞ�Ţû<V"X ó̈À
��¾õqø�©÷�¥ëa��0�À �̈ ó̈Ì#Tx§?
Can you make a lot of money if you become a bank employee?

��������+ñÀ#T"X¡ëR �̈ ó̈Ì#Tx§? Is it possible to walk there?

D���H¡�5� ó̈Ð#Tª�� �̈ ó̈Ì#Tx§? Is it possible to read a bit louder for me please?

Various other verb endings may of course be added:

EXAMPLES

;V��<V ńP¢ëR �̈ ó̈Ì#Tx§? It’s possible to meet at three?

;V��<V ńP¢ëR �̈ ó̈Ì��x§? It’s possible to meet at three, isn’t it?

;V��<V ńP¢ëR �̈ ó̈Ì2�Ì#Tx§. It was possible to meet at three.

;V��<V ńP¢ëR �̈ ó̈ÌÃ%Ì#Tx§. It should be possible to meet at three.

;V��<V ńP¢ëR �̈ ó̈Ì©÷���<Wx§. It’ll be possible to meet at three.

;V��<V ńP¢ëR �̈ ó̈Ì©÷���x§? Will it be possible to meet at three?

;V��<V ńP¢ëR �̈ ó̈Ì��ńP, ... It’s possible to meet at three, but ...

;V��<V ńP¢ëR �̈ ó̈ÌpÙ�7L, ... It’s possible to meet at three; ...

;V��<V ńP¢ëR �̈ ó̈Ì2�Ì��qÞ�x§. It was possible to meet at three, you see.

The negative counterpart to VST-(x�)� �̈ ó̈Ì#Tx§ is:

· · · VST - (x�)� �̈2�×#Tx§.

This is very similar in meaning to “VST-��søÀB�x§” or “søÀ VST-· · ·”.

EXAMPLES

��������+ñÀ#T"X¡ëR �̈2�×#Tx§. It’s impossible to walk there.

�¾õ)dD����2�×x��¾õvë��½õ®"� �̈2�×#Tx§. If you don’t have a driver’s licence, you can’t drive.

;V��<V ńP¢ëR �̈2�×#Tx§. It’s impossible to meet at three.

ńP¢ëR �̈2�×Ã%Ì#Tx§. It would be impossible to meet.

ńP¢ëR �̈2�×2�Ì#Tx§. It was impossible to meet.

ńP����søÀ�ÿ�#Tx§. We couldn’t meet.

søÀ ńP¢ë̂#Tx§. We couldn’t meet.
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4 How well you speak it, etc

���¾õw�.�Â- natural ó̈À9FVM�û4§y everyday life

���¾õw�.�Â5� naturally àíÁàíÁ gradually

���¾õ nature ������- improve

�®<}�
�- fluent §óÀ�̈ a mistake

... %̀ÛíÁ as, like £ò�- be increased

àíÄ4Cv
�- accurate, precise £ò���- increase

#TM�ô
�- unnatural, awkward ª��- be reduced, decreased

��B�
�- understand ª����- reduce

��0
À
�- distinguish, discriminate GÕÁßî½
�- interpret

��½ì- become completely (eg, a Korean)�½õßî½
�- translate

5 In learning a language ...

��C¹� consonant ...<V��B�"X Compared to ...

u¦C¹� vowel �¾õ
�- change

8FQ<�ø syllable-final consonant(s) in a Hangeul characteró�Aµ�
�- repeat

ÜîÄ�� noun Â��­- learn by heart, get familiar with

>µ��� verb #Tuæ� word order

åAûC¶��� adjective së�;FV sentence

�­�� adverb ��y¦ structure

y¦�� particles/postpositions §��- be stuck

#T�� suffix §����- stick

Language Notes

• Abouty¦�� and#T��: y¦�� comes afterÜîÄ��, and#T�� after>µ���. As you have noticed,y¦�� and#T��
are similar in that there’s no space betweenÜîÄ�� andy¦�� and between>µ��� (more precisely a verb stem)
and#T��. The difference is#T�� is part of>µ���, whiley¦�� is not part ofÜîÄ��.#T�� clearly adds some
meanings to>µ���, but iny¦��’s case it’s more complex.y¦�� adds some meanings to other part in the
sentence, most likely>µ���, but only in relation to theÜîÄ�� it follows.

• §��- means ‘something sticks to some other thing’ but§����- ’you stick something to some other thing.’
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6 Do I have to do ...?

When we want to ask people on what we need to do in situations we can say:

· · · VST -

 ��/#T
B�

��×éx§?

The literal meaning of the ‘-��/#T/B���’ ending is “only if ...”. Hence, “AVST��/#T/B���×éx§?”
implies “only if I do that?”
EXAMPLES

ÂÔ����½ì�O�¾õÂÔ7�<V����×éx§. If you want to be a doctor you should go to the medical
school.

61ó̈À ó̈ÀEN½ ó̈À#T����×éx§. I have to get up early tomorrow.

B��=VpÙ���C¹� �̈����B���×éx§. You have to finish your homework by next week.

��C¹� �̈<VpÙ�<O[�­ńPB���×éx§. Next week you have to study, nothing else.

7 Is it all right if I do ...?

If we want to check that it’s all right to do something, we can say:

· · · VST -

 ��/#T
B�

s¦×éx§?

The literal meaning of the ‘-��/#T/B�s¦’ ending is “even if ...”. “AVST��/#T/B�s¦×éx§?” thus
implies “Is it all right even if I do that?” And here you use “Æs¬ª"���x§?” instead of “×éx§?”
EXAMPLES

ẃ�<QT#Tq�§óÀ<V"XpÙ�§óÀ�̈¥ü½¥ëa��B�s¦

×éx§.
It’s all right if we make a lot of mistakes in Korean class.

#Tuæ�©÷���.�Ê5�B�s¦×éx§. Can I make the word-order this way?

�½õÈ*¥ü½-hs¦Æs¬ª"���x§? Do you mind if I use the phone?

q́P��s¦×éx§? Is it all right if I don’t go?

8 You shouldn’t do ...

When our advice is negative, we can say:

· · · VST - (x�)�¾õ q́P×éx§.

EXAMPLES

>µ���<Vy¦��¥ü½§�����¾õ q́P×éx§. You shouldn’t attach a postposition to the verb.

 �.�Ê5��½õßî½
��¾õ q́P×éx§. You shouldn’t translate it that way.

�/�̈±ëR��¥ëR
��¾õ q́P×éx§. You shouldn’t talk too fast.

q́P���¾õ q́P×éx§. You should go. (Lit. It’s not all right if you don’t go.)
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9 Some Sentences
1. #U��ßîÄ#T��u¦<QT#Tq¼õtë���5�;Vx§?

2. ��5� �̈uÙ�~ÞÀó̈Â����?

3. ‘ĺP#T’ÂÔÂÔ��¥ü½©ëRu¦t�Ã%Ì#Tx§.

4. ���½õ��åZø<VpÙ�>¹�q���B�
���, ó̈Ð��,8FQ��¤�����
��.oP#Tx§.

5. ẃ�<QT#T<VpÙ�¦ëRC¹�»Î4�÷��0�Â����¥ü½DJ��y¦<SX
ó̈Ì#Tx§.

6. $\pÙ� ó̈À9FVM�û4§y<V­óÀx§ẃ�¥ëRvÞ�D��
���ńP
�q�§óÉvÞ�
¥ëR©÷���
���pÙ�søÀB�x§.

7.  �të�vÞ� ẃ�<QT#Tsë�0�Â��9N½vÞ�¥ëa��ńPÈ-È*pÙ�©ëR
søÀB�x§.

8. wó���pÙ� ẃ�<QT#T���®<}�
���pÙ� ë̈a��ńP,©ëR
�pÙ�
�¾õ��<Vx§.

9. ẃ�<QT#TpÙ�#T��"X:��­ÞîÌ#Tx§?���̈���¾õw�.�Â5�

���63x§.

10. ẃ�<QT��6FS%̀ÛíÁ ẃ�<QT¥ëR©÷�
���63x§.��=V ẃ�<QT��6FS
��½ìÞîÌ#Tx§.

11. ¦ëRC¹�vÞ�àíÄ4Cv
���ńP,��JSX#TM�ôẃ� ¢̧�âõ©÷�-hx§.

12. ẃ�<QT#TpÙ�>µ���Â�åAûC¶���¥ü½��0
À
�����@�ø¤÷�#Tx§.
 ���q�>µ�����åAûC¶���<V#U�N����#T����§��©÷� �̈

ó̈ÌB������.

13. �¾õ��<V�­¢̧¥ü½§��#U����x§.

14. àíÁàíÁ����©óÀ��<Wx§.

15. Â�<QT#T¥ü½:��­pÙ�7LpÙ�,§óÀ�̈s¦D��x§B�x§.

16. ẃ�<QT#T<VpÙ���C¹��� 145�,u¦C¹��� 105� ó̈ÌB������.

17. ÜîÄ��pÙ��¾õ
��� ë̈aB������.
���ńP>µ���Â�åAûC¶���pÙ�
�¾õ®"�����.

18. ��së�;FV<V"X#T�ëõ��Ã���­��ó̈Â����?

19. #Tuæ���­ü½ÞîÌ#Tx§.

20. 61C¶�©÷���B�
�ÞîÌ#Tx§?

21. ��së�;FVvÞ�D��x§B�x§. ó�Aµ�B�"XÂ��­;Vx§.

22. ��së�;FVvÞ���y¦��D��Aµ�©ëTB�"X,��B�
���@�ø¤÷�#Tx§.

23. È-È*��¥ëa��£ò�2�Ì#Tx§?

24. #Tü!pÙ�#T:�Ê5�£ò�¤óÂ����?

25. x¦c¿ú>µ�q́P�¾õB��©÷� q́PB�"X ẃ�<QT¥ëR��¥ëa��ª��2�Ì#Tx§.

26. së�;FV���/�̈¡óÀ#Tx§.D��ª��#U��×éx§.

Translations

1.Dowehaveanativespeakerof
Englishhere?

2.Whatdoesthismean?
3.Idon’tknowthemeaningof

‘ĺP#T’.
4.Inthisexam,therewerelistening

comprehension,reading,and
dictationsections.

5.Therearetimeswhen
pronunciationandspellingdon’t
matchinKorean.

6.Icanmanageineveryday
situations,butIcan’tsay
everythingIwanttosay.

7.HisknowledgeofKoreangrammar
isconsiderable,buthecan’t
converseverywell.

8.Johnisn’tfluentinKorean,buthe
doesprettywell.

9.WheredidyoulearnKorean?You
speakitverynaturally.

10.YouspeakKoreanlikeaKorean!
You’reKoreannow!

11.Herpronunciationisgood,butshe
sometimesusesclumsy
expressions.

12.It’sdifficulttodistinguishaverb
fromanadjectiveinKorean.And
varioussuffixescanbeattachedto
averboranadjective.

13.Youhavetostickastamponthe
letter.

14.Thingswillgetbettergradually.
15.Inlearningaforeignlanguage,

makingmistakesis(an)important
(partoflearning)too.

16.Thereare14consonantsand10
vowelsinKorean.

17.Nounsdon’tchangetheirforms.
Butverbsandadjectiveschange.

18.Whichoneistheadverbinthis
sentence?

19.Yougotthewordorderwrong.
20.Didyouunderstandthecontents?
21.Thissentenceisimportant.Repeat

andmakeyourselffamiliarwithit.
22.Thestructureofthissentenceisa

bitcomplex.So,it’sdifficultto
understand.

23.Hasyourconversationimproved?
24.Howdoyouincreaseyour

vocabulary?
25.Ihaven’tpractisedforalongtime,

andsomyKoreanhasfallenaway.
26.Yoursentenceistoolong.You

havetomakeitshorter.
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