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In this Unit ...

Countries and People
Where do you come from?
Using Description Verbs
Where is it located?

WHICH COUNTRY ARE YOU FROM?

In this Unit we learn to exchange personal information about ourselves, in particular, asking and
telling people where we come from.

1 Conversation

Annie Brown, an Australian exchange student to Korea, is buying pens in a small stationery shop
near her Korean university. She is talking with the owner of the shop, a middle-aged man.

Annie: QTI3INIKL? ...0] B3 gty Q?
Shop Owner: $t X}Fof] @8] K00 Q.
Annie: T X1E FAN L.
Shop Owner: 4. ... st o] Q7
Annie: 4]? ..o} 4. ... 4], Shojo Q.
Shop Owner: ¥ ZEHKL?
Annie: $r=o] 3R 2.
Shop Owner: of, U. ... $t=20] 71 o2 F ?
Annie: 4|, =2 0134_,40. SERIEH A H] A L.
Shop Owner: o= Ligloll A ol Q? 1m0 A £Ho] Q7?
Annie: oI, SFOA Ol Q.
Shop Owner: SFQ? SF ATEH0]RQ? ... F OJTA o] Q? A= o A
o] Q?
Annie: oL . Zi 2l A Sl 2. ... Zi 2}
Shop Owner: 18 Q. 2w} 2 got . ... TIF5tal Zo] 7o Q.
B AHQl A ol Al Q7?
Annie: UY)? ..ol 2, ZHHEI= . O ...EF FEA| L. ...0l... A|EY]
2o Qo] 2.
Shop Owner: 5 Q? S F 5= A|ELU7F oo Q7
Annie: oL, ZHH 9] 2.
Shop Owner: o}, 4. ... XH E3 o]7] Qo] Q. F Fold K.
Annie: ZrAFEILITE QPE 5] AIA R
Shop Owner: U], &t QA 2.

1o o
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Translation
Annie:

Shop Owner:

Annie:

Shop Owner:

Annie:

Shop Owner:

Annie:

Shop Owner:

Annie:

Shop Owner:

Annie:

Shop Owner:

Annie:

Shop Owner:

Annie:

Shop Owner:

Annie:

Shop Owner:

Annie:

Shop Owner:

Hello. ... How much are these pens?
They're five hundred won each.
Can | have two, please?
Sure. ... Are you a student?
Pardon? ... Oh! Yes! Yes, I'm a student.
What do you study?
| study Korean.
| see. Is Korean difficult?
Yes, a little bit. But, it’s interesting.
Which country are you from? Are you from the US?
No, I'm from Australia.
Australia? Are you Australian? ... Where abouts in Australia are you from? Are you from Sydney?
No, I'm from Canberra. ... Do you know Canberra?
Of course, | do. ... | once went there with my friends. Isn’t it near Brisbane?
Pardon? ... No, Canberrais ... umm ... Australia’s capital. Umm ... it’s ... it's near Sydney.
Did you say that Canberra is the capital city of Australia? Isn’t the capital Sydney?
No, the capital is Canberra.
| see ... Well, here are your pens. That'll be one thousand won, thanks.
Thanks. Bye.
Bye.

Language Notes

e U]?: 1 beg your pardon?

e O}, U: Similar to“Oh, | see.” See Page 45 for more information.

o SHZOI7} o]8{ Y 2 7?: Is Korean difficult?Note that >} (or -o1) is the Subject marker. Use}
after a noun ending in a vowel, andl-elsewhere. The verb stemofgd Y isol¥-. Itisa
description verb, which means thatis/are difficult See Page 54 below.

olt] A

Z+=: alittle bit

ShX| ¢k But ...

Au] U K It's interesting.

o] = v}2} Which country ...

-ol| A1 from

£ro] @7?: Literally, Did you come ... 5See Unit 10 for Past Tense.

)= the US

S 3 Australia

S ZF 7. Did you sayho-ju ? See Page 45 for more explanations.

S 3 AFh an Australian

= ojtjoll A: From where

i 2} okAM] 2 ?: Do you know CanberraThe stem ofolA] K is - (to know, to know aboit
1¥ R: Of course!Note that 7 ¥ R is a ‘full’ sentence on its own.

Z1 -t friend(s)

-5}l Zrol: together with ...

718rol Q. | visited... The stem is7}=2- (literally, go and seg See Unit 10 for Past Tense.
Ba]AH| Q1 24 Literally, in the vicinity of Brisbane

ofLol 7 Isn'tit...?

SF £ 2o 2. It's Australia’s capital. &~ = is thecapital city.

..ol o Q. It's located in/at/on ...

ZH: an interjection used to signal that the speaker is about to offer something good to the hearer,

or about to invite the hearer to do something that the speaker thinks is good to the hearer.
e I 2 AR Literally, “Please come again!” This is a standard Insa from shop keepers to
customers who are taking their leave.
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2 Some Countries and Continents

LigH-= country, nation SF/AEH Y| O} Australia
St Korea (ROK) = Germany
B3sloly North Korea & Ao} Russia
2=H Korea (DPRK) YA [ETHA] France
AE Japan o|e&lZ|oHolElE] Italy

== China A 9|91 Spain
2t Taiwan 3= England, UK
=1l Mongolia )= USA

H E Y Vietnam o} Ao} Asia

Ei = Thailand LA o}L] o} Oceania
| o] A]o} Malaysia S Europe

Q1T U] A]O} Indonesia ol 2| 7} America

Ol =/Qlt]o} India o= |7} Africa
I}F|AEF Pakistan o= overseas
o]t Iran o= ... which - - -
olgt=a Iraq -of| A from

Korean names for countries

Korean names for countries usually reflect the historical period in which Korea first encountered
those countries. Major Western Powers, for example, were first encountered in the mid to late 19th
century, during the period of encroachment into China. So Korean terms for England and the US, for
example, reflect Chinese practice at the time. Countries encountered later during the Japanese Colonial
Period (1910-1945), such as Australia, are named according to Japanese practice. In the post-war era
there has been an increasing tendency to simply name countries phonetically — the countries listed in
Units 2 and 3 are examples of this.

The names for Korea

The term$t= (Han-guk) refers to the Republic of Korea, South Korea (1947-), by South Koreans.
The full official title of the Republic of Korea isli t21= (Dae-han-min -guk ), or Great Han
Republic Hanis an age-old term denoting the inhabitants of the central and southern part of the Korean
Peninsula, and was originally revived in the late 19th century. The South Koreans usually refers to
North Korea as eithe¥ st (Puk-han), literally 'Northern Han’ op]1 & (I-buk), literally 'the North’.

Z41 (Jo-seon ) was the first kingdom of Koreans which was believed to exist until 108 BC in the
South of the Liao He river and the northwestern part of the Korean peninsula, and the name was also
used by Yi Dynasty which ruled the entire Korean peninsula from 1392 to 1910. Thesesddyis
still in general use in North Korea, and appropriate changes would need to be made in a North Korean
context: =1 A} (Jo-seon sa -ram) when referring to Korean peoples 212t (Jo-seon -mal)
when referring to the Korean language and so on. North Korea usually refers to South Ketea’ds
(namtjo -seon).
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3 More Geography and Culture Words

= A4, = East, West, South, North | & O] English

=QF the East 20 French

X QF the West = German

== Middle East A |10 Spanish
=EBo}lA]o} Northeast Asia O}&o Arabic
=<olA]o} Southeast Asia 1| 2 A] 0} o] Persian

ol g7} South America L= Japanese

T capital city =0 Chinese
AEH-91 person =X} letter, alphabet
2H-0] language, words SHX} Chinese characters

Korea/Korean

There is no special adjectival form for Korean nouns — they combine freely with each other. Thus
St=1 (pronounced ablan-gung -mal ) — the Korean language — is literal§orea languagest=;

A (Han-guk -sa-ram) — a Korean person — is literalkorea persorand so on.
St=2o] and St=22t

st=42t (Han-gung -mal ) refers to the spoken languagg.= o] (Han-guk -eo0) tends to refer to
the language in both its spoken and written fornag.is usually employed when referring to languages
such as English which are widely known in both their spoken and written forms.

The Expressionst- in Stx}

The $t- in $EX} (han-ja ) doesn't have the same meaning as®fhein $+=. In fact it is the same
Hanas in the Chinese Han Dynasty, and by association with a major Chinese dynasty this term often
meangChinesdn Korea. Chinese herbal medicine, for examplegligr (Han-yak ). The
pronunciation and Hangeul are the same, but each is written with a different Chinese character.

4 Some More Useful Words

Q- know - be hot

-5+al and, (together) with - be cold

e 2RO in the vicinity of - - - == 51 be (nice and) warm
-(2)=7 83835} be famous for A - be interesting

oA LIe} many countries o] Q- be boring

715 - visit (Literally: go and sep | = — a little (bit)

ok be numerous SK Number -= n-th floor

= - be small (in number) d = Ground Floor

- be easy W =) .7 On which floor ...?
o1 g- be difficult =1 e toilette
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5 Using Description Verbs

Korean lacks the class of description words we call adjectives in English. The counterparts in
Korean of English adjectives are actually verbs: we will call tH2@escription VerbsTo describe
something we simply add the appropriate verb ending to the relevant description verb stem, just as we
do with the verbs we studied in previous units. That is, the same rules apply. (See Page 23 for Polite
Informal endings, and Page 42 for Polite Formal ones.)

With Polite Informal, if the final vowel in the verb stem i$ or .~ we add ©}2; for all other final
vowels the ending iso] . Of course, verb stems ending#i- transform tosi Q. Look at the
following list to see these rules in action.

- add-0lR — ol They’re numerous,

=] - Hol They’re few.
] RU- | add-AJ L — | AHH] ]} L Itsinteresting.
ZHe] - U] G It's boring.

We've already seen how}- (do) can transform nouns intAction Verbstems, eg= 2 51- (to study,
Z13}5}- (to telephong = A 51 (to do homework etc. But this is not the only wag}- is used.5}-
can form the final syllable of description verb stems,8¢4 5}- (be famouy tr}== 5} (be warn), etc.
Whether thes}- verb is in fact an action or a description verb is usually clear, and can be judged from
the context, and from the grammar of the sentence. Consider the following description verbs.

OSmgk- | _ y F'HSH KL Theyre famous.
85} Sh-changest®ll @ — | 7T < he y

I}EE 5)- IFEE8H L It's (nice and) warm.

Bear in mind that, with verb stems endingun, the = changes tor, to which we then addo] .
We have met two such verb stems alreadiz!}- (be pleaseag, to see you) andl 2} (be gratefu).
Consider the following list of verbs.

Sled e Y7 L I'mpleased.

BT AUFY K rm thankful,

O Y- | B changestoT, __ | O1EARI K  Its difficutt
=- then add-O] R FHL It's easy.
=- Gl It's hot.
=- FAL It's cold.

With the verbsg - (be ho), &- (be cold and}E=5}- (be warn), note that Korean doesn’t describe
a personal reaction with temperature, by saying ‘I'm hot/cold,” but rather makes an object statement
‘It's hot/cold.’

As for the Polite Formal style, adding the appropriate ending is indeed straightforward. We use
-v 1]t} (for statements) and= 1] 7H-4] 1] 71 (for questions) when the verb stem ends in a vowel.
When the stem ends in consonants, we gselt} (for statements) ands vl 7H 2.4 1] 77} (for
guestions). See Page 42 for more explanations.
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6 Where Do You Come from?

We can ask this question by saying

oiti A $ro127)

To answer we can say

PLACE - ol A %}019_.'

and A 7141 (from there, ie, far from ys Whenoil A is followed by an action verb that does not indicate motion it

NOTES: When followed by< - (or indeed any other
verb that indicates motior)] A is equivalent to the
preposition ‘from (a place)’ in English. In normal
conversation, the is dropped when preceded by
olt] (wherg, o3 7] (herg, 71 7] (there, ie, near you
andA~] (over therg, and thus>it] A (from wherg,
oy 714 (from herg, 7171 4] (from there, ie, near you

indicates the locality of the action indicated in the verb. This aspeaitsf doesn’t concern us at the moment,

and will be covered in Unit 10.
EXAMPLES

27 AN = o TIA Sl Q72
Q1 Hol| A ol @

Where does Yukiko come from?

She comes from Japan.

And we can ask, for examplénd where in Japan ...By saying:

A= O T A %*Oig?l

7 Which/What Country Are You from?

Where in Japan does she come from?

If we want to ask specifically which country someone or something comes from, we can use:

o] = Lz} ’?I

EXAMPLES

o= Llefoll Al 2ol 7
E3oll A ol 2.
ol Uje} Abgtolofl 27
Q1= Algto] ol 8.
ol Lja} wolo] 22
5] 2 A] obero] o .

What country are you from?

I'm from China.

What country is (the) person (from)?

He’s/She’s Japanese.

What country is (the) language (from)?

It's Persian.

8 Where Is It Located?
To ask this question we can say:

2= oltol] YlolR?

To answer we can say:

.. O] %1019.'

EXAMPLES

-2/-= = Topic Marker ; Use £ after a noun
ending in consonants, an&=-after a noun ending
in a vowel.

EFX] HFRES of el Ao R?
Q1% ol AL,

HITI 2 7HAIE oltiel Yol e?
of X ol AL,

Where’s Taj Mahal?

It's in India.

Where’s the video shop?

It's near the station.
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