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Postgraduate Seminars Part 2 2024 
 

All talks will be Tuesdays 1-2pm in Mathews 1616, unless otherwise notified. 

 

 

Date 

 
Speaker 

 

Title 
 

23 July 2024 Si Yin Lui The ventral striatopallidal circuitry in reward 

30 July 2024 Abigail Hansen Advanced driver–assistance systems are set to 
change the way we drive; but do older drivers 
trust the technology enough to use it? An 
investigation into the acceptance and use of in-
vehicle technology and influencing 
psychological characteristics.  

6 August 2024 Maddison O’Grady-Lee How can we improve the measurement of social 
and emotional wellbeing of First Nations young 
people? 

13 August 2024 Saraa Al-Saddik 
 

 

Helen Gu 

 

‘Understanding the Dynamic Nature of 
Attentional Control’.   

 

The Development and Trial of Mechanistic 
Targeted Treatment for Children with Conduct 
Problems and Secondary Callous-Unemotional 
Traits. 

 

20 August 2024 Amanda Chan 

 

 

Dylan Barrett 

The role of moral expansiveness and 
compassion in reducing stigma associated with 
depression and anxiety 

 

Nature and Wellbeing: Exploring the effect of 
spending time in nature on heart rate variability 
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27 August 2024 Nell Norman-Nott Internet-Delivered Dialectical Behavioural 
Therapy for Chronic Pain: A Randomised 
Controlled Trial 

3 Sept 2024 Daniel Chu 
 

 

Ayesha Durrani 

Hyperfamiliarity: When Everyone Looks Familiar 

 

"Positive Emotions in PTSD 

10 Sept 24 Alexandra Gregory  Brain mechanisms of punishment learning 

17 Sept 24 Nikki Huang 
 

 

 

Kiame Humphreys 

Preventing Depression and Anxiety by Reducing 
Repetitive Negative Thinking in Early 
Adolescence 

 

'From Newsfeed to Nocebo: Examining Social 
Media's Role in the Nocebo Effect and its 
Underlying Mechanisms. 

24 Sept 24 Caitlyn Jowett 
 

Luke Keevers 

'Eating Disorders in Prison'. I am due to present 
on 24 September 2024.  

 

Parsing aversion in the brain: the role of 
corticoamygdalar pathways in punishment and 
fear learning 

1 Oct 24 Nashita Khan 
 

 

Jamie Lee 

 

Assessing attentional processes in 
discrimination learning 

 

Communicating uncertainties about emission-
reducing solutions to climate change. 

 

8 Oct 2024 Tong En Lim 
 

 

Kateryna Marchenko 

Psychological trauma on brain integrity in chronic 
pain across the lifespan" 

 

Face pareidolia in fractal noise: Basic stimulus 
requirements for seeing faces.  

15 Oct 2024 Iana Wong Understanding the pathway from insecure 
attachment to intimate partner violence 

22 Oct 2024 Saya Tomizawa 
 

 

"Friends and Family: The Implications of 
Perceived Social Support on Psychological 
Health and Wellbeing. 
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Emily Upton  

Evaluating a transdiagnostic, scalable online 
treatment for Repetitive Negative Thinking 
(RNT) in adults 

29 Oct 2024 Samuel Vigouroux  
 

Caroline Edwards 
 

Changing Minds in a Changing Climate 

 

Making meaning from distress at the end-of-life: 
An examination of meaning making as an 
adjustment mechanism to reduce distress in 
older adults with lifespan-limiting conditions. 

5 November 24 Emily Wall 
 

Sophie Welch 

Dopamine and Fear Extinction in Adolescence 

 

Under the Magnifying Glass: Identifying Goal-
Directed, Habitual and Compulsive Behavioural 
Transitions with Machine Learning and Neural 
Recording 

12 Nov 2024 Filip Mencevski 
 

 

Lauren Sams 

The role of basal forebrain cholinergic signalling 
in fear relapse”. 

 

The Effects of Early Immune Activation on 
Extinction in Infant Rodents”. 

19 Nov 2024 Tayla McCutcheon  Understanding the relationship between early 
life stress and neuroimmune functioning, and 
it’s potential for treatment" 

26 Nov 2024 Silvana Kaouar  Parent-Child Bio-Behavioural Synchrony Among 
Parents of Young Children with Conduct 
Problems and Variants of Callous-Unemotional 
Traits 

3 Dec 2024 James McLauchlan 

 

 

 

Andrea Wat-Si 

Beyond the forensic hospital: Exploring the 
health and justice outcomes of patients with 
schizophrenia spectrum disorders after release 
from secure care".  

 

Our experiences and their influence on 
individual differences to emotional distractors 

10 Dec 2024 Octavia Soegyono How Predictive Learning Influences Future 
Choices: A Role for Nucleus Accumbens Shell 
Spiny Projection Neurons  
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