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 PREAMBLE   
 

ASEAN - the world's fifth-largest economic bloc 
Founded in 1967, ASEAN unites ten diverse member states and is a key player 
in regional cooperation. With 670 million people, it represents nine percent of the 
global population and is the world’s fifth-largest economy. ASEAN’s market and 
resources drive global economic progress, while its role in regional security and 
multilateral forums addresses global challenges. Culturally, its rich traditions and 
growing exchange of ideas enhance its global influence. ASEAN’s economic, 
geopolitical, and cultural significance positions it as an increasingly influential 
global player. 
 
The ASEAN Community Vision 2045 (ACV 2045) is set to be launched at the 
46th ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in May 2025, outlining ASEAN's 
direction for the next two decades to foster a united and prosperous Southeast 
Asia as one community. ASEAN’s integration progress, assessed through the 
four Cs framework, is about 50%, with COVID-19 posing challenges. The ASEAN 
Community Vision 2045 (ACV 2045) sets a roadmap for cohesion through three 
pillars: Political-Security (stability, conflict resolution, human rights), Economic 
(integration, sustainability), and Socio-Cultural (human development, cultural 
exchange, inclusivity). It prioritizes digitalization, sustainability, human capital, 
social inclusion, security, and external relations. ACV 2045 aims to strengthen 
regional solidarity, centrality, and resilience against external pressures, fostering 
a rule-based, people-centered ASEAN. 
 
ASEAN with South Korea 
To achieve its goals, ASEAN will maintain its autonomy and neutrality while 
enhancing cooperation with external countries. As it aims for Vision 2045, 
however, ASEAN faces both opportunities and challenges, requiring commitment 
from member states and international collaboration. Strategically positioned in 
the Indo-Pacific, ASEAN must navigate the US-China rivalry to maintain strategic 
autonomy and regional stability. 
 
Over the decades, both ASEAN and Korea have become important strategic 
partners for shared growth. ASEAN serves as both a complementary and 
alternative market for Korean exports, and a key collaborative base for Korean 
industries. Korea's trade with ASEAN has reached record highs, with ASEAN 
becoming Korea's second-largest trading partner in 2023, exceeding the 2000 
trade volume by eightfold. In 2023, bilateral trade reached $201.5 billion, and 
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Foreign Direct Investment from Korea to ASEAN totaled $7 billion. Korean 
investment in ASEAN, particularly in manufacturing, demonstrates the region's 
vital role as a hub for Korean industries. People-to-people exchanges between 
Korea and ASEAN have also significantly expanded, with increased tourism and 
migration. In 2023, approximately 300,000 Korean diaspora reside in ASEAN, 
and Korean soft power, particularly Hallyu (Korean Wave), has a significant 
impact on the region. Politically and diplomatically, the elevation of the Korea-
ASEAN partnership to a "Comprehensive Strategic Partnership" in 2024 signifies 
an expansion of substantive cooperation. 
 
In 2024, Korea elevated its partnership with ASEAN to the highest level by 
establishing the "Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between Korea and 
ASEAN." During the 2024 ASEAN-ROK Dialogue, both sides reviewed the 
current state of cooperation and exchanged views on future development 
directions and regional and international issues. Korea declared its commitment 
to actively contribute to the realization of ACV 2045. 
 
ASEAN Community Vision 2045 and Korea’s strategic initiatives 
The next phase of Korea-ASEAN relations demands a long-term strategic 
approach to foster a tangible and future-oriented community relationship 
encompassing political-security, socio-cultural, and economic dimensions. 
Strategic contributions to the implementation of ACV 2045 are crucial, 
transforming key areas of Korean cooperation with ASEAN into shared benefits 
that support ASEAN's development. 
 
Reinforcing the comprehensive strategic partnership between Korea and ASEAN 
for future shared growth necessitates identifying and cultivating specific key 
cooperation areas, particularly within the framework of the ASEAN Community 
Vision 2045 (ACV 2045). Aligning Korea's initiatives with ACV 2045 is pivotal for 
fostering a more concrete and sustainable partnership, thereby driving shared 
prosperity for both regions. Among these strategic domains, the development 
and exchange of advanced industries is a foremost area of collaboration, 
especially in sustainable smart innovation where Korea holds significant 
global competitiveness. Key facets encompass smart cities, eco-friendly smart 
mobility, green energy development, digital transformation, and the 
application of AI and robotics to industrial development. Therefore, 
identifying pivotal policy issues for collaboration within these specific areas is 
imperative for solidifying robust future Korea-ASEAN cooperation. 
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2025 KACPE International Public Policy Symposium 
Strategic Korea-ASEAN cooperation requires a high-level policy dialogue 
complementing existing sector-specific collaborations. Facilitating dialogue 
among government officials, researchers, and academics will enhance issue 
identification, knowledge sharing, and public discourse, ultimately fostering 
broader and more integrated synergies. Since 2012, Korea Research Initiatives 
(KRI) at the University of New South Wales (UNSW), Australia, has organized 
symposiums and seminars in Southeast Asia for knowledge sharing, and policy 
development and implementation. In 2019, KRI@UNSW re-established the 
Korea-ASEAN Community of Policy Exchange (KACPE) to advance 
cooperation in the area of public policy between Korea and ASEAN. KACPE 
serves as a vital platform for two-track 1.5 policy dialogues. 
 
In 2025, KACPE will organize its International Public Policy Symposium, themed 
"Advancing Together: Korea-ASEAN Strategic Alliance Toward ASEAN Vision 
2045." The theme "Advancing Together" highlights a cooperative partnership 
emphasizing mutual progress. "Korea-ASEAN Strategic Alliance" underscores a 
long-term collaboration across key sectors. 
 
 
 
 
.  
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 SYMPOSIUM PROGRAM OVERVIEW 12-13 NOVEMBER 2025 
 
Against the backdrop of ongoing global flux and reconfiguration of global supply chains, the Symposium 
will examine new challenges and opportunities facing Korea and Southeast Asian countries (Session 1). 
A key collaborative domain is Sustainable Smart Innovation, a vital driver and emerging advanced 
industry sector for regional prosperity. The development and exchange of expertise, particularly in 
sustainable smart innovation, represents a crucial area of cooperation within the broader framework of 
economic and industrial development (Sessions 2, 3, and 4). The identified sessions and presenters are 
outlined below.  
. 

 

The Symposium Overview Shangri-La Phnom Penh 
 

Wednesday 
12 November 2025 

 
Strategic Cooperation for 2025 KACPE 

Public Policy Symposium 

 

Thursday 
13 November 2025 

 
Strengthening the Comprehensive Strategic 

partnership between Korea and ASEAN 

 

Registration / Opening Session /  
Session 1 - Keynote 

Global Paradigm Shifts in Geopolitics and Economy: 
New Korea-ASEAN Partnership for Shared Growth 

08:00 – 10:40 

Tea Break 
10:40 – 11:00 

Session 2  
Strengthening State Capacity for Smart Innovation: 
Policy Development and Korea-ASEAN Cooperation 

11:00 – 12:20 

Lunch 
12:20 – 13:30 

Session 3  
Sustainable Smart Innovation Industries: Advancing 

Industrial and Economic Development 
13:30 – 14:50 

Afternoon Tea 
14:50 – 15:10 

Session 4 - Plenary Session 
15:10 – 16:20 

Welcome Dinner 
Strategic Cooperation for 2025 KACPE International 

Public Policy Symposium 
18:30 – 21:00 

Farewell Dinner 
New Friendship and Partnership for the Shared Future 

Development of ASEAN and Korea  
18:30 – 21:00 
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Welcome Speeches 
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Thursday, 13 November 2025 
SYMPOSIUM: Strengthening the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership between 
Korea and ASEAN 
08:00-8:30 Registration 

08:30-10:40 

OPENING SESSION 
Chair: Mr. Ung Sirn Lee 

Advisor, Deputy Secretary-General 
National Committee for the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Cambodia 
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H.E. Amb. Jang-keun Lee 
Ambassador 
The Mission of the Republic of Korea to ASEAN, Republic of Korea 
 

H.E. U Ko Ko Hlaing 
Union Minister 
Ministry (2) of the President’s Office, Myanmar 
 

Opening Addresses 
H.E. Dr. Ly Thuch 
Senior Minister 
Council of Ministers, Cambodia 

 

SESSION 1–Keynote: Global Paradigm Shifts in Geopolitics and Economy: New 
Korea-ASEAN Partnership for Shared Growth 

Chair: Mr. Veara Kim 
Deputy Secretary-General 

National Committee of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Cambodia 
 

H.E. Amb. Jeong-in Suh  
Former Ambassador, The Mission of the Republic of Korea to the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (2015-17), Republic of Korea 
 

H.E. U Ko Ko Hlaing  
Union Minister 
Ministry (2) of the President’s Office, Myanmar 
 

H.E. Prof. Satryo Soemantri Brodjonegoro  
Former Minister 
Ministry of Higher Education, Science, and Technology, Indonesia 
 

Dr. Sthabandith Insisienmay 
Vice President, Lao Academy of Social and Economic Science 
& Former Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and Investment, Laos 
 

Prof. Rosalie Arcala Hall 
Executive Director, UP Center for Integrative and Development Studies  
University of the Philippines, The Philippines 
 

Dr. Piti Srisangnam  
Executive Director 
ASEAN Foundation, ASEAN 

 

 
Discussion 
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10:40-11:00 Tea Break 

11:00-12:20 

SESSION 2: Strengthening State Capacity for Smart Innovation: Policy 
Development and Korea-ASEAN Cooperation 

Chair: Prof. Jae Hyeok Shin 
Director, ASEAN Center & Prof. Political Science and International Relations  

Korea University, Korea 
 

Dr. Khairul Naim Bin Adham 
Deputy Undersecretary, Biodiversity and Forestry Management Division 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability, Malaysia 
 

Prof. Suhono Harso Supangkat 
Director, Smart Cities and Communities Innovation Center 
Institut Teknologi Bandung, Indonesia 
 

Dr. En Sovann 
Director, Dept of Digital Government Transformation, General Secretariat of the Digital Government  
Committee, Ministry of Post and Telecommunications, Cambodia 
 

Mr. Nuon Samnavuth 
Director, Waste Management and Environment Division 
Capital City of Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
 

Dr. Saowaruj Rattanakhamfu  
Research Director, Innovation Policy for Sustainable Development 
Thailand Development Research Institute, Thailand 

 

Discussion 

12:20-13:30 Lunch 

13:30-14:50 

SESSION 3: Sustainable Smart Innovation Industries: Advancing Industrial 
and Economic Development 

Chair: Dr. Khairul Naim Bin Adham 
Deputy Undersecretary, Biodiversity and Forestry Management Division 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability, Malaysia 
 

Mr. Dong Yun Kang 
Carbon Neutral (Mobility) Program Director, Mobility Dept., Transport Div. 
Korea Agency for Infrastructure Technology Advancement, Republic of Korea 
 

Mr. Muhamad Muhtazam bin Noor Din 
Manager, Sustainable Cities, Climate Action Division 
Malaysian Green Technology and Climate Change Corporation, Malaysia 
 

Ms. Nguyen Thi Hoang Nguyen 
Vice Director, Center for Information, Strategic Analysis Forecast and Public Services 
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Mr.Taing Bunhong 
Director, Dept of Policy and Legal Affairs, General Secretariat of the Digital Government Committee  
Ministry of Post and Telecommunications, Cambodia 
 

Dr. Thida Kyu 
Director General, Union Minister's Office 
Ministry of Investment and Foreign Economic Relation, Myanmar 

 

Discussion 

14:50-15:10 Tea Break 
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15:10-16:20 

SESSION 4 – Plenary Session: Forging Korea-ASEAN Value Chains: Enhancing 
Mutual Development in Sustainable Smart Innovation Industries 

Chair: Prof. Rosalie Arcala Hall 
Executive Director, UP Center for Integrative and Development Studies 

University of the Philippines, The Philippines 
 

H.E. Amb. Jeong-in Suh  
Former Ambassador, The Mission of the Republic of Korea to the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (2015-17), Republic of Korea 
 

Prof. Suhono Harso Supangkat 
Director, Smart Cities and Communities Innovation Center 
Institut Teknologi Bandung, Indonesia 
 

Mr. Muhamad Muhtazam bin Noor Din 
Manager, Sustainable Cities, Climate Action Division 
Malaysian Green Technology and Climate Change Corporation, Malaysia 
 

Dr. En Sovann 
Director, Dept of Digital Government Transformation, General Secretariat of the Digital Government  
Committee, Ministry of Post and Telecommunications, Cambodia 
 

Ms. Latdavanh Songvilay 
Director General, Macroeconomic Research Institute 
Lao Academy of Social and Economic Sciences, Laos 

  

Closing Remarks 
 

 
 

18:30-21:00 

Farewell Dinner: New Friendship and Partnership for the Shared Future 
Development of ASEAN and Korea 

Chair: Mr. Sinet Kleung 
Technical Advisor 

Cambodian Mine Action and Victim Assistance Authority, Cambodia 

Registration 
 

Farewell Speeches 
H.E. Amb. Jeong-in Suh  
Former Ambassador, The Mission of the Republic of Korea to the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (2015-17), Republic of Korea 

 

H.E. Prof. Satryo Soemantri Brodjonegoro  
Former Minister 
Ministry of Higher Education, Science, and Technology, Indonesia 
 

Dr. Khairul Naim Bin Adham 
Deputy Undersecretary, Biodiversity and Forestry Management Division 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability, Malaysia 
 

Dr. Sthabandith Insisienmay 
Vice President, Lao Academy of Social and Economic Science 
& Former Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and Investment, Laos 
 

Dr. Korm Ribaun 
Secretary General, National Committee of the Economic and Social Commission for 
Asia and the Pacific, Council of Ministers, Cambodia 
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WELCOME ADDRESS 
 

Dr. Seung-Ho Kwon 
Executive Director, Korea Research Initiatives 

University of New South Wales 
AUSTRALIA 

 
 
Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is my great honor and privilege to welcome you to the 2025 KACPE International Public Policy 
Symposium, held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. On behalf of the Korea Research Initiatives (KRI) at the 
University of New South Wales (UNSW), I extend my sincere gratitude to all distinguished delegates, 
policymakers, and scholars from Korea, ASEAN member states, and Australia who have gathered here 
to share their insights and commitment to the future of regional cooperation. 
 
I would like to begin by expressing my deepest appreciation to our co-organizer, the National Committee 
for the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific under the Council of Ministers of 
Cambodia, and to our sponsors, the Hyundai Motor Chung Mong-Koo Foundation and the Korea 
Foundation, for their invaluable support and partnership in making this symposium possible. 
 
A Gathering for Shared Vision and Partnership 
 
The 2025 KACPE International Public Policy Symposium, themed “Advancing Together: Korea–ASEAN 
Strategic Alliance Toward ASEAN Vision 2045,” serves as a vital platform to explore the evolving 
landscape of Korea–ASEAN cooperation. More than a policy dialogue, it is a strategic forum to envision 
a shared future based on trust, mutual growth, and sustainable innovation. 
 
ASEAN today stands as the world’s fifth-largest economy, home to over 670 million people, and a key 
pillar of global economic dynamism. As the region prepares to launch the ASEAN Community Vision 
2045 (ACV 2045) in Kuala Lumpur next year, ASEAN is entering a new phase of transformation — one 
that prioritizes integration, inclusivity, and resilience across its three pillars: Political-Security, Economic, 
and Socio-Cultural. 
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At this critical juncture, Korea stands as a trusted and proactive partner. Since the establishment of the 
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP) in 2024, Korea and ASEAN have deepened their 
cooperation across a wide range of sectors. Bilateral trade now exceeds 200 billion USD, while cultural, 
educational, and technological exchanges continue to flourish. The expansion of people-to-people ties 
— reinforced by the growing influence of the Korean Wave (Hallyu) — reflects the dynamism and depth 
of this enduring partnership. 
 
Korea and ASEAN: Advancing Together Toward a Shared Future 
 
We live in an era defined by geopolitical change, technological disruption, and the urgent pursuit of 
sustainability. In such times, partnerships rooted in mutual respect and shared vision are indispensable. 
The Korea–ASEAN relationship exemplifies such collaboration — one built upon complementarity, 
openness, and a collective pursuit of innovation and resilience. 
 
As both regions navigate digital transformation, green transition, and industrial restructuring, their 
cooperation has become an essential foundation for sustainable and inclusive growth. The evolution of 
this partnership underscores a vital truth: the prosperity of one is inseparable from the well-being of the 
other. 
 
This symposium provides an opportunity to exchange forward-looking perspectives, share evidence-
based policy insights, and identify actionable strategies to reinforce Korea–ASEAN collaboration. It aims 
not only to advance academic dialogue but also to function as a policy catalyst — translating ideas into 
tangible pathways for regional innovation and prosperity. 
 
Building a Strategic Alliance for ASEAN Vision 2045 
 
The central question before us is how to align Korea’s strategic initiatives with ASEAN’s long-term 
development goals under ASEAN Vision 2045. Over the course of this symposium, discussions will focus 
on sustainable smart innovation as a core driver of shared growth. 
 
Key themes include smart cities, eco-friendly smart mobility, green energy, digital transformation, and the 
application of AI and robotics to industrial development. These are not merely technical sectors but 
strategic pillars for the next phase of Korea–ASEAN cooperation. Through our policy dialogue today, we 
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aspire to outline practical frameworks that support ASEAN’s regional integration while strengthening 
Korea’s role as a constructive, responsible, and innovative partner. 
 
The Role of KACPE and the Korea Research Initiatives 
 
Since its establishment in 2012, the Korea Research Initiatives (KRI) at UNSW has been devoted to 
promoting research-based policy exchange and academic collaboration between Korea and Southeast 
Asia. Recognizing the importance of institutionalized dialogue, KRI re-established the Korea–ASEAN 
Community of Policy Exchange (KACPE) in 2019. 
 
The KACPE platform fosters two-track (1.5-track) policy dialogues, bringing together government officials, 
scholars, and practitioners to address emerging policy challenges affecting both Korea and ASEAN. 
Through symposiums, policy forums, and collaborative research projects, KACPE has become a vital 
bridge for mutual learning, policy innovation, and regional understanding. 
 
The 2025 KACPE International Public Policy Symposium continues this tradition, convening over 140 
senior policymakers, scholars, and analysts to deliberate on strategies that will shape the next chapter 
of Korea–ASEAN cooperation. 
 
It is a great privilege to acknowledge and welcome our distinguished guests: 
 
I wish to extend our deepest gratitude to the exceptional leaders who honor us with their presence today: 
 
First and foremost, to His Excellency Dr. Ly Thuch, Senior Minister of the Council of Ministers of 
Cambodia, whose leadership and vision have been instrumental in making this Symposium possible. 
Your commitment to regional cooperation exemplifies the spirit of ASEAN community building. 
 
To Dr. Korm Ribaun, Secretary General of the National Committee of the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, Council of Ministers, Cambodia, thank you for your invaluable 
partnership as our co-organizer and your dedication to advancing regional development initiatives. 
 
To His Excellency Ambassador Jang-keun Lee of the Mission of the Republic of Korea to ASEAN, we 
are honored by your support and grateful for your tireless efforts in strengthening Korea-ASEAN relations 
at the highest diplomatic level. 
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To His Excellency Ambassador Jeong-in Suh, Former Ambassador to ASEAN (2015-17), thank you for 
your active engagement and the foundational work you established during your distinguished tenure, 
which continues to benefit Korea-ASEAN cooperation today. 
 
To Mr. Jae Ho Choi, Secretary-General of the Hyundai Motor Chung Mong-Koo Foundation, we deeply 
appreciate your Foundation's generous support, which demonstrates the private sector's commitment to 
fostering Korea-ASEAN partnership and regional development. 
 
To His Excellency U Ko Ko Hlaing, Union Minister of Ministry (2) of the President's Office of Myanmar, 
we are grateful for your participation and Myanmar's continued engagement in strengthening ASEAN 
unity and cooperation. 
 
To His Excellency Professor Satryo Soemantri Brodjonegoro, Former Minister of Higher Education, 
Science, and Technology of Indonesia, your expertise and experience in advancing educational and 
technological cooperation provide invaluable insights for our discussions on innovation and development. 
 
To Dr. Khairul Naim Adham, Deputy Undersecretary of the Biodiversity and Forestry Management 
Division, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Sustainability Malaysia, thank you for bringing 
your critical expertise on environmental sustainability, a cornerstone of our sustainable smart innovation 
agenda. 
 
And to Dr. Sthabandith Insisienmay, Vice President of the Lao Academy of Social and Economic Science 
and Former Vice Minister of the Ministry of Planning and Investment of Laos, thank you for sharing your 
extensive experience in economic planning and policy development, which will enrich our strategic 
discussions. 
 
Your collective presence here today—representing the highest levels of government, diplomacy, 
academia, and research institutes across ASEAN and Korea—demonstrates the shared commitment to 
our partnership and the importance of the issues we will address. 
 
The journey toward ASEAN Vision 2045 is one that requires collaboration, shared responsibility, and 
mutual trust. No single nation can advance this vision alone. It calls for the collective effort of partners 
who believe in the strength of community and the power of cooperation. 
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As we engage in thoughtful dialogue throughout this symposium, may we together lay the foundation for 
a more resilient, innovative, and inclusive Korea–ASEAN partnership that contributes meaningfully to 
regional and global progress. 
 
Thank you once again for your participation and commitment. 
I wish you all a productive and inspiring symposium. 
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CONGRATULATORY ADDRESSES 
 

Mr. Jae Ho Choi 
Secretary-General 

Hyundai Motor Chung Mong-Koo Foundation 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

 
 
Distinguished representatives of the ASEAN member states and the Korean government, and esteemed 
guests who have travelled from near and far. 
 
Good morning. 
 
I am Jae-ho Choi, Secretary-General of the Hyundai Motor Chung Mong-Koo Foundation. 
 
It is a great honour to deliver these remarks on behalf of the Foundation at this symposium under the 
theme, “Korea–ASEAN Strategic Partnership Toward ASEAN Vision 2045.” 
 
At a time when both Korea and ASEAN face an era of complex global transition, today’s gathering carries 
deep meaning as we seek new directions for shared growth and collaboration. 
 
The theme of Smart Innovation to be discussed today represent more than technological or industrial 
transformation. They challenge us to redefine our partnership for cooperation and to envision how we 
can build a sustainable value chain that serves future generations. 
 
In this context, the Hyundai Motor Chung Mong-Koo Foundation’s “Green Society” initiative stands as a 
practical model for how innovation can take root in society. The Green Society fosters entrepreneurial 
researchers in the field of Climate-Tech, encouraging them to move beyond the laboratory and bring their 
innovations to industry and the wider community. 
 
By 2030, the Foundation aims to invest KRW 18 billion in more than 18 projects across climate, resource, 
and ecological innovation, and nurture over 15 leading Climate-Tech ventures. Through collaboration 
with universities, government research institutes, startups, and social ventures, we provide not only 
research funding but also commercialization support, investment connections, and global networking 
opportunities that help these innovations reach society. 
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This initiative goes far beyond academic research. It seeks to build an ecosystem based on the 
philosophy of “Lab to Society,” where innovative technologies are translated into real social value. In this 
ecosystem, research outcomes do not remain confined to laboratories they are linked with enterprises, 
local communities, and public policy to create a virtuous cycle of sustainable social innovation.  
 
This vision aligns perfectly with the themes of today’s symposium, Smart Industrial Innovation and Value 
Chain Integration. 
 
By placing people and society at the heart of innovation, the Green Society represents a shared model 
for change that both Korea and ASEAN can pursue together. One of the key challenges facing us all is 
Sustainable Smart Innovation. In the industrial sphere, this includes digital transformation, smart cities, 
and mobility innovation. In the social sphere, it demands talent development and the creation of 
collaborative innovation ecosystems. 
 
In response to these changes, our Foundation has built a collaborative platform that connects education, 
technology, and social innovation. 
 
Through this, we believe that people, technology, and knowledge — working in harmony can form an 
ecosystem that drives sustainable development for both Korea and ASEAN. 
 
I hope this symposium will serve as an important milestone in presenting new models of cooperative 
innovation and in charting a shared path toward sustainable growth and prosperity. 
 
The Hyundai Motor Chung Mong-Koo Foundation views this symposium as the beginning of a continued 
journey with ASEAN. We look forward to deepening our dialogue and partnership in the years ahead, as 
a trusted companion in learning and growth. 
Once again, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to all of you for joining us for this meaningful 
occasion. May today’s discussions open new possibilities for future generations and for a more 
sustainable tomorrow. 
 
Thank you. 
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The Hyundai Motor Chung Mong-Koo Foundation is dedicated to creating a sustainable world 
together with the next generation. Guided by its mission to contribute to the benefit of humanity and 
society, and under the slogan “Together with Next Generation,” the Foundation pursues future 
innovation and social value through people, space, and knowledge. 
 
Through its Future Innovation Platform, the Foundation nurtures young talents who will lead 
sustainable development, operates open spaces for collaboration and communication, and builds a 
knowledge-sharing ecosystem that prepares society for the future. The Knowledge Platform, 
represented by initiatives such as Green Society, transforms innovative research into practical 
solutions, bridging technology and society under the vision of “Lab to Society.” 
 
The Social Contribution Platform promotes culture and arts to narrow cultural gaps, cultivates 
creativity and leadership through education, and extends hope through medical support. By combining 
innovation and inclusion, the Hyundai Motor Chung Mong-Koo Foundation continues to empower 
people, strengthen communities, and drive collective growth toward a more sustainable and equitable 
future. 
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CONGRATULATORY ADDRESSES 
 

H.E. Amb. Jang-keun Lee 
Ambassador 

The Mission of the Republic of Korea to ASEAN 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

 

 
Excellencies, 
 
Distinguished Guests, 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
It is a true pleasure to greet you at this year’s Korea-ASEAN Community of Policy Exchange (KACPE) 
International Symposium. 
 
Although I cannot be with you in person, I’m honored to take part in this meaningful gathering with 
many distinguished friends and key players of the ASEAN and Korea partnership. 
 
This is my third time joining this annual Symposium as the Korean Ambassador to ASEAN, and I am 
delighted to witness how the dialogue in this forum has grown deeper and broader every year. 
 
Let me first extend my heartfelt congratulations to KACPE for organizing this timely event under the 
theme “Advancing Together: Korea-ASEAN Strategic Alliance Toward ASEAN Vision 2045.” 
 
This year marks a historic milestone for ASEAN. 
 
Under Malaysia’s capable chairmanship, ASEAN demonstrated robust leadership and adopted the 
ASEAN Vision 2045. This is a profoundly ambitious course, accompanied by four strategic plans that 
chart a clear path for the next two decades, spanning the political-security, economic, socio-cultural, 
and connectivity pillars. 
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At the ASEAN and related Summit just two weeks ago, ASEAN further affirmed its vision for a shared 
future—one that is resilient, innovative, dynamic, and people-centered—through the unifying theme of 
"Inclusivity and Sustainability." 
 
With Timor-Leste joining as ASEAN’s 11th member state, ASEAN’s aspiration to serve as a key engine 
of global peace and growth feels more tangible than ever. 
 
Throughout this journey of ASEAN, Korea has remained one of ASEAN’s closest and most trusted 
partners—steadfast, forward-looking, and cooperative. 
 
At the same time, we must recognize the unprecedented challenges that both ASEAN and Korea face 
today. 
 
In this new era of shifting supply chains and rapid technological transformation, export-driven 
economies like ours must adapt to realities shaped by growing protectionism and new economic 
uncertainties. 
 
ASEAN has already taken proactive steps. The ASEAN Geoeconomic Task Force presented important 
recommendations last month to coordinate our collective responses to global change. Equally 
significant is the Digital Economy Framework Agreement—the world’s first region-wide digital economy 
blueprint—expected to unlock a two-trillion-dollar market by 2030. 
 
The ASEAN Plus Three Macroeconomic Research Office (AMRO) forecasts growth of around 4% for 
East Asia in the coming years. This is encouraging—but it should also motivate us to deepen our 
strategic partnership. We must ensure this growth translates into real benefits for all our people. 
 
Distinguished Guests, 
Let me share three key directions for advancing the Korea-ASEAN partnership toward ASEAN Vision 
2045. 
 
First, we must safeguard the rules-based international order. 
 
The stable, rules-based system that has long supported peace and prosperity is under strain. Korea 
and ASEAN—open, like-minded, and export-oriented economies—should work together to uphold 
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these principles. With mutual trust and understanding, our businesses can invest confidently, create 
quality jobs, and contribute to lasting peace and stability in our shared region. 
 
Second, we must embrace emerging technologies—especially artificial intelligence—with wisdom and 
responsibility. 
 
AI brings tremendous opportunities but also new challenges. Deepfakes and online scams remind us 
that technology must be guided by ethics and digital literacy. 
 
Korea’s sovereign AI initiative is part of that effort, and we look forward to sharing experiences and 
working with ASEAN to build a digitally inclusive and secure future. 
 
Third, we must strengthen people-to-people connections. 
 
Cultural and educational exchange, creative industries, and youth networks are essential to building 
mutual trust. These initiatives bring our societies closer together and make our partnership enduring 
and resilient. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
As reaffirmed at the ASEAN-Korea Summit in Kuala Lumpur last month, my government remains firmly 
committed to supporting ASEAN Centrality and ASEAN’s leading role in the region. 
 
Peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula are equally vital—not only for Korea but for ASEAN and 
the broader Indo-Pacific. That is why my government introduced the END Initiative—Exchange, 
Normalization, and Denuclearization—to foster peaceful coexistence and shared growth. 
We believe ASEAN’s continued support, with its unique convening power, can play a crucial role in this 
process. 
 
Over the past thirty-five years, our partnership has achieved remarkable milestones. 
 
Looking ahead, Korea will remain a steadfast partner in ASEAN’s journey toward a resilient, innovative, 
and people-centered ASEAN Vision 2045. 
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I hope today’s Symposium becomes a platform for open dialogue and fresh ideas from government, 
academia, and the private sector—ideas that will guide us toward a more prosperous, inclusive, and 
sustainable ASEAN-Korea partnership. 
 
Once again, congratulations to KACPE on hosting the 2025 Symposium. I wish you all great success. 
Thank you.   
 
  



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA  17 

CONGRATULATORY ADDRESSES 
 

H.E. U Ko Ko Hlaing 
Union Minister 

Ministry (2) of the President’s Office 
MYANMAR 

 
 
Good morning, distinguished guests, esteemed organizers and partners, respected speakers, and dear 
friends from across ASEAN and the Republic of Korea. 
 
It is indeed a great honor and pleasure for me to deliver this congratulatory address at the opening of 
such an important and inspiring event — the International Symposium organized under the theme, 
“Advancing Together: Korea-ASEAN Strategic Alliance Toward ASEAN Vision 2045.” 
 
First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the organizers and partners who have made 
this meaningful gathering possible — the National Committee for the Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (NC-ESCAP), Cambodia; the Korea Research Initiative, University of New South 
Wales; the Hyundai Motor Chun Mong-Koo Foundation, Korea; and the Korea Foundation, Korea. Your 
collective efforts and dedication have provided us with a valuable platform for dialogue, cooperation, and 
forward-looking exchange. 
 
This symposium comes at a very significant moment — a time when our region and the world at large 
are facing rapid transformations. The global paradigm shifts in geopolitics and the economy are reshaping 
how nations interact, how policies are designed, and how partnerships are built. In this context, gatherings 
like this one are not just academic or policy discussions — they are, in fact, acts of regional leadership 
and friendship. 
 
The topics to be discussed during this symposium — Global Paradigm Shifts in Geopolitics and Economy; 
Strengthening State Capacity for Smart Innovation; Sustainable Smart Innovation Industries; and Forging 
Korea-ASEAN Value Chains — all point toward one essential truth: that our future progress depends on 
how effectively we can innovate, collaborate, and adapt together. 
 
ASEAN Vision 2045, as we all know, aims to build a peaceful, prosperous, resilient, and dynamic regional 
community. To realize this vision, it is crucial that we align our strategies and policies with trusted and 
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like-minded partners. The Republic of Korea has long been one of ASEAN’s most active and reliable 
partners — not only in trade and investment but also in knowledge sharing, technology transfer, and 
human resource development. 
 
The Korea-ASEAN Community of Policy Exchange (KACPE), supported by the Korea Research Initiative 
and other dedicated partners, has played a crucial role in building these bridges of understanding and 
trust. Through dialogues, joint research, and people-to-people exchange, we have strengthened the very 
foundation of our partnership — friendship. 
 
I have had the privilege to engage with KRI and KACPE in the past, and I can sincerely say that their 
contributions have made a lasting impact in nurturing cooperation between our nations. To me, both KRI 
and Cambodia are old friends — and as the saying goes, “A new friend is valuable, but an old friend is 
priceless.” Today, standing among both familiar and new faces, I am reminded of how powerful friendship 
can be as a force for regional development. 
 
This symposium is more than just an exchange of ideas — it is a reaffirmation of our shared commitment 
to a future of sustainable progress and inclusive prosperity. As we explore strategies to build smart 
innovation industries, to strengthen value chains, and to navigate complex global dynamics, let us 
remember that our ultimate goal is not only economic growth but human development — ensuring that 
all people in our region can benefit from peace, innovation, and opportunity. 
 
I am confident that through the discussions and collaborations in this symposium, new perspectives will 
emerge, new partnerships will be forged, and new pathways will open for Korea and ASEAN to work 
hand in hand toward our shared vision of 2045. 
 
In closing, let me once again express my sincere appreciation to the organizers, speakers, and 
participants who have made this event possible. May this symposium serve as a milestone in 
strengthening the Korea-ASEAN Strategic Alliance — built on mutual respect, friendship, and the shared 
aspiration to advance together toward a brighter future. 
Thank you very much. 
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OPENING ADDRESS 
 

H.E. Dr. Ly Thuch 
Senior Minister 

Council of Ministers 
CAMBODIA 

 
 
Dr. Seung-Ho Kwon, Executive Director of Korea Research Initiatives, University of New South Wales, 
Mr. Kwang-Cheol Lee, Director General, Korea Foundation, 
Mr. Jae Ho Choi, Secretary-General, Hyundai Motor Chung Mong-Koo Foundation 
Your Excellency Ambassador Jang-keun Lee 
Your Excellency U Ko Ko Hlaing, Union Minister, Ministry of the President’s Office, Myanmar 
Honorable Scholars and Researchers 
Your Excellencies, Distinguished Leaders, Brilliant Minds Gathered Here Today, 
 
Good morning. 
 
I have the great honor and pleasure to welcome all of you — distinguished delegates, colleagues, and 
friends — to the Kingdom of Cambodia, and to our vibrant capital city of Phnom Penh, and to this 2025 
KACPE International Public Policy Symposium, a truly meaningful platform for dialogue and partnership. 
 
To our friends from Korea, Australia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, 
Viet Nam, and of course, from across Cambodia — representing governments, provinces, academia, and 
the private sector — thank you for being here. Your presence reflects your deep commitment to 
advancing the Korea–ASEAN partnership toward our shared future. 
 
My colleague has eloquently set the stage, and now I stand before you not to repeat what has been said, 
but to challenge us all to think bigger, act bolder, and commit more deeply to the transformation we seek. 
 
Allow me first to express my deep gratitude to Samdech Moha Borvor Thipadei HUN MANET, Prime 
Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia, for his visionary leadership in advancing Cambodia’s role in 
regional integration and innovation.  
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Under his guidance, Cambodia is not only contributing to ASEAN’s future but helping shape it through 
his strong commitment to digital transformation, sustainable development, and strategic partnerships, 
especially with the Republic of Korea.  
 
His vision for a modern, connected, and resilient Cambodia perfectly aligns with ASEAN Vision 2045 and 
our Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with Korea. 
 
Excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen,  
 
Today I speak not as a minister reciting policy, but as a dreamer who has witnessed miracles, as a 
survivor who has seen nations rise from ashes, and as a believer in the power of collaborative ambition. 
 
Let me take you back. When I was young, this region was synonymous with war, poverty, and division. 
Cambodia was in ruins. Vietnam was healing from conflict. Myanmar faced internal strife. Indonesia was 
finding its footing. Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, they were building, but few believed Southeast Asia 
could become a unified force. 
 
Yet here we are. ASEAN is not just surviving; we are thriving. We are not just cooperating; we are 
integrating. We represent the fifth-largest economy in the world, but more importantly, we represent 
something that cannot be measured in GDP alone: we represent hope, resilience, and the audacity to 
dream beyond our circumstances. 
 
Cambodia's journey mirrors ASEAN's journey. We emerged from one of history's darkest chapters, the 
Khmer Rouge genocide that claimed two million lives, to become a nation of growth, stability, and 
opportunity. If we can do this, if ASEAN can do this, then together with Korea, there is nothing we cannot 
achieve. 
 
This is the foundation upon which we build Vision 2045. Not theory. Not wishful thinking. But proven, lived 
experience that transformation is possible when we choose cooperation over conflict, when we choose 
integration over isolation. 
 
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,  
 
Why Korea? Why is this partnership so natural, so powerful, so necessary? 
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Because Korea understands us. In 1953, Korea emerged from a devastating war as one of the poorest 
nations on earth. Today, Korea is a global powerhouse in technology, manufacturing, culture, and 
innovation. Korea knows what it means to rebuild. Korea knows what it means to dream impossibly big 
and then deliver. 
 
Korea did not achieve this miracle through natural resources, it was achieved through human capital, 
through education, through innovation, through an unrelenting focus on the future. These are lessons 
ASEAN can learn from and build upon. 
 
But this is not a one-way street. Korea needs ASEAN as much as ASEAN needs Korea. 
 
Korea needs our markets, our young demographics, our manufacturing ecosystems, our strategic 
position between the world's great powers. We are complementary forces. Where Korea has technology, 
ASEAN has scale. Where Korea has experience, ASEAN has energy. Where Korea has capital, ASEAN 
has opportunity. 
 
The elevation to Comprehensive Strategic Partnership is not ceremonial. It is a recognition that our 
futures are intertwined, that our success is mutual, and that together we can shape the trajectory of this 
century. 
 
My friends, let me be blunt. We cannot achieve Vision 2045 with incremental thinking. We cannot 
compete in the 21st century with 20th-century tools. We cannot build smart cities with analog 
bureaucracies. We cannot claim leadership in sustainability while clinging to fossil fuel dependency. 
 
Innovation is not optional. It is existential. 
 
By 2045, two-thirds of Southeast Asians will live in cities, turning this urban surge into either a crisis or 
an opportunity. With smart planning, it becomes an opportunity. Korea has the expertise; ASEAN cities 
have the ambition. Together, we can co-create smart urban models that show the world how developing 
nations can leapfrog to a sustainable, connected future. 
 
Climate change is already upon us: rising seas, extreme weather, and disrupted agriculture threaten 
ASEAN’s future. Our survival depends on a rapid shift to renewable energy. Korea’s expertise in solar, 
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wind, hydrogen, and battery technology can drive ASEAN’s green transformation. With shared 
commitment and action, carbon neutrality can become a reality, not a slogan, by 2045. 
 
Digital inclusion empowers everyone, from rural farmers to urban citizens, by providing access to 
information, services, and opportunities. Korea’s success in digital infrastructure and e-government offers 
valuable lessons, but our partnership must ensure universal connectivity so that no one is left behind. 
 
Technology alone is not enough. It is people who drive progress. With ASEAN’s young and dynamic 
population, our future depends on investing in education, skills, and lifelong learning. Korea’s experience 
offers a model for collaboration through academic exchanges, research partnerships, and innovation. 
Education must also nurture critical thinking, creativity, and shared values to sustain our partnership for 
generations. 
 
Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen,  
 
I would be dishonest if I pretended the path ahead is smooth. It is not. We face real obstacles and 
acknowledging them is the first step to overcoming them. 
 
ASEAN faces formidable challenges: geopolitical tensions, regulatory fragmentation, and the digital 
divide. We must safeguard strategic autonomy while deepening partnerships, harmonize standards to 
boost trade and investment, and ensure digital integration narrows rather than widens inequality. These 
tasks demand unity, courage, and creativity, but with commitment, they are all within our reach. 
 
This symposium will produce recommendations. Documents will be drafted. Agreements will be signed. 
But I ask you a simple question: What will you personally do differently when you leave this room? 
 
To the policymakers: Will you champion bold reforms even when they are politically risky? 
 
To the scholars: Will you focus your research on problems that matter, on solutions that can be 
implemented? 
 
To the business leaders: Will you invest not just where profits are guaranteed, but where impact is 
transformational? 
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To the young professionals: Will you dedicate your careers to building bridges between Korea and 
ASEAN? 
 
Vision 2045 will not implement itself. It requires each of us to step beyond our comfort zones, to take 
risks, to lead with conviction. 
 
Imagine ASEAN in 2045: our GDP has tripled, our cities are smart and sustainable, and our people are 
educated and empowered. Together with Korea, we have become true partners in innovation, culture, 
and sustainability. Peace and stability prevail, and cooperation defines our region’s identity and future. 
 
This is not utopian fantasy. This is achievable if we commit today to the actions required tomorrow. 
 
Cambodia is not a passive participant but an active architect of ASEAN’s future. Under Samdech Prime 
Minister HUN MANET’s leadership, we are investing in digital infrastructure, partnering with Korea on 
smart cities, reforming education to strengthen STEM and critical thinking, and fostering an investment-
friendly, responsible economy. Within ASEAN, we will champion integration, harmonized regulations, and 
inclusive growth that leaves no member behind. 
 
Cambodia knows what it means to rebuild. We will share that experience, that resilience, that 
determination with our ASEAN family and our Korean partners. 
 
My dear colleagues, we are here because we believe nations can rise from poverty, former adversaries 
can become partners, and technology can serve humanity. History will judge us not by our words, but by 
our actions, by the results we deliver and the lives we improve. 
 
We are the architects of tomorrow. We hold the blueprints. We have the tools. We have the talent. All 
that remains is the will to build. 
 
Excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen,  
 
Let me also take this opportunity to express my deepest appreciation to our co-organizers and sponsors 
— the Korea Research Initiatives at the University of New South Wales, Australia, the Hyundai Motor 
Chung Mong-Koo Foundation, the Korea Foundation, Korea, and my dedicated team from the National 
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Committee for ESCAP. Your hard work, collaboration, and vision have made this symposium possible — 
and meaningful. 
 
So let us leave this symposium not with polite applause but with fierce determination. Let us return to our 
offices not with reports to file but with projects to launch. Let us approach 2045 not with hope alone but 
with strategy, investment, and relentless execution. 
 
Korea and ASEAN, we are stronger together. We are bolder together. We are unstoppable together. 
 
The future is not something we await. 
 
The future is something we create. 
 
Let us build it together. 
 
Thank you.  
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THE COMPLEX CHALLENGES OF MEGA TRENDS AND 
KOREA-ASEAN ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

 
H.E. Amb. Jeong-in Suh 

Former Ambassador 
The Mission of the Republic of Korea to the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (2015-17) 

 REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
 
 

1. ASEAN’s Upward Evolution Over the Past 60 Years 
 
Since its establishment in 1967, ASEAN has steadily and consistently evolved upward for nearly sixty 
years, responding to each era’s internal and external environments. 
 
Up to the current period marked by U.S.-China strategic competition, ASEAN’s evolution has gone 
through four turning points. 
 
First Turning Point: The 1967 Bangkok Declaration – Founding of ASEAN) 
The first turning point, was the founding of ASEAN in 1967 through the Bangkok Declaration.  
 
Confronted with external communist threats and internal insurgencies, ASEAN focused on regional 
security and sought to promote peace and stability in the region through the “ASEAN Principles” and the 
“ASEAN Way.”  
 
While the Bangkok Declaration outwardly emphasized functional cooperation in less contentious socio-
economic areas, in reality, security was the core concern. 
 
Given differences in the political and economic system, and security perception among member states, 
infra-regional cooperation in security matters was difficult. As a result, ASEAN’s collaboration was 
primarily centered on extra- regional partners such as the United States and the United Kingdom. 
 
Second Turning Point: The 1976 Bali ASEAN Summit – Focus on Security 
The second turning point came with the first ASEAN Summit held in Bali in 1976.  
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It was the first summit upgraded from the level of foreign ministers’ meetings to heads of state, and it 
adopted the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation (TAC) and the Bali Concord I, which became guidelines for 
future ASEAN cooperation. 
 
The latent agenda of regional security, which had been implicit at ASEAN’s founding, was now brought 
to the forefront. This was in response to the global environment of cold war détente between U.S. and 
China, U.S.-Soviet détente, and the communist takeover of Vietnam in 1975. 
 
During the subsequent ten years of the Third Indochina War, ASEAN realized that collective cooperation 
among member states significantly enhanced its negotiating power. 
 
Third Turning Point: The 1992 Singapore Summit – Economic Cooperation and AFTA 
The third turning point came with the 1992 ASEAN Summit in Singapore, which adopted the ASEAN Free 
Trade Area (AFTA).  
 
With the end of the Cold War, ASEAN was relieved of the burden of having to align with either the United 
States or the Soviet Union, thereby gaining more flexibility in political and security affairs.  
 
Amid globalization and the emergence of regionalism-such as NAFTA and the E-ASEAN began to focus 
on the economy. This marked the beginning of ASEAN’s “golden era.” 
 
Although the Asian Financial Crisis of 1997 was a major challenge, ASEAN turned the crisis into an 
opportunity. At the 1997 ASEAN Summit, ASEAN Vision 2020 was adopted. 
 
Fourth Turning Point: Formation of the ASEAN Community 
The fourth turning point began with the 2003 ASEAN Summit in Bali, which launched the process of 
establishing the ASEAN Community. 
 
This period includes the adoption of the ASEAN Community Vision 2015, 2025, and 2045, which are 
currently in progress. 
 
The ASEAN Community consists of three pillars: the Political-Security Community (APSC), the Economic 
Community (AEC), and the Socio-Cultural Community (ASCC). 
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Among these, the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) serves as the catalyst. The AEC aims to 
establish a single market and production base by promoting the free movement of goods, services, 
capital, and unskilled labor across the region to enhance ASEAN’s competitiveness. 
 
 

2. The Multi-Complex Challenges of the 3D Mega Trends and Korea-
ASEAN Economic Cooperation  

 
Paradigm Shift 
For about thirty years after the end of the Cold War in the early 1990s, the world maintained a unipolar 
international order led by the United States. 
 
However, this order began to shake around the emergence of the Trump Administration in 2017, marking 
a paradigm shift toward a multipolar international order. 
 
The United States and China are no longer cooperative partners but strategic competitors. Like many 
middle powers, ASEAN is now facing an external environment where it is being pressured to choose 
sides in this new Cold War context. 
 
This U.S.-China geopolitical rivalry will likely continue for decades. Politics and security, the economy, 
and technology are no longer separate domains— they are increasingly coupled. 
 
Under these dynamics of geopolitics, geoeconomics, and geotechnology, it is no longer feasible to 
approach economic issues in a siloed manner. Integrated cooperation is now essential. 
 
At the 2025 ASEAN Summit held earlier this year, the ASEAN Community Vision 2045 identified 17 
existing and future mega trends. 
 
These reflect the external challenges ASEAN faces today. Among them, I wish to focus on three—what 
I call the 3D Mega Trends—and discuss how Korea and ASEAN can turn these complex challenges into 
opportunities for economic cooperation. 
 
(1) Deglobalization and Decoupling 
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The first challenge is deglobalization and decoupling. 
 
The world is now dividing into two systems, largely driven by U.S.-China decoupling, especially in 
advanced technologies such as AI, and semiconductor. 
 
The trend is moving toward “America First”–style protectionism and bilateralism, while the WTO is 
becoming increasingly paralyzed. President Trump even coined the term “Trump Round,” which 
effectively signals the end of the WTO era. 
 
The U.S. is pursuing reshoring, nearshoring and friendshoring to build production networks separated 
from China, with an even stronger emphasis on reshoring expected during Trump’s second term. 
 
He is attempting to revive U.S. manufacturing by imposing tariffs on countries like Korea and ASEAN 
members. 
 
In this situation, export-driven economies like Korea and Southeast Asian nations—whose growth relied 
on both the U.S. and Chinese markets—are now facing a harsh reality of having to choose between the 
two. 
 
This external paralysis facing export-dependent ASEAN in 2025 is strikingly similar to that of 1992 when 
AFTA was created. 
 
Back then, ASEAN faced deadlock in the GATT Round and the rise of regional blocs such as NAFTA 
and the EU, which led ASEAN to promote intra- regional trade through AFTA as a survival strategy. 
 
Now, with the paralysis of the WTO system and the resurgence of U.S. protectionism through tariffs, 
ASEAN once again needs alternatives. 
 
Korea and ASEAN must find markets beyond the U.S. and China. Potential candidates include ASEAN 
itself, Northeast Asia (including Korea, China, and Japan), India, the Middle East, and the EU—essentially 
a strategy of economic diversification. 
 
It is time to heed the wisdom of the investment proverb: “Do not put all your eggs in one basket.” 
 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    31 

Although these diversification targets will also pursue protective measures, realistically, the immediate 
market to focus on is Southeast Asia’s 700 million people, as well as the broader Northeast Asian 
market. 
 
While ASEAN’s average per capita income remains below USD 5,000, its middle class is growing rapidly, 
and consumers in metropolitan areas like Jakarta and Bangkok now possess purchasing power 
comparable to Korea’s. 
 
Historically, ASEAN economies have relied on external exports due to similar industrial structures. Now, 
they should strengthen intra-ASEAN trade as a safety mechanism. 
 
Currently, intra-ASEAN trade remains stagnant at 23–25% for over a decade. As agreed during previous 
ASEAN Economic Ministers (AEM) Meetings, it should be increased to at least 35%. 
 
This difficult external environment presents a timely opportunity to achieve that goal. 
 
Korea, likewise, should not limit its engagement to exporting intermediates to Southeast Asia and re-
exporting finished goods to external markets like the U.S. Instead, it should adopt a “produce locally, 
consume locally” (local production and local consumption) model within ASEAN. 
 
Korea and ASEAN should also activate East Asian trade encompassing ASEAN and the three Northeast 
Asian countries (Korea, China, Japan). This would create a market equivalent in scale to the integrated 
European market. 
 
In this process, Korea and ASEAN can cooperate on supply chain restructuring. 
 
The once-dominant “Just-in-Time” production model, driven purely by efficiency, has shown its fragility 
during the COVID-19 pandemic and the Trump era. Now is the time to adopt a “Just-in-Case” model for 
crisis preparedness. 
 
To expand intra-ASEAN and East Asian trade, both sides should reduce non- tariff barriers (NTBs) and 
strengthen local firms’ technological capabilities and know-how to build regional supply chains. 
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Korean government and companies can play a crucial role here. By doing so, a Korea-ASEAN supply 
chain could mitigate the risks arising from the U.S.- China decoupling. 
 
(2) Digitalization 
The second challenge is digitalization. 
 
ASEAN’s economic growth rate in 2025 is projected to be around 5%, which surpasses the global 
average and that of Korea or advanced economies. 
 
This vitality stems from various factors, but one key driver is ASEAN’s rapid transformation toward the 
digital economy. 
 
Digitalization across all sectors is emerging as a game changer capable of upgrading ASEAN’s economy 
to a new level. 
 
ASEAN’s digital economy currently stands at approximately USD 300 billion annually, but by 2030, it is 
projected to surge to USD 1–2 trillion, accounting for 30% of ASEAN’s total GDP. 
 
At the ASEAN Summit held in late October 2025 in Malaysia, the ASEAN Digital Economy Framework 
Agreement (DEFA)—a blueprint outlining the fundamental direction and approach for ASEAN’s digital 
transformation—was adopted. 
 
This offers significant opportunities for cooperation between Korean firms— already advanced in the 
digital economy—and ASEAN companies that seek digital know-how. 
 
The major opportunity factors include ASEAN’s young, digital-native population, a growing middle 
class (51% of the population) that prefers digital products and services, and rapid urbanization (over 
50%) that drives demand for smart city and digital infrastructure. 
 
However, there are also key challenges to address: 
 

• Digital divides among member states, between urban and rural areas, and between large 
and small firms; 
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• Protectionist regulations and fragmented standards aimed at safeguarding domestic digital 
industries; 

• Shortages of human capital to sustain the digital economy. 
 
Without addressing these issues, ASEAN’s digital governance may remain limited to a “lowest common 
denominator” level of cooperation. 
 
In overcoming these barriers, Korea-ASEAN cooperation in the digital sector has great potential. 
 
(3) Decarbonization 
The third challenge is decarbonization, that is, the green industry and responses to climate change. 
 
According to KOTRA’s 2025 report, Southeast Asia has favorable geographic conditions for renewable 
energy development—solar power (Vietnam), wind power (Vietnam), and geothermal energy 
(Indonesia, the Philippines)—as well as abundant resources for eco-friendly industries (aluminum, 
nickel, cobalt), and strong governmental will to pursue green agendas. 
 
However, given the limitations of expanding renewable energy capacity, ASEAN countries are also 
investing in clean coal and carbon capture and storage (CCS) technologies as complementary 
alternatives. 
 
As digital transformation, manufacturing relocation, and data center construction accelerate across 
ASEAN, the region’s electricity demand is surging. 
 
Yet, amid efforts to reduce fossil fuel generation for carbon neutrality and severe droughts reducing 
hydropower output, energy security risks are growing. 
 
In this context, ASEAN’s interest in renewable energy, as well as nuclear power and CCS technologies, 
presents strong opportunities for cooperation with Korea, which possesses world-class expertise in these 
fields. 
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3. The Lee Jae-Myung Administration’s Policy Direction Toward ASEAN 
 
The Lee Jae-Myung Administration, inaugurated in June 2025, announced as a national agenda item that 
it will “inherit and advance the New Southern Policy (NSP).” 
 
Although a detailed roadmap has yet to be unveiled, the administration has clearly expressed its intention 
to continue emphasizing ASEAN. 
 
Three Principles for ASEAN Cooperation 
Having long worked within ASEAN, I would like to emphasize three principles that I hope the Lee 
Administration will incorporate into its ASEAN-centered policy: 
 
1. Consistency, 
2. Concreteness—aligning with ASEAN’s needs, and 
3. Comprehensiveness—encompassing not only economic cooperation but also social, cultural, and 

non-traditional security issues. 
 
Two Concrete Cooperation Proposals 
Under these principles, I propose two specific initiatives for the Lee Administration to pursue during its 
term: 
 
1. The President should complete bilateral visits to all ten ASEAN member states within his term. 
2. In 2029, marking the 40th anniversary of Korea-ASEAN Dialogue Relations, Korea should host a 

Korea-ASEAN Special Summit. 
 
If Korea makes such a proposal, ASEAN is expected to respond positively. 
 
By doing so, Korea would become the first Dialogue Partner outside ASEAN to host Special Summits 
in 2009, 2014, 2019, and again in 2029—a remarkable testament to enduring partnership. 
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KOREA–ASEAN STRATEGIC ALLIANCE TOWARD 
ASEAN VISION 2045 

 
H.E. U Ko Ko Hlaing 

Union Minister 
Ministry (2) of the President’s Office 

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR 
 
 
Excellencies, honorable ministers, esteemed delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Good morning. It is a privilege to stand before you today as we gather to reaffirm our shared vision — a 
vision of peace, stability, and prosperity across our region through the Korea–ASEAN Strategic Alliance. 
 
This forum takes place at a time of profound uncertainty. We are living through a period shaped by 
geopolitical realignments, global economic and financial volatility, and the escalating threat of climate 
change. These forces are reshaping not only our economies and societies but also the very fabric of 
international relations. 
 
Yet, amid these uncertainties, there is also hope — hope born from cooperation, shared values, and the 
recognition that our destinies are intertwined. The Republic of Korea and ASEAN share not only 
geographical proximity but also a deep commitment to peace, mutual respect, and inclusive growth. 
Today, as we look toward the realization of ASEAN Vision 2025, it is time to deepen this partnership and 
align our efforts for a shared future. 
 
The Context of Uncertainty and Transformation 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Our region stands at a critical crossroads. The global landscape is witnessing a rapid geopolitical 
paradigm shift. Strategic competition among major powers is intensifying, testing the unity and resilience 
of smaller and medium-sized states. Several complex, high-intensity conflicts, such as war in Ukraine 
and Middle East, pose immediate humanitarian and geopolitical risks, often exacerbated by external 
interferences and resource competition.  
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At the same time, the global economy faces increasing turbulence — from supply chain disruptions and 
inflationary pressures to technological inequality and financial instability. Coercive tariff policy is 
affectively interrupting the international order of commerce and trade. Meanwhile, the climate crisis 
continues to affect our people’s lives and livelihoods, through rising sea levels, extreme weather events, 
and threats to food and water security. 
 
These challenges do not recognize borders. They are transnational, interconnected, and deeply human 
in their consequences. They remind us that no nation can stand alone. Our responses must therefore be 
collective, not isolated; cooperative, not competitive. 
 
 
A Shared Future — Korea and ASEAN Together 
 
This is why the partnership between the Republic of Korea and ASEAN carries such significance. For 
decades, our cooperation has been grounded in friendship, trust, and a shared belief in regional peace 
and prosperity. But today, we must take this relationship to a new level — one that moves from 
collaboration to strategic alliance, from dialogue to joint action, and from short-term projects to long-term 
vision. 
 
Our shared future must focus on four critical areas of cooperation: food security, technology, disaster 
management, and transnational crime prevention. 
 
1. Food Security 
In a time when global food supply chains are vulnerable to shocks — from conflict, pandemic, or climate 
impact — we must ensure that our region has stable, sustainable, and equitable access to food. 
 
Korea stands ready to partner with ASEAN in developing smart agriculture, sustainable farming practices, 
and research on food innovation. By integrating technology with traditional wisdom, we can strengthen 
food systems that feed not only our people but also future generations. 
 
2. Technology and Innovation 
Technology is both a driver of progress and a potential divider of societies. Together, ASEAN and Korea 
can bridge the digital divide through cooperation in digital infrastructure, AI ethics, cyber-security, and the 
digital economy. 
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Our collaboration should empower youth, entrepreneurs, and innovators across Southeast Asia to 
harness technology for inclusive growth — ensuring that digital transformation benefits all, not just a few. 
 
3. Disaster Management and Climate Resilience 
Our region is one of the most disaster-prone areas in the world. Typhoons, floods, and droughts are now 
part of our shared reality. We must therefore build stronger early warning systems, joint emergency 
response mechanisms, and knowledge-sharing networks. 
 
Korea’s experience in technology and data management can support ASEAN’s initiatives on climate 
adaptation and green transition, contributing to a safer and more sustainable future. 
 
4. Combating Transnational Crimes 
Challenges such as human trafficking, illicit drug, cybercrime, and illegal trade threaten not only security 
but also human dignity. By strengthening intelligence sharing, law enforcement cooperation, and judicial 
collaboration, Korea and ASEAN can build a region where safety, justice, and rule of law prevail. 
 
 
Building the Foundations — the Core Requirements 
 
For our alliance to succeed, we must also strengthen the foundations that sustain peace and cooperation. 
I wish to highlight four essential pillars. 
 
1. Regional Peace and Stability 
The first requirement is unwavering commitment to peace.  
 
We must continue to strengthen mechanisms for conflict resolution, confidence-building, and preventive 
diplomacy. ASEAN’s tradition of dialogue and Korea’s commitment to diplomacy of peace can combine 
to foster an environment where disputes are resolved through understanding, not force.  
 
Peace is not merely the absence of conflict; it is the presence of trust, justice, and cooperation. 
 
2. Unity and Cooperation 
The second pillar is unity. The strength of ASEAN lies in its diversity — of cultures, faiths, and political 
systems. Korea deeply respects this diversity and believes it can be a foundation for collective strength. 
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Our alliance should promote solidarity, where no nation is left behind and every partner feels heard and 
valued. Together, we can ensure that the Indo-Pacific remains a region of stability and mutual respect. 
 
3. Human Resource Development — IQ and EQ 
The third requirement is human resource development. In this century of rapid change, knowledge and 
technology are vital — but so too are ethics, empathy, and moral responsibility. 
 
Korea and ASEAN must invest not only in intellectual intelligence (IQ) but also in emotional and moral 
intelligence (EQ). Education, cultural exchange, and leadership development should foster individuals 
who are smart and compassionate —capable of building bridges across nations. 
 
4. Strengthening State Capacity 
Finally, we must strengthen our institutional and governance capacities. Effective states are the backbone 
of sustainable development. Through sharing best practices in digital governance, public administration, 
and policy innovation, we can enhance the ability of our governments to serve people efficiently and 
transparently. 
 
 
A Vision for the Future 
 
Friends and colleagues, 
 
The Korea–ASEAN Strategic Alliance is not merely an idea — it is a promise. A promise to future 
generations that our region will remain a zone of peace, cooperation, and innovation. 
 
When we combine ASEAN’s vision of a “politically cohesive, economically integrated, socially responsible, 
and people-oriented community” with Korea’s commitment to shared prosperity and sustainable 
development, we can truly create a partnership that stands the test of time. 
 
As we look toward 2025 and beyond, let us imagine what this alliance can achieve: 
 
A region where technology connects people rather than divides them. 
 
A region where food, energy, and water security are guaranteed for all. 
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A region where young leaders are guided by both wisdom and compassion. 
 
And a region where nations, despite differences, work together for peace and human dignity. 
Conclusion 
 
Distinguished guests, 
 
Our world may be changing faster than ever before, but our shared values remain constant — respect, 
harmony, and cooperation. The Korea–ASEAN partnership is not only a diplomatic relationship; it is a 
human bond, built on trust and shared dreams. 
 
Let us therefore move forward together — with courage in uncertainty, wisdom in decision-making, and 
unity in action. 
 
Together, let us turn challenges into opportunities and make the Korea–ASEAN Strategic Alliance a 
cornerstone of regional peace and prosperity, contributing meaningfully to the realization of ASEAN 
Vision 2025. 
 
Thank you. 
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SUSTAINABLE SMART INNOVATION IN INDONESIA: 
GOVERNMENT POLICIES AND KOREA–SOUTHEAST 

ASIA COOPERATION 
 

H.E. Prof. Satryo Soemantri Brodjonegoro  
Former Minister 

Ministry of Higher Education, Science, and Technology 
INDONESIA 
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TRANSFORMATION: UNLOCKING SDG SUCCESS 

THROUGH ASEAN–KOREA COOPERATION 
 

Dr. Sthabandith Insisienmay 
Vice President, Lao Academy of Social and Economic Science 

& Former Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and Investment 
LAOS 
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STRATEGIC COOPERATION BETWEEN ASEAN AND 
KOREA FOR ECONOMIC AND INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT: A PERSPECTIVE FROM THE SOCIO-
CULTURAL EXCHANGE OF ASEAN 

 
Dr. Piti Srisangnam  
Executive Director 

ASEAN Foundation 
ASEAN 

 
 
Abstract 
 
The paper examines the strategic imperative for deepening cooperation between ASEAN and Korea 
amidst a new global geo-economic landscape. The analysis posits that both ASEAN and Korea, as middle 
powers, are uniquely positioned to act as "connectors" within an increasingly fragmented global value 
chain (GVC). The report outlines a multi-faceted approach to cooperation across three key pillars: geo-
economic alignment, digital security, and socio-cultural exchange. It argues that while economic and 
technological collaboration is critical, long-term sustainability hinges on nurturing human connections and 
mutual trust. The report also highlights specific initiatives and proposes a framework for future 
collaboration, aiming to foster a "co-evolution" of partnership that moves beyond traditional, one-
directional models. 
 
Introduction 
 
In the 21st century, the global environment is defined by profound and rapid shifts, presenting both 
significant risks and new opportunities for international cooperation. The traditional paradigms of 
globalization, which once fostered a seamless global production network, are now being challenged by 
powerful forces of economic nationalism and geopolitical fragmentation. This report, building upon a 
strategic perspective from the ASEAN Foundation, analyzes how ASEAN and Korea can navigate this 
complex landscape. The central thesis is that our shared position as middle powers, deeply integrated 
into the global economy, mandates a strategic re-evaluation of our partnership. We must transform our 
relationship from one of simple economic exchange into a model of "constructive middle-power 
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collaboration" (Srisangnam, 2025). This requires a synchronized approach across three critical domains: 
geo-economic strategy, technological governance, and people-to-people development. The report's 
objective is to provide a detailed, evidence-based framework for this expanded cooperation, ensuring 
that it is pragmatic, sustainable, and aligned with the long-term vision of shared prosperity. 
 
The New Geo-economic Landscape and the Imperative for ASEAN-Korea Cooperation 
 
The global economic order is undergoing a fundamental transformation, moving away from the integrated, 
hyper-globalized system of the late 20th century. Geopolitical conflicts are increasingly fought not through 
conventional military force but through geo-economics, where tools such as sanctions, subsidies, and 
control over critical supply chains are weaponized to pursue strategic dominance (Bremmer, 2021). This 
shift has profound implications for global trade and investment, leading to the fragmentation of global 
value chains (GVCs) that were once the backbone of globalization. 
 
Current trends, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic and rising protectionism, indicate the 
emergence of three distinct, and increasingly non-overlapping, value chains. The first is a U.S.-led value 
chain, anchored by policy initiatives such as the CHIPS and Science Act and the Inflation Reduction Act, 
which aim to onshore and friend-shore production of critical technologies and green industries. The 
second is a China-led value chain, driven by state-led strategies like "Made in China 2025" and the Digital 
Silk Road, which seek technological self-sufficiency and expanded regional influence. The third, often 
referred to as the "Rest of the World" chain, comprises nations that are heavily integrated into the global 
economy but seek neutrality and flexibility, refusing to align fully with either of the two superpowers. This 
new reality is not a temporary disruption; it signals the end of a single, unified global production network 
and the beginning of a new era of competing, semi-overlapping economic systems (Srisangnam, 2025). 
 
For both ASEAN and Korea, this fragmentation presents a unique and existential challenge. Both are 
quintessential middle powers, whose economic prosperity is deeply integrated into global trade and 
investment flows. They are highly dependent on open markets, stable, rule-based international systems, 
and regional stability. A trade war or a full-scale decoupling of the world's two largest economies would 
disproportionately harm them. Consequently, neither Korea nor any individual ASEAN member can afford 
to be fully contained within a single hegemonic value chain. Their shared interest in maintaining open 
economic channels and preventing a complete bifurcation of the global economy positions them perfectly 
to become "connectors"—the strategic centerpiece that bridges these fragmented systems (Srisangnam, 
2025). This strategy of "pragmatic partnerships" involves pursuing diversified trade agreements, such as 
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the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), and proactively building supply chain 
resilience to turn their geographic centrality and economic complementarity into a formidable geostrategic 
advantage. 
 
The economic complementarity between the two regions is particularly strong and provides a robust 
foundation for this connector role. Korea's economy is characterized by its leadership in advanced 
manufacturing, green technology, and innovation. The nation has world-class capabilities in high-value 
industries, holding a significant lead in sectors such as semiconductors, electric vehicle (EV) batteries, 
and AI. A 2024 report by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy (MOTIE, 2024) highlighted Korea's 
dominant position in the global memory semiconductor market, where it holds a majority share. 
Furthermore, its battery industry, led by companies like LG Energy Solution and Samsung SDI, is a critical 
component of the global EV supply chain. This technological prowess is complemented by Korea's robust 
R&D infrastructure and a highly skilled workforce, which are essential for navigating the complexities of 
a technology-driven global economy. 
 
In contrast, ASEAN presents a powerful demographic and economic force. With a combined population 
of over 680 million and a rapidly growing consumer market, the region is a major hub for global production 
and logistics. Its workforce is young and dynamic, providing a cost-effective and scalable labor pool for 
manufacturing and assembly. This has made ASEAN a key beneficiary of the "China+1" strategy, where 
multinational corporations diversify their manufacturing bases away from China (KOTRA, 2024). This 
strategic position is further enhanced by ASEAN's rich endowment of natural resources. For example, 
Indonesia is a global leader in nickel production, a critical component of EV batteries, making it a pivotal 
partner in the green energy transition. The region's digital dynamism is also a powerful asset, with its 
digital economy projected to reach a value of $1 trillion by 2030 (Google, Temasek, Bain & Company, 
2022). This growth is driven by rising internet penetration, a burgeoning e-commerce sector, and 
increasing digital adoption across various industries. 
 
By integrating these complementary strengths, ASEAN and Korea can co-anchor an inclusive and 
balanced regional economy. This collaboration would not only enhance their individual economic security 
but also directly contribute to the "ASEAN Community Vision 2045," which aims for a cohesive, innovative, 
and resilient community (ASEAN Secretariat, 2023). This vision recognizes that a strong, interconnected 
ASEAN is vital for regional and global stability. Through joint initiatives in smart cities, renewable energy, 
and digital infrastructure, Korea can share its expertise to help ASEAN nations build resilient, high-tech 
economies, while simultaneously securing new markets and diversifying its own supply chains. This 
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cooperative model allows both partners to leverage each other's strengths to mitigate the risks of global 
fragmentation and create a new, resilient economic bloc that can stand as a stabilizing force in the new 
geo-economic landscape. 
 
Addressing Non-Traditional Threats in the Digital Age 
 
The digital revolution, while a source of immense innovation, has also given rise to a new wave of non-
traditional security threats. Technologies such as AI, automation, and digital platforms are reshaping 
societies at a pace that often outstrips the capacity of existing policy frameworks to adapt. The 
irresponsible and unethical use of these technologies has created significant risks, including cyber-
attacks, large-scale online scams, data theft, and the proliferation of misinformation and disinformation 
(UN ESCAP, 2023). These threats are transnational in nature, affecting citizens, small businesses, and 
government institutions without regard for national borders. 
 
Given Korea's status as a global leader in digital governance and advanced cybersecurity, and ASEAN's 
rapid digital transformation, there is a clear imperative for joint cooperation (Srisangnam, 2025). The 
focus of this cooperation should extend beyond mere infrastructure development to include digital ethics, 
safety, and resilience. A human-centered approach to digital transformation is essential to protect people 
and societies. The ASEAN Foundation has already taken concrete steps in this direction with several key 
initiatives. The ASEAN Digital Literacy Programme (ADLP), for example, has successfully empowered 
over 190,000 ASEAN citizens with the skills to detect fake news and misinformation. The AI Ready 
ASEAN Initiative promotes the responsible and ethical use of AI, reaching more than 5.5 million people 
and emphasizing respect for intellectual property and human creativity. Furthermore, the AI for MSMEs 
Advancement (AIM ASEAN) initiative aims to equip 120,000 micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises 
(MSMEs) with the knowledge to adopt AI technology, while the new Scam Ready ASEAN initiative seeks 
to educate at least 3 million citizens on how to protect themselves from online fraud (ASEAN Foundation, 
2024). 
 
Korea, as a trusted partner, can play a pivotal role in scaling these efforts. By sharing its best practices 
in cybersecurity, digital ethics, and responsible AI governance, Korea can help build joint capacity to 
protect citizens in this new digital frontier. This collaboration could include joint R&D projects on 
cybersecurity technologies, capacity-building workshops for government officials, and the co-
development of ethical AI frameworks that respect cultural diversity while promoting universal principles 
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of fairness and transparency. Such a partnership would not only enhance the digital security of the 
ASEAN region but also contribute to a more secure and trustworthy global digital commons. 
 
People-to-People Development through Cultural Linkages 
 
The ultimate foundation of sustainable and long-term cooperation is not solely economic or technological, 
but deeply rooted in human connections and mutual trust. As Dr. Srisangnam emphasized, "Economic 
and industrial cooperation may build structures, but cultural understanding builds trust. And trust is what 
sustains long-term partnerships." (Srisangnam, 2025). Over the past decades, people-to-people linkages 
between ASEAN and Korea have flourished, driven by a powerful wave of cultural soft power known as 
the Hallyu, or the Korean Wave. This phenomenon, encompassing K-Pop, K-Dramas, and K-Culture, has 
created a strong shared emotional connection, particularly among the youth of both regions (Korea 
Foundation, 2023). This provides a fertile ground for deeper collaboration. 
 
This soft power can be a two-way street, reciprocated and amplified by ASEAN’s own rich and diverse 
cultural heritage. The ASEAN Foundation’s initiatives demonstrate how culture, creativity, and commerce 
can intertwine to create inclusive growth. The ASEAN-Korea KONNECT program fosters a network of 
artists and cultural professionals, while the ASEAN-Korea Innovative Culture Forum provides a platform 
for creative dialogue. Additionally, initiatives like the ASEAN SOAR Together—which supports artisans 
and retailers—and the ASEAN Social Enterprise Development Programme (SEDP), which nurtures 
youth-led social enterprises, illustrate how culture can be a catalyst for economic empowerment and 
social good. 
 
The ASEAN Foundation is ready to deepen these linkages with Korean partners from universities, cultural 
foundations, and creative industries. The vision includes joint youth leadership camps that foster 
intercultural dialogue, creative industry incubators that support cross-border startups, and cross-cultural 
innovation labs that cultivate not only practical skills but also empathy and mutual respect (ASEAN 
Foundation, 2024). 
 
As both regions prepare for the ASEAN Community Vision 2045, the focus is clear: the future will not be 
defined solely by GDP growth but by how effectively we nurture human connections, shared values, and 
collective resilience. Investing in people-to-people cooperation, therefore, represents the most enduring 
and critical foundation for a strategic partnership. It is through these cultural and social ties that economic 
and technological cooperation can find its true purpose and achieve lasting impact. 
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Conclusion and Policy Implications 
 
In an era of geo-economic fragmentation, technological disruption, and social polarization, the ASEAN-
Korea partnership offers a compelling model of constructive middle-power collaboration. The key 
message of this report is a synthesis of the three pillars of cooperation: economic, technological, and 
cultural. 
 
First, economically, ASEAN and Korea must strategically position themselves together at the center of 
global value chain realignment. This requires moving beyond a simple technology-transfer relationship to 
a sophisticated, mutually beneficial partnership. As middle powers, their collective strength in bridging 
fragmented GVCs, particularly in critical sectors like semiconductors and EV batteries, will be a key 
determinant of their future economic security and influence. 
 
Second, technologically, our cooperation must prioritize safeguarding our societies from new digital 
threats. As digital transformation accelerates, so do the risks of cyber-attacks and disinformation. 
Therefore, a joint commitment to responsible innovation, the sharing of best practices in cybersecurity 
and digital ethics, and collaborative capacity-building initiatives are essential to protect citizens and 
ensure a human-centered digital future. 
 
Third, and most fundamentally, our partnership must be anchored in people-to-people cooperation. 
Cultural linkages and socio-cultural exchange are the most enduring foundation for a strategic partnership. 
Initiatives that foster mutual respect, empathy, and shared values through joint creative projects, 
educational programs, and youth leadership initiatives are not just ancillary activities but are at the very 
heart of building a resilient and trust-based community. 
 
The ASEAN Foundation stands ready to work with all stakeholders—governments, academic institutions, 
and private sectors—to ensure that this cooperation moves beyond policy papers and into the tangible 
lives of people. By advancing as partners, thriving as communities, and inspiring as friends, ASEAN and 
Korea can jointly shape a more stable, prosperous, and connected future. 
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Executive Summary 

This report provides a comprehensive analysis of the major issues affecting industrial development in 

Myanmar as of October 2025 and offers concrete, actionable recommendations for cooperation with the 

Republic of Korea and ASEAN partners. It covers historical background, current constraints in smart 

innovation (smart cities, mobility including electric vehicles), artificial intelligence and robotics, green 

energy development and digital transformation, and examines Myanmar’s geopolitical positioning with 

SCO, BRICS, GMS, EAEU and BIMSTEC. The report also evaluates the potential impacts of the 

upcoming 2025 general election and outlines policy measures for Myanmar, Korea and ASEAN to 

advance sustainable industrialization. 

 

Key findings  

Myanmar’s industrial base remains underdeveloped due to chronic infrastructure gaps, unreliable power 

supply, weak logistics and a shortage of skilled labor, compounded by political uncertainty. Smart 

innovation and digital transformation are constrained by low fixed-broadband penetration, frequent 

network disruptions and limited R&D capacity. However, high mobile penetration and a young population 
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create a strong foundation for rapid digital growth if stability and policy support return. Green energy 

potential is significant (hydro and solar), but financing, transmission capacity and project governance are 

limiting factors. Korea’s comparative strengths (smart-city systems, EV and battery technologies, 

AI/robotics and renewable energy solutions) align well with Myanmar’s development needs. Existing 

cooperation channels such as KMIC, KOICA, KOTRA and ASEAN–Korea frameworks provide immediate 

platforms to scale up engagement. 

 

Recommendations Prioritize: (1) restoring investor confidence through legal assurances and selective 

policy incentives; (2) launching Korea–Myanmar pilot projects in KMIC for EV assembly, solar + storage 

microgrids and smart manufacturing; (3) establishing joint vocational and AI training centers; (4) pursuing 

trilateral ASEAN–Korea–Myanmar initiatives for standards and SME integration; and (5) designing 

flexible cooperation modules that can operate under different political scenarios. 

The document that follows contains detailed sectoral analysis, tables and metrics, and an implementation 

roadmap for 2026–2035 aimed at accelerating Myanmar’s industrial modernization in partnership with 

Korea and ASEAN. 
 

1. Introduction 

Myanmar occupies a critical strategic position in Asia, bordering China, India and Thailand. With 

abundant natural resources and a growing labor force, Myanmar has the potential to transform its 

economy through industrialization, value-added manufacturing and digital services. However, the 

industrialization process has periodic challenges. This report analyzes core bottlenecks and provides a 

practical cooperation agenda for Korea, ASEAN partners and Myanmar policymakers. 
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Methodology  

The analysis draws on DICA/MIC 2025 investment approvals, ASEAN-Korea cooperation documents, 

published government notifications on EVs and renewable energy, and international analyses by the 

World Bank, IMF and regional think tanks. The report synthesizes qualitative and quantitative data from 

these sources and proposes implementation steps for the 2026–2035 period. 

 

2. Historical Background of Industrial Development in Myanmar 

(a) 1948–1962: Post-Independence Mixed Economy and Planned Development 

In this post-independence era, Myanmar pursued a mixed-economy strategy with a focus on import-

substitution, particularly through the ambitious “Pyidawtha plan”. Structurally, the Agricultural sector 

dominated both GDP share (often over 40%) and employment (majority of the labor force), with the 

Industry and Services sectors playing a small but growing role. This period saw a slight structural shift as 

state investment created new manufacturing capacity. However, industrialization failed to take root due 

to key constraints: the premature and inefficient nationalization of existing businesses, which resulted in 

a loss of critical managerial and technical expertise; macroeconomic instability stemming from internal 

conflict and ambitious spending; and a reliance on volatile rice export earnings that proved insufficient to 

finance the large-scale, capital-intensive state projects. The policy lacked a strategic focus on building a 

sustainable private-sector manufacturing base. 

(b) 1962–1988: The Burmese Way to Socialism and Isolation 

Under the "Burmese Way to Socialism," the economy was centrally planned and isolated. Policy 

emphasized total state control and self-sufficiency through import-substitution. The official Industry share 

of GDP was increased by allocating a large portion of public investment, but this increase was not 

reflective of economic viability, as most State-Owned Enterprises (SOEs) were deeply inefficient. The 

Agricultural sector remained the largest employer (upwards of 65%), and the Services sector stagnated. 
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Industrialization failed profoundly because the policy eliminated market mechanisms, private 

entrepreneurship, and foreign investment. The SOEs were plagued by obsolete technology, poor 

management, a chronic shortage of imported raw materials and spare parts (due to a collapse in foreign 

exchange earnings), and a lack of financial discipline, resulting in the country's degradation to LDC status 

by 1987. 

(c) 1989–2010: Cautious Liberalization and Stunted Growth 

This period officially marked the shift toward a market-oriented economy with the introduction of the 

Foreign Investment Law. The structural change was initially hesitant, with Agriculture's share of GDP 

gradually declining (though it remained the dominant employer), while the Industry shares experienced 

preliminary growth, particularly in the export-oriented garment (Cut-Make-Pack) sector and resource 

extraction. The Services sector also saw an expansion. Industrialization was stunted and distorted 

because market reforms were only partial and inconsistent; the state maintained vast control, especially 

through military-linked conglomerates, which undermined fair competition and transparency. A major 

factor in the failure was the critical lack of physical infrastructure (e.g., reliable power supply and transport) 

and an unstable institutional environment, characterized by an unclear regulatory framework and multiple 

exchange rate systems. 

(d) 2011–2020: Reform, Opening, and Initial Structural Transformation 

The civilian-backed government launched comprehensive economic and political reforms, leading to a 

significant liberalization and an influx of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI). This decade saw the most visible 

structural change: the Agriculture share of GDP continued to decline, while the Industry and Services 

shares both grew significantly (with the Industry sector absorbing a slowly increasing share of 

employment). The industrial policy focused on diversification, Special Economic Zones (SEZs), and 

integration into global value chains. However, this period of industrial growth ultimately failed to achieve 

deep, sustainable transformation because of critical skill gaps in the labor force, a persistent lack of 

reliable energy infrastructure, and a weak and overburdened institutional capacity to administer new laws 
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effectively (such as the Myanmar Investment Law). These factors prevented the country from attracting 

the high-value, sophisticated industries needed for sustained, broad-based industrialization. 

(e) Current Industrialization Policy of Myanmar 

Myanmar's current industrialization policy is primarily driven by a goal of national self-sufficiency and 

import substitution, especially in the wake of recent political and economic instability. The core strategy 

pivots on leveraging the country's natural resources through a strong focus on agro-industrialization and 

the simultaneous development of strategic, high-tech sectors. This involves accelerating manufacturing 

businesses rooted in agriculture and livestock to create value-added products, ensure domestic food 

security, and boost exports to enhance the socio-economic conditions of the majority rural population. 

Alongside this, the policy mandates the development of critical infrastructure, particularly in the energy 

sector, while promoting the growth of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) to generate jobs 

and diversify the industrial base. 

 

Complementing the foundation of agro-industry, Myanmar's industrial policy outlines a push into modern, 

knowledge-based sectors, with a notable emphasis on the Digital Economy, Electric Vehicles (EV) 

manufacturing, and the creation of Smart Cities. The government is actively working to establish a digital 

infrastructure, including a data ID card and e-government systems, which are foundational to supporting 

a modern, service-based economy. Furthermore, the promotion of EV assembly and related businesses, 

often through committees and targeted incentives for local production of spare parts (SKD systems), 

signals a commitment to green technology and industrial upgrading. Overall, the policy aims to transition 

Myanmar from a largely agrarian economy to a modern industrial country by increasing the industrial 

sector's contribution to GDP, while facing persistent challenges related to political instability, 

infrastructural deficits (especially power), and foreign currency controls that hinder the operating 

environment for businesses. Regarding the investment activities in Myanmar, data from DICA are as 

follow: 
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(a) By the end of September 2025, Myanmar Investment Commission had permitted the total 
of 2433 investment projects in 12 business sectors from 53 countries/regions which value 
US$ 93918.319 million. 

(b) Singapore leads the list of most invested countries/ regions in Myanmar with 28.42% of 
total investment and China and Thailand follow the list with 23.51% and 12.48% of total 
investment accordingly. 

(c) The power sector leads the list of most invested sectors out of 12 business sectors with 
28.28% of total investment. This was followed by Oil and Gas sector with 24.65% and 
Manufacturing sector with 14.60% accordingly. 
 

Since the Myanmar Investment Commission will prioritize the following investment activities, we would 

like to invite investment in those sectors; 

(a) Fertilizer manufacturing, 

(b) Cement manufacturing,  

(c) Iron and steel manufacturing, 

(d) Agriculture and livestock farming and its related industries, 

(e) Value-added foodstuffs manufacturing,  

(f) Electric vehicle manufacturing,  

(g) Pharmaceutical and medical device manufacturing, 

(h) Public transportation services, 

(i) Production of edible oilseeds, contract farming for edible oil crops,  production of 

various types of edible oil. 

 

The investors investing in Myanmar will attain the following supports in accordance with Myanmar 

Investment Law (2016). All the investment activities included in the promoted sectors may attain income 

tax exemption. Myanmar Investment Commission has designated the less developed regions of Myanmar 
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as Zone: (1), the moderate developed regions as Zone (2) and the adequate developed regions as Zone 

(3) with the approval of Union Government and issue a notification to grant income tax exemptions to 

investment activities. 

Promoted Sector (MIC 
Notification) Investment Area 

Zone 1  
(Least Developed) 

Zone 3  
(Adequately Developed) 

Smart Mobility (EV)  EV Manufacturing, Charging 
Services, Battery Production 

7 Years Income Tax 
Exemption 3 Years Income Tax Exemption 

Green Energy  Renewable Energy (Solar, 
Wind, Thermal) Production 

7 Years Income Tax 
Exemption 3 Years Income Tax Exemption 

Digital Transformation  
Telecommunications, IT 
Services, Data Centers, 
Fiber Optics 

7 Years Income Tax 
Exemption 3 Years Income Tax Exemption 

Traditional Manufacturing  
Cement, Iron/Steel, 
Pharmaceuticals, Value-
Added Foodstuffs 

7 Years Income Tax 
Exemption 3 Years Income Tax Exemption 

 

3. Current Industrial Development Issues 

3.1 Smart Innovation and Smart Cities 

Smart innovation in Myanmar remains at a pilot stage. Key cities such as Yangon, Mandalay and Nay 

Pyi Taw have undertaken small-scale transportation and GIS projects, but systemic deficiencies limit 

scalability. 

 

The main constraints are: (a) Energy reliability: Frequent power outages increase operational costs and 

damage ICT equipment. (b) Broadband infrastructure: Low fixed broadband penetration and limited 

fiber backbone capacity. (c) Governance fragmentation: Multiple municipal entities with overlapping 

responsibilities hinder integrated planning. (d) Financing constraints: Limited availability of long-term, 

low-cost finance for urban infrastructure. 
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Opportunities and recommendations: 

(a) Pilot a Korea–Myanmar smart-city lab in Yangon with modular components: traffic 
management, smart street lighting, waste collection sensors and a citizen service 
portal. 

(b) Deploy shared fiber backbone financed through a PPP with Korean technology 
providers and local telcos. 

(c) Invest in municipal capacity building via KOICA technical assistance and exchange 
programs with Korean local governments. 
 

3.2 Smart Mobility and Electric Vehicles (EVs) 

The development of the Electric Vehicle sector is a central strategic priority, intended to modernize the 

nation's transport system and build new industrial capacity. 

 

The Myanmar Investment Commission officially designated EV and related activities as a Promoted 

Sector via Notification No. (1/2023). This designation covers critical areas, including manufacturing, 

installation, and maintenance services for various electric vehicles, renewable energy power generation 

and distribution for EV use, charging services, and the manufacture of batteries. 

 

In addition to the general income tax exemptions linked to investment zones (3 to 7 years), EV investors 

can attain exemptions or reliefs from customs duty or other internal taxes on imported machinery, 

equipment, spare parts, and construction materials required during the preparatory or construction 

period. Furthermore, EV manufacturing has been included in the list of priority investment sectors by the 

MIC, alongside foundational industries like Fertilizer, Cement, and Iron and Steel manufacturing. 

 

Myanmar has signaled policy support for EVs. MIC designated EV manufacturing, charging services and 

battery production as promoted activities in 2023. As of September 2025, MIC approvals include 13 SKD 
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EV projects and 10 electric motorcycle projects. However, the market is embryonic. According to survey, 

difficulties include: (a) Limited consumer purchasing power and a small commercial fleet market. (b) 

Sparse public charging infrastructure and grid instability. (c) Dependence on imported batteries and lack 

of local assembly lines.  

 

As of September 2025, the MIC has issued official approvals for 13 businesses engaged in the production 

of electric vehicles under the Semi Knocked Down (SKD) system, and 10 businesses manufacturing 

electric two- and three-wheeled motorcycles, also under the SKD system. 

 

However, the implementation status reveals a critical pattern: 12 of the 13 approved EV production 

businesses are fully Myanmar-owned investments. While this demonstrates success in channeling 

domestic capital toward EV assembly, the strategy is currently failing to attract the substantial foreign 

technological investment needed for a high-value transition. The development roadmap anticipates 

production under the Completely Knocked Down (CKD) system which requires significant localized 

component manufacturing will only be granted gradually after the 2026-2030 period. The current structure 

is succeeding in domestic assembly promotion but requires Korean expertise to shift the focus from low-

value assembly (SKD) to high-value component manufacturing (CKD) through anchor investments like 

KMIC. 

 

Recommended actions: 

(a) Create an EV pilot corridor in Yangon–Thilawa with Korean technical assistance: public buses, 
taxis and shared e-mobility. 

(b) Use KMIC to host SKD/CKD assembly lines with technology transfer agreements and local 
supplier development. 
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(c) Pair EV roll-out with decentralized renewable energy (solar + battery storage) to reduce grid 
strain and ensure reliability. 
 

Table (1): Investment Status in Electric Vehicle and Motorcycle Manufacturing Projects (SKD 

System) 

Investor Type Projects Investment (USD million) Mode of Operation 

Domestic 12 27.3 SKD 

Foreign 1 6.0 SKD 

Motorcycles (domestic) 7 4.8 SKD 

Motorcycles (foreign) 3 6.0 SKD 

 

3.3 Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Robotics 

AI and robotics in Myanmar are limited to small pilots in fintech, logistics and e-commerce. Manufacturing 

automation is negligible outside of a few large plants. Key gaps include: 

(a) Human capital shortages in data science and engineering. 
(b) Lack of local R&D labs and limited university–industry linkage. 
(c) Insufficient data governance and standards for training reliable AI models. 

 

Engagement with 4IR technologies, including AI and Robotics, is proceeding primarily through multilateral 

policy coordination. Myanmar’s Ministry of Transport and Communication actively participates in the 

Declaration on the Establishment of an ASEAN AI Safety Network (AI SAFE), which is a Priority 

Economic Deliverable (PED) under the 2025 ASEAN chairmanship. This ensures the nation’s policy 

evolution remains aligned with the broader ASEAN Guide on AI Governance and Ethics.    

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    213 

Proposed measures: 

(a) Establish Korea–Myanmar Center for AI and Robotics (jointly funded by KOICA, 
Korean universities and private firms). 

(b) Launch scholarship and exchange programs with Korean technical universities 
focused on AI for agriculture, health and manufacturing. 

(c) Promote pilot automation projects in KMIC factories to demonstrate productivity gains 
while safeguarding employment through upskilling programs. 

 

3.4 Green Energy Development 

Myanmar has abundant renewable resources, but the energy sector is under stress. Frequent outages 

and transmission bottlenecks reduce industrial competitiveness. Renewable approvals (solar, hydro) 

have increased, but implementation is uneven. Obstacles occur in supply chain disruptions, financing 

gaps, and local technical capacity shortages. 

 

Green Energy production, including power generation, transmission, and distribution utilizing solar, wind, 

and thermal energy, is a designated Promoted Sector, granting exemptions and reliefs to investors. This 

policy has yielded significant investment success. The MIC has permitted 22 foreign solar and hydro 

projects totaling USD 14,721.359 million, alongside 21 local solar and hydro projects.    

 

The key technical and regulatory challenge lies in grid stability and integration. Regulatory rules stipulate 

that large projects (above 30 MW) connecting to the national grid must submit proposals through the 

Ministry of Electric Power to the MIC. Attracting nearly $15 billion in foreign renewable energy investment 

is highly positive, but the regulatory control point for large projects emphasizes the complexity of Power 

Purchase Agreements (PPAs) and technical grid absorption capacity. The primary technical issue is 

ensuring grid resilience and stability to absorb this influx of intermittent power, especially large-scale 
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solar. ROK's proposed expertise through the ASEAN-ROK Electrical Safety Cooperation Network, 

focusing on best practices for electrical safety management in New and Renewable Energy facilities, is 

directly applicable to mitigate technical and operational risks.    

 

Priority actions: 

(a) Focus on distributed renewable energy (mini-grids, solar + storage) for industrial parks and 
peri-urban areas. 

(b) Develop transparent PPA mechanisms and standardized procurement to attract credible 
Korean and ASEAN investors. 

(c) Build institutional capacity for grid integration and environmental safeguards. 

 

Table (2): MIC Promoted Sectors for 4IR & Green Energy Investment Incentives 

Promoted Sector 
(MIC Notification) Investment Area Zone 1 (Least 

Developed) 
Zone 3 
(Adequately 
Developed) 

FDI/Status Highlight 

Smart Mobility (EV)  
EV Manufacturing, 
Charging Services, 
Battery Production 

7 Years Income 
Tax Exemption 

3 Years Income Tax 
Exemption 

23 EV/e-motorcycle 
businesses approved 
(SKD) as of Sep 2025 
(mostly domestic) 

Green Energy  
Renewable Energy 
(Solar, Wind, 
Thermal) Production 

7 Years Income 
Tax Exemption 

3 Years Income Tax 
Exemption 

USD 14.7 Billion in 
foreign solar/hydro 
projects permitted 

Digital 
Transformation  

Telecommunications, 
IT Services, Data 
Centers, Fiber Optics 

7 Years Income 
Tax Exemption 

3 Years Income Tax 
Exemption 

Endorsements for Mobile 
Money, E-Ticketing, E-
Visa services approved 

Traditional 
Manufacturing  

Cement, Iron/Steel, 
Pharmaceuticals, 
Value-Added 
Foodstuffs 

7 Years Income 
Tax Exemption 

3 Years Income Tax 
Exemption 

Priority Investment 
Sectors (fertilizer, cement, 
iron/steel manufacturing) 
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3.5 Digital Transformation 

Digital transformation is both promising and constrained. Mobile-first usage is high, creating opportunities 

for fintech, e-commerce and remote services. However, regulatory uncertainty, internet shutdowns and 

low fixed-broadband limit higher-value digital activities.  

 

The MIC has recognized Telecommunication Services, installation of network infrastructure, fiber optic 

cable facilities, data centers, and network provider services as promoted sectors. To support this field, 

47 projects (13 domestic and 34 foreign projects valued at USD 6.768 billion) have received permits. 

 

Furthermore, specific digital services crucial for a modern economy have been approved including mobile 

money services, online e-visa services, and endorsement for an Electronic Ticketing service with E-

payment. These endorsements enable greater efficiency in public services and commerce. Crucially, the 

Republic of Korea previously provided foundational assistance for the National ICT Development Master 

Plan Formulation, providing a strategic roadmap for current transformation efforts. 

 

Digital Transformation is being pursued both domestically through significant investment in 

telecommunications infrastructure and regionally, via participation in the ASEAN Digital Economy 

Framework Agreement (DEFA). The focal agency for DEFA negotiations in Myanmar is the Department 

of Information Technology and Cyber Security (ITCSD). Negotiations for DEFA, one of the Priority 

Economic Deliverables (PEDs) for 2025 in ASEAN, have substantively completed about 70 percent of all 

provisions.    
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Furthermore, Myanmar is involved in supporting its digital ecosystem through multilateral initiatives, 

participating in the ASEAN Startup Year (2025) and utilizing the ASEAN Technology Startup Ignite 

platform, which is designed to promote innovation and attract foreign investment.    

 

The urgent necessity is the conclusion of the remaining DEFA negotiations. With 70% completed, the 

remaining 30% is crucial for establishing the necessary legal certainty regarding data governance, 

intellectual property, and e-commerce standards. Failure to finalize internal regulatory mechanisms 

aligned with DEFA standards could isolate local businesses from critical regional digital trade 

opportunities, such as the Inclusive Instant Payment Connectivity initiative, thereby stalling the growth of 

the currently nascent digital services sector.    

 

3.6. Approval Status of Digital Service Businesses by the Myanmar Investment Commission 

As of September 2025, a total of four digital service businesses including mobile money services, online 

e-visa services and retail businesses has been granted permission and endorsement approval under 

Myanmar citizen investment, with a total investment amount of MMK 41,261.180 million. Furthermore, 

under foreign investment, an endorsement was approved for an Electronic Ticketing service with E-

payment, with a total investment amount of USD 6 million.  

 

The Korea–Myanmar Industrial Complex (KMIC) is an industrial zone being developed through a 

collaborative partnership between Myanmar and Korea as a joint investment. The industrial complex is 

expected to serve as a foundational platform for Myanmar’s industrial digital transformation, technology 

transfer, and manufacturing-sector development. KMIC Development Company Limited, which will 

undertake the Development and Operation of the Industrial Complex (Phase-1), was permitted by the 

Myanmar Investment Commission in 2019.The types of businesses that will enter the Industrial Complex 
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are Food and Beverage Processing, Construction Materials, Textile and Garment, Logistics, and Part-

Assembling (Machinery and Automotive, etc.). The project is currently underway with an extended 

construction period. 

 

The Myanmar Investment Commission has granted permits for 13 projects amount to Kyat 748758.830 

million with domestic investment and 34 projects amount to USD 6768.162 million with foreign investment 

in the following categories to support the field of Digital Transformation, Telecommunications Services, 

installation of network infrastructure, fiber optic cable facilities, data centers, licensed operators, and 

network provider services: 

 

Table (3): Progress in Myanmar's Strategic Industrial Sectors (as of September 2025) 

Sector Policy Framework Key Investment/ 
Implementation Status 

Critical Developmental 
Status/Issue 

Electric Vehicles 
(EV) Promoted/Priority (Noti. ) 

13 EV car SKD and 10 EV 2/3-
wheeler SKD businesses 
approved 

Roadmap favors SKD (2026-2030); 
localization of CKD components is 
lagging. 

Green Energy 
(RE) 

Promoted (Solar, Wind, 
Thermal) 

22 Foreign (USD 14.7B) and 21 
Local hydro/solar projects 
permitted 

Grid integration risk for MW 
projects; requires technical support 
for PPAs/stability. 

Digital 
Services/ICT Promoted 

USD 6.7B FDI in 
telecommunication 
infrastructure; 4 local service 
approvals 

High infrastructure deployment, low 
digital service adoption rate 
(service layer deficit). 

Industrial Zone 
(KMIC) Joint Venture (DICA-ROK) Development and Operation 

Company permitted in 2019 
Extended construction period 
implying foundational 
implementation delays. 

 

Critical interventions: 

(1) Expand fiber backbone and incentivize data center investment with tax breaks and land 

allocation in KMIC. 

(2) Promote e-government services for business registration, customs and licensing to reduce 

transaction costs. 
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(3) Launch a 'Digital SMEs' program with Korea to provide cloud services, cybersecurity training 

and market access. 

 

4. Korea–Myanmar Industrial Cooperation 

Myanmar- Korea Bilateral Cooperation 

(a) The Government of Korea is providing Official Development Assistance (ODA) to 
Myanmar for infrastructure development sectors such as agriculture, health, education, 
human resources development, upgrading of road and bridges and electricity. 

(b) Regarding the Korea’s ODA, Korea Exim bank provides Economic Development 
Cooperation Fund (EDCF Loan) uunder the EDCF Framework Agreement of USD 500 
million signed on 24 July 2014, and under the EDCF Framework Agreement of USD 1 
billion signed on 3 September 2019. 

(c) ODA grant was provided by Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) and 
relevant ministries of Korea, and the Government of Korea also provided technical 
assistance such as KOICA World Friends Korea Program, KOICA Seminars, Knowledge 
Sharing Program (KSP) and Economic Innovation Partnership Program (EIPP).  

(d) However, the Republic of Korea suspended new ODA loan and grant assistance to 
Myanmar since February, 2021 and has continued the cooperation in humanitarian 
assistance through United Nations (UN) and INGOs organization. 

 

Cooperation in Industrial Development Sector 

(a) For industrial development sector, the Republic of Korea provided grant assistance for 
several projects such as Industrial Training School (Thagara) Project, Motor Vehicle 
Technology Training School (Magway) Project, Establishment of a Training School and 
Consolidated Land for Agricultural Mechanization Transition Project, National ICT 
Development Master Plan Formulation Project, Establishing the Myanmar Development 
Institute (MDI) Project and Establishment of the TVET Teacher Tranining Institute in 
Myanmar Project. 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    219 

(b) Furthermore, by providing assistance for National ICT Development Master Plan 
Formulation in Myanmar, the Republic of Korea facilitated the development of digital 
economy and social sectors of Myanmar. 

 

Korea is a significant partner for Myanmar in industrial development. Key instruments include KMIC, 

KOICA, KOTRA and Korea’s Knowledge Sharing Programs (KSP). Korea's corporate sector (Hyundai, 

LG, Samsung, POSCO) brings technology and capital to Myanmar. Strategic cooperation areas include 

EVs, renewable systems, smart-city platforms and vocational training.  

 

Recommendations for scaling cooperation are as follow: 

(a) Use KMIC as a demonstration hub for advanced manufacturing, sustainable factories and 
green logistics. 

(b) Structure KOICA grants to include technology transfer clauses and local content 
requirements. 

(c) Promote Korean investment insurance mechanisms (e.g., K-Sure) with safeguards to de-
risk early-stage projects in Myanmar. 

 

Table (4): Key Development Projects in Myanmar with Assistance from the Republic of Korea 

Project Implementing Agency Focus Area Status 

KMIC Industrial Park LH Corp & DICA Manufacturing cluster Phase I under construction 

ICT Master Plan KOICA & MPT Digital infrastructure Completed 

TVET Teacher Training Institute KOICA Skills development Ongoing 

SME Support (TASK) MOTIE Korea Machinery & food 
processing 

Completed 
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5. Cooperation with ASEAN and Regional Integration 

Myanmar is actively embedded in ASEAN’s most ambitious economic and digital initiatives: 

(a) Digital Economy: Myanmar is engaged in the acceleration and transformation stages of the 
Bandar Seri Begawan Roadmap (BSBR). The focal agency for the critically important ASEAN 
Digital Economy Framework Agreement (DEFA) which aims for a comprehensive framework 
for digital economic cooperation is the Department of Information Technology and Cyber 
Security (ITCSD). With 70% of the DEFA negotiation substantively completed, Myanmar is 
positioned to benefit from future regional digital trade and data flow protocols. 

(b) AI and Governance: The Ministry of Transport and Communication is participating in the 
establishment of the ASEAN AI Safety Network (AI SAFE), demonstrating a forward-looking 
commitment to the ethical governance of Artificial Intelligence technologies in line with regional 
policy guidance. 

(c) Smart Mobility Standards: Myanmar participates in ASEAN policy discussions regarding the 
EV ecosystem, notably the Development of Policy Recommendation and Guidelines to support 
the ASEAN EV Implementation Roadmap, including the regional EV Battery Passport system. 

 

Myanmar's industrial integration depends on ASEAN frameworks. ASEAN–Korea mechanisms (AKFTA, 

AKSCN, STARTUPS Partnership) can facilitate standards harmonization and SME linkages. Regional 

corridors (GMS, Dawei, and BIMSTEC initiatives) can improve connectivity. 

 

Policy moves are as follow:  

(a) Engage proactively in AKSCN for smart manufacturing and green construction 
standards. 

(b) Use ASEAN platforms to match Myanmar SMEs with Korean value chains. 
(c) Pursue trilateral projects (Myanmar–Thailand–Korea) in logistics and cross-border 

energy. 
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6. Geopolitical Dimensions of Industrial Policy 

Myanmar's multi-vector diplomacy brings both opportunities and risks. Relations with SCO, BRICS, 

EAEU and China provide alternative financing sources, while ASEAN remains central for trade. For 

Korea, Myanmar's Eurasian outreach implies competing influences but also new markets. 

 

Implementation note: Korean firms should conduct careful political risk assessments, utilize multilateral 

insurance, and focus on projects with clear developmental impact (renewables, education, supply-chain 

integration) that are less sensitive to political fluctuations. 

 

7. Future Prospects and the Upcoming Election 

Elections will materially improve the investment climate. A credible reform outcome could restore donor 

confidence and unlock projects. Stakeholders should design modular cooperation agreements that can 

proceed on the technical level under different political settings. Priority is given to non-partisan areas: 

energy reliability, vocational training, public health, and digital infrastructure. 

 

8. Policy Recommendations 

For Myanmar Government: 

(1) Re-establish an independent Investment Promotion Office with clear dispute-resolution 
mechanisms. 

(2) Fast-track grid stabilization projects and prioritize renewable mini-grids for industrial parks. 
(3) Implement targeted vocational training for EV, electronics and ICT sectors with Korean 

assistance. 
 

For improving cooperation with Republic of Korea (Government & Private Sector): 

(1) Expand KMIC to include an innovation cluster for AI, robotics and EV components. 
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(2) Provide blended finance (EDCF + private) for solar+storage projects linked to industrial 
zones. 

(3) Launch a Korea–Myanmar AI scholarship and technical exchange program. 

 

For enhancing cooperation with ASEAN and Multilateral Partners: 

(1) Offer technical assistance on regulatory harmonization and standards for smart 

manufacturing. 

(2) Support Myanmar’s integration into regional value chains through SME clustering and 

logistics hubs. 

 

9. Conclusion 

Myanmar faces a difficult but navigable path to industrial modernization. Strategic cooperation with Korea 

focused on energy, mobility, digital transformation and skills can form the backbone of a sustainable 

industrial strategy. Success depends on improving the investment climate, restoring reliable infrastructure 

and prioritizing people-centered technology transfer. 

 

References 

(1) Directorate of Investment and Company Administration (DICA) - Myanmar Investment 
Commission reports, 2023–2025. 

(2) ASEAN Secretariat - ASEAN-Korea Cooperation Reports, 2023–2025. 
(3) KOICA & KOTRA project descriptions (public releases). 
(4) World Bank - Myanmar Economic Monitor (2023–2025). 
(5) IMF - Myanmar staff reports and regional economic outlook (2024). 

 
 

  



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    223 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 224 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    225 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 226 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    227 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 228 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    229 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 230 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    231 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 232 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    233 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 234 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    235 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 236 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    237 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 238 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    239 

 

 

SE
SS

IO
N

 4
 

 

Forging Korea-ASEAN Value Chains: Enhancing Mutual 

Development in Sustainable Smart Innovation Industries 

 
Ms. Latdavanh Songvilay 

Director General, Macroeconomic Research Institute 
Lao Academy of Social and Economic Science 

LAOS 
 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 240 

  



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    241 

LAO RENEWABLE ENERGY POLICY  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ASEAN-KOREA COOPERATION 

UNDER GLOBAL VALUE CHAIN TRANSFORMATION 
 

Ms. Latdavanh Songvilay 
Director General, Macroeconomic Research Institute 

Lao Academy of Social and Economic Science 
LAOS 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 242 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    243 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 246 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    247 

 

 

 

  

C
LO

SI
N

G
 R

EM
A

R
K

S 
 

Advancing Together: Korea–ASEAN Strategic Alliance 

Toward ASEAN Vision 2045 

 
Dr. Korm Ribaun 

Secretary General, National Committee of the Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific, Council of Ministers 

CAMBODIA 
 
 
 



   PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA PROCEEDINGS 248 



PROCEEDINGS PHNOM PENH  CAMBODIA    249 

CLOSING REMARKS  

 
H.E. Dr. Korm Ribaun 
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National Committee of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

CAMBODIA 
 

 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, 

 

As we come to the close of this remarkable symposium, allow me to express my deepest appreciation to 

all of you — over 140 policymakers, scholars, researchers, policy analysts and professionals — who have 

gathered here from across Korea, ASEAN, and Australia to share your insights, experiences, and visions 

for our common future. 

 

Over the course of today’s discussions, we have explored how Korea and ASEAN can advance together 

toward ASEAN Vision 2045, guided by the spirit of partnership, inclusiveness, and shared prosperity. We 

have reflected on the opportunities and challenges brought by global paradigm shifts — and, more 

importantly, on how our partnership can turn these challenges into engines of innovation and growth. 

Our exchanges on sustainable smart innovation, green energy, digital transformation, and emerging 

technologies such as AI and robotics have reaffirmed the potential of Korea–ASEAN cooperation to drive 

transformation in our economies, industries, and societies. These discussions will no doubt contribute 

meaningfully to shaping a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership that is forward-looking, dynamic, and 

mutually beneficial. 

 

The launch of ASEAN Vision 2045 marked a defining milestone for our region — a vision rooted in 

integration, resilience, and shared prosperity across the Political-Security, Economic, and Socio-Cultural 
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pillars. As ASEAN’s trusted partner, Korea’s continued commitment to aligning its initiatives with ASEAN’s 

priorities will be crucial to realizing that vision. 

 

Dear friends and colleagues, 

 

What we have accomplished today goes beyond policy dialogue. It has strengthened the bonds of 

understanding and trust among our communities — the foundation upon which all meaningful cooperation 

is built. The symposium has shown that by working together, sharing experiences, and respecting each 

other’s aspirations, we can indeed advance together toward a more prosperous and peaceful future for 

our region. 

 

Before we conclude, I wish to extend my heartfelt thanks to our organizers — the National Committee for 

the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, and the Korea Research Initiatives, 

University of New South Wales, Australia — for their dedication and vision in making this event a success. 

 

Our sincere appreciation also goes to our generous sponsors and partners — the Hyundai Motor Chung 

Mong-Koo Foundation and the Korea Foundation — for their steadfast support and contribution to 

fostering regional dialogue and cooperation. 

 

Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

As we look ahead, let us carry forward the momentum and spirit of this symposium — to continue 

advancing together, hand in hand, toward a shared future of peace, prosperity, and partnership between 

Korea and ASEAN. 

 

Thank you all for your active participation, your insights, and your friendship. 
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I wish each of you continued success in your endeavors, a pleasant evening, and a safe journey home. 

 

Thank you. 
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